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The presented work

"Anchialus Coinage" contains

the history of Ulpia Anchialus in the

II

an

- middle of

Introduction, chapter one Notes on

III

century, chapter two Reverse

iconographic fypes, chapter three Monetary legends, chapter four Metric parameters and
denominations, chapter five Relations between the coins seals and chronology of
emissions, chapter six Counter marks, chapter seven Circulation and distribution, chapter
eight Counterfeits, followed by Conclusion, Used literature and Catalog. The total volume

of the work is 751 pages- 365 pages of text and 386 pages of catalog, divided into two books.

The

Introduction (p. 5-7) meets the requirements for this type of research, presenting the

objectives, the tasks and the methods for their realization. The main objective of the study is
the collection and analysis of the coins mint in Anchialus and their chronological and

typological systematization.

Chapter one, "Notes on the History of Ulpia Anchialus in2nd

- middle

of 3rd century"

(p. 8-17), includes information of the ancient authors, the epigraphic monuments about
Anchialus, as well as the archaeological findings. The latest results from archaeological
excavations, which do not provide materials from the pre-roman emporium are presented.

Until now there is no data pointing to

a

continuity between the hellenistic settlement and the

roman city. The bibliographic review of coinage in Anchialus performed in this chapter,
shows that this problem has been in the scope of the scientific research in the last century, but

the accumulation of a large quantity of unknown until now numismatic material requires its
adequate processing and interpretation, as

well as investigation of this urban coinage in the

context of the coins from the nearby towns and alignment of the available data to the
contemporary requirements of the numismatic science.

The chronological scope of the study is determined by the beginning and the end of the

Anchialus coin production, or this is the period between Emperor Hadrianus (117-138) and
Emperor Gordian III (238-244) rule, when the frequent barbaric invasions caused the end of
the anchial coinage.

Chapter two "Reverse iconographic types" (p.

1

8- 125), is presented

in four paragraphs. The

reverse stamps of the anchial coins included in the study are systein atized typologically by

iconographic images, not chronologically by imperial families, as it is the present practice.
In the proposed text 56 types of reverse images, from 130 reversed types with its 149
variants and 26 sub-variants are systemized.
The images on the reverse side of the Anchialus coins are

filled during the whole working

period of the mint, showing Greek deities, personifications, heroes and their attributes,
while
the representation of the eastern deities is limited. The observations show that there is

borrowing of types between cities, but each monetary institution (mint) has its own
interpretation when transmitting the images. Interesting, in most cases, are the types that
occur less frequently in the other cities.
For Anchialus, a "dolphin between two fish" could be mentioned on coins III nominal

of

Commodus, Julia Domna, Maximinus I and Gordian III, of which two major iconographic
types are known with variants and sub-variants; "three fishes" issued for

III nominal of

Faustina the Younger, Crispina and Julia Domna, as well as the images of four types of ships
presented in several variants. Earliest they appear on coins of Markus Aurelius, and
the latest
ones for Gordian

III with Tranquillina. There is no such variety of types

and variants in the

images of sailing vessels in the repertoire of the other western-pontian cities.

Among the described reversible types of interest are those of the three nymphs, which are
usually associated with the healing springs, like the one in Anchialus, but here it is specific
that their worship is related to the first sports games in town that were held in honor

of

Emperor Septimius Severus (193-2ll) and the worshiped nymphs.

Chapter three "Monetary Legends" (p.126'155) includes analysis and inventory of the
features and different variants of the writings of the averse and reversal leeends of the
Anchialus coins processed in the study.
The inscriptions are written in Greek. The emperor names on the coin emission are usually

. KAICAP, which are often presented in abridged form:
AVT KAICAP; AV KAI; AV K; AV KA; AVT K or only AVT, in the cases when KAICAP
preceded by titles: AVTOKPATOP

is not included. On the early coins, cut for Antoninus Pius, after his name

it was written the

title SEVASTOS abbreviated version SEV, which is absent on the later coins. The averse
legends of almost all stamps of Maximinus I and Gordian III are complicated by
the addition
in their end of an AVf abbreviation of the title AVGUSTUS, often written in ligature.
The legends connected to the portrait images of empress are relatively simpler. They
contain
only the name followed or preceded by the CEBACTH title, written in full or in abbreviated
form. It is noticeable that the anchialic engravers more often use the ligature when writing

the
names and titles of the rulers, unlike, for example, neighboring Apollonia, where
ligatures are

not used.
The legends on the front side of the anchialic coins are in nominative case and
written

clockwise. In cases when the distance is not enough for the entire inscription, the last part
of
the names and titles is exported horizontally below the emperors'images, as it
is the case with
the coins of Gordian III and the Tranquilline, but this practice is also applied in
the other
mints.

