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REVIEW 

 

For competition for the academic position Associate Professor in the area of higher 

education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Studies, scientific field 3.4 Social activities 

(Sociological aspects of the social pedagogical activity), announced by Konstantin 

Preslavsky – University of Shumen, for the needs of Department of Social and Special 

Pedagogy at Faculty of Education, with only candidate Dr. Veselina Nikolaeva Ilieva. 

 

REVIEWER: Professor DSc Luchiyan Angelov Milkov - Lecturer at the 

University of National and World Economy - Sofia, Faculty of Management and 

Administration, Department of Public Administration. 

I have registration in NCID since December 2018.  

I have been appointed an external member of the Scientific Jury and a reviewer, 

by order No. РД-16-008 от 03.02.2020, by the Rector of Univerity of Shumen.  

Mobile: 089 555 3 400; Home: 02/ 9 361 363  

E-mail: milkovl@abv.bg  

 

I. Contest details 

The competition was announced by University f Shumen in State Gazette No. 

97/10/12/2019. the Assistant Professor competition is open for teaching in the courses 

and programs of the Department of Social and Special Pedagogy, under the Bachelor's 

and Master's programs. 

The set of paper materials presented by the Rev. Dr. Veselina Nikolaeva Ilieva is 

in accordance with the Rules for the Development of Academic Staff of Shumen 

University and includes the following documents: 

1. Application form to the Rector of Shumen University for admission to the 

competition 

2. Professional biography in European format. 

3. Diploma for Bachelor educational degree. 

4. Diploma for Master educational degree. 

5. Diploma for educational and science degree Doctor. 

6. Information for compliance with the minimum national requirements for academic 

positions "Associate" under Art. 26, para. 2 and 3 of LDASRB.  

7. Information for citations. 

8. Declaration of authorship. 

9. Declaration of Assurance. 

10. Information for originality of scientific contributions. 

11.  Information on additional indicators of art. 57a, para. 2 of the IRLDASRB. 

12. Information for the publications. 

13. Compact Disc containing the set of documents and publications. 
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II. Biographical and professional data 

Dr. Veselina Ilieva was born in 1985. 

In 2011 she graduated specialty Social Activities in University of Shumen and 

acquires Bachelor’s degree. 

She graduated with a Master's degree in Regulation and Control in the System of 

Social Activities in 2014 at Shumen University, Faculty of Education, in the field of 

social work.                     

In 2018 she gained scientific and educational degree “doctor” in Theory of 

education and didactics (Social Education), scientific field 1.2 Pedagogy in the area of 

higher education 1. Educational sciences, Konstantin Preslavsky – University of 

Shumen with dissertational thesis “Social Identification of the Child refugee in 

Bulgaria”. 

Since May 2016 she has been a lecturer at the Department of Social and Special 

Pedagogy of the Faculty of Education at University of Shumen. 

 

III. Scientometric indicators 

Dr. Veselina Ilieva participated in the competition with the habilitation work on 

the theme: "The Society and the Functioning of the Man in it"; two monographs: "Social 

Identification of Refugee Children in Bulgaria" and "Normative Analysis of the 

Concepts of "refugee","refugee child" and "refugee wave"; two articles in Bulgarian and 

four in English in annuals, collections and magazines. 

1. Monographs and books 

1. 1. The monograpf "The Society and Functioning of Man in It” Shumen, 

University publishing house Университетско издателство „Episkop Konstantin 

Preslavsky”, 2020, 203 p., ISBN 978-619-201-364-6. It is a theoretical study of the 

sociological portrait of society and the functioning of man as a person in it. 

The first part defines the concept of "society" and examines its sociological system 

in the context of the Bulgarian sociological tradition. The analysis of the concept goes 

through the various theories of society - social Darwinist, psychological, Marxist, 

critical, formalistic, humanistic and others. Some knowledge about the functioning of 

different types of societies is given, from a sociological point of view - hunters and 

gatherers, pastoral, horticultural, agricultural, feudal, industrial and post-industrial, 

emphasizing their importance for the development of human civilization. The most 

popular contemporary concepts for society are presented, among them those of the Mass 

Society, the Information Society, the Virtual Society, the Network Society and others. 