All

reversed legends are in genetive case, written from left to right. On the reverse
stamps

the pseudo-autonomous coins only the demoticon is written in two variants:
and

of

ANXIAAEON

A|XIAAEON.

OYAIIIA is observed for the first time on the reversed seals of the coin
denominations V, IV and III, cut for emperor Antoninus Pius during the mandate
of consul
suffectus Iulius crassipes (la0) in a short form: oyA u oyAll.
The epithet

Chapter four "Metric Parameters and Denominations" (p.156-166),in which yanislav
Tachev presents the metric data (diameter and weight) of 2312 regular urban
emissions coins
and nine medallions, which illustrate the production of the Anchialus mint.
Due to the

specificity of the matter and the continuous reference to different numbers, the main
impression is that in places the link with the numismatics is lost.
In the beginning of the city coinage in Anchialus only coins of small denomination
were
emitted. The early emissions of emperor Antoninus Pius are the most massive,
the dimensions
of the coins emitted during the Marcus Aurelius and Commodus period start to decrease,
which continues with the subsequent emperors and their family members. The end of
the
hiatus in Anchialus coinage, which lasted from the end of 2l I to 235 AD, was
followed by a
period of new rise in the urban coinage. In addition to coin dimensions,
the number of
reversed types increases relative to previous chronological periods.

At the time of Maximinus

I and Gordian III the coin dimensions reached up to 80% of the weight of Anthoninus pius,
emissions.

During the working period of the anchialic mint, coins of five denominations and medallions
are produced and they are described as "prestige coins".

Chapter five "Relations between Coin Stamps and Chronology of Emissions" (p.167-189)
has the largest volume in the study.

It examines aspects of anchialic coinage and the dating of

individual urban emissions in the narrowest possible chronological boundaries. The presented
seals on the face and back of the processed coins illustrate the established links between them,

for the sake of clarity they are presented separately for each ruler or member of his family.
The coinage of Anchialus begins most probably during the reign of emperor Hadrianus (117138). The first coin emissions are of two denominations with two reversed types. These small

coins are designed for the local market and are not found in treasures with provincial coins

from the cities of Moesia and Thrace. The reign of emperor Antoninus Pius marks a new stage
in Anchialus coinage, when aportrait of the emperor appears on the face seals of the city
coins in two versions - bust or head.

Of interest is the information about a coin of Lucius Verus III nominal, unpublished until now
in the specialized numismatic literature. It was cut down during the time of provincial
governor Appius Claudius Martialis (161-163). I must point out that the years of the legatus

Augusti Claudius Martialis, which are mentioned in the text, are not correct. After the
discovery of military diplomas for the troops in Thrace from his mandate it was proved that
the period was 166-169

AD. In the text of the conclusion, the date was corrected.

Of interest is the coinage in Anchialus during the time of emperor Septimius Severus g, in
which four distinct periods with their own characteristics can be distinguished. During the
first period, coins of V, II and I nominal were minted for the emperor, while only coins with

V nominal were minted during the second period. In the third stage of the anchial's coinage
for Septimius Severus, the activity of the city mint is the largest (400 out of overall640
copies) with different reversed types of iconography. Only few coins from the last forth

period are discovered.
The statistics shows that during the short reign of emperor Maximinus I (236-238),the
anchialic mint cut the largest number of reversed types. Until now, fifty-four images with

different iconography are known, some of which have three or four variants and sub-variants.
Some of the types are described for the first time in this study. The coinage in the city

flourished during the reign of this ruler.

During the reign of Emperor Gordian III (238-244), coins of five nominal were emitted in
Anchialus. But it is important to note that the popular statement that the peak in coinage in the
cities of the provinces of Thrace and Moesia was during the time of Emperor Gordian III is
not valid for Anchialus.

Chapter six "Countermarks" (p.290-297) includes fifteen coins, grouped into several
groups according to their affiliation prior to the counter-marking, and where the countermark
seal was placed (in Anchialus or another mint). This is an important issue, but a larger amount

of empirical material is needed in order to make historically acceptable and logical
conclusions.

Chapter seven "Circulation and Distribution" (p. 298-309) has the task of outlining the
topography of the distribution of Anchialus coins. Information about this gives the
composition of the collective coin finds and the single coins found. In the presented text,72

collective findings are presented in tabular form, but in the literature are known, at least
another 27

.In this case, it is important not only the statistics, but also the information

about

the distribution area of Anchialus coins, as well as information about the other coins in the
finds. The conclusions made by Yanislav Tachev in the text correspond to the empirical data,
but the work would benefit if there is a more detailed historical interpretation of the individual
finds, wherever possible, of course.

Chapter eight "Counterfeits" (p. 310-317) deals with the known to date coins imitating
the coins from Anchialus. This is an important issue given the actuality of the problems.In my

opinion, there are details in the text that do not correspond to a scientific work.
Conclusion (p. 318-340) It summarizes the accents of the individual chapters and the
conclusions drawn therein.

The literature used includes 662 titles. Of these, collections

-

33; scientific research -

monographs, articles are 358; Auction editions - 257; Internet sites

-

14 and others.

The catalog is in a separate bookcase (p. 366-751) and includes 31 12 coins distributed in
193 boards. The processed specimens are chronologically organized, indicated are their

nominal, averse and reverse stamps numbers, their full metric data, the stamp position relative
to the coin core, the current storing place of each specimen and the publication in which the
respective coin type.

All of the coins included in the study are illustrated in real size.

The subject of the presented work "The Coinage of Anchialus" by Dr. Yanislav Tachev is
relevant for the bulgarian science and the author has coped well with the problem developed
by him. In the course of his work he has processed and analyzed a large quantity of coins that
are included in the catalog. The quoted more than 357 titles show the author's serious attitude

during the preparation of the dissertation work. The proposed text is well structured, the
requirements for the development of this type of research have been met, and no violations

of

the procedure were committed.

The research methodology used by Yanislav Tachev is validated in numismatic studies, he

follows it correctly, which leads to positive end results.
The presented autor's abstract is prepared correctly and corresponds to the content

ofthe

work.
The dissertation work "Anchialus Coinage" is an independent scientific study with
contributions of the author on the topic:

-

This is the first scientific work in which is collected, studied, analyzed, systematized on

chronology, nominal, reverse images and cataloged a significant amount of numizmatic
material- 3,112 coins emitted by the Anchialus mint.
- All aspects of Anchialus coinage are presented, developed and analyzed on the basis

of

information from ancient authors, epigraphic and archaeological monuments, and
contemporary scientific investigations.

The exact number of the averse and reverse stamps of the previously known coins
included in this work and the links between them have been established. The number and

chronology of the separate emissions for each imperial family have been established.

All

reversed types (130) known to date with their variants (149) and sub-variants (26)

emitted during the operation period of the Anchialus mint have been analyzed and
systematized.
The previous chronology ofappearance ofsome

ofthe reverse types has been corrected.

It was found that the coinage in the city of Anchialus lasted for more than a century,
starting with the emissions of "pseudo-autonomous" coins during the reign of Emperor
Hadrian (117-138) and ending at the end of emperor Gordian III's reign (238-244).
In this dissertation work for the first time are published 47 new reverse types and 189 new
variants, sub-variants and combinations between coin seals.

-

For the first time, based on the numerous numismatic materials, the average parameters of all
types of anchialic city coins were correctly defined, the number of nominal mint for each emperor
or member of his familv was established.

On the zubject of the dissertation are published 4 papers and materials.

Conclusion:
In the presented dissertation work "Anchialus Coinage" Dr. Yanislav Yordanov Tachev
has accomplished his assigned tasks and has achieved important scientific results. The

purpose of the comments made is to help for the clarification of specific questions, but they
do not belittle the work of the author.