The second part deals specifically with the functioning of the human in society, 

the human being as a complex bio-social system and the main processes associated with 

it - adaptation, socialization, social role, social status, desocialization, re-socialization, 
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sociality and more. Knowledge about the social knowledge and social behavior of the 

individual in society without which it would not be able to function in it is presented. 

1. 2. Social Identification of Refugee Children in Bulgaria, Shumen, Universuty 

publishing house “Episkop Konstantin Prelsavsky”, 2018, 150 p., ISBN 978-619-201-

260-1. This paper explores the issue of refugee children who are an integral part of 

refugee flows. Refugee children are negatively affected by the processes and phenomena 

associated with the second phase of the migration processes - moving from one's home 

country to another country, which is related to persecution, flight or stay in a refugee 

camp. Veselina Ilieva notes the main factors delaying the process of social integration 

of refugee children: problems in the family with different nature and difficulties in the 

process of social acceptance in the new country. 

1. 3.    In the work Normative Analysis of the Concepts of “Refugee”, “Refugee 

Child” and “Refugee Wave”, published in 2018, Universuty publishing house “Episkop 

Konstantin Prelsavsky”, an analysis of issues relevant to contemporary science dealing 

with migrants and migration processes is made.The fate of unaccompanied or separated 

children who leave their countries for various reasons is analyzed. They may flee 

persecution, armed conflict, exploitation or poverty. They may have been sent by their 

family members, or they may have decided to leave their country to secure their survival 

or to receive an education or a job. They may have been separated from their families 

while on the run or trying to reunite with their parents and other family members. They 

may have been trafficked. It is often a combination of several factors. 

2. Scientific articles and reports 

In the articles and reports we find interesting positions and opinions of Dr. 

Veselina Ilieva, which show her scientific growth in the period from 2016 to 2019. Ideas 

and insights are presented here, which, later, are further developed, enriched and find a 

place in the dissertation and in the subsequent research and teaching activity of the 

colleague. Clear style of presentation, skillful handling of the concept apparatus, correct 

reference to leading Bulgarian and foreign authors - these are the features of the attached 

articles. 

 

IV. Scientific activity 

Vesselina Ilieva defend his dissertation work in 2018 and received educational and 

scientific degree "Doctor" in pedagogy. 

Participates in one national and eight University scientific projects in the field of 

education. 

From the first publications in 2016 to the present, in the analysis of monographs, 

methodological aids and articles, there has been a serious growth, both in style and 

language, and in search of significant thematic areas. Veselina Ilieva demonstrates 

erudition, scientific skills and research experience, subjecting a thorough analysis of the 

data obtained from a number of empirical studies. Her preparation allows her to develop 
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at a good level the problems she explores and publishes. An effort has been made to 

bring to the fore the strictly scientific criteria for interpreting perspectives. 

A characteristic feature of the publications (monographs, books, articles and 

reports) is the objective scientific analysis of the various problems that are included in 

them. 

There is no evidence that the candidate's scientific production is not her own. The 

reference sources are correctly stated. 

 

V. Teaching workload and activity 

The main activity of Dr. Veselina Ilieva is teaching. She develops a number of 

curricula that she implements in her teaching activities. 

In the Department has a serious teaching load, both with lecture courses and 

seminars in bachelor's and master's degrees. 

 

VI. Key contributions 

The presented scientific production of Dr. Veselina Ilieva is theoretically applied. 

Its contributions can be differentiated into the following thematic areas: 

- Presentation of the social identification of refugee children in Bulgaria in the 

context of certain theories and categorical-concepts apparatus of sociology, social 

psychology and law. 

- Systematization of theoretical ideas about the social identification of personality. 

- Formulating the specific role of the social identification of refugee children in the 

formulation of policies regarding their integration. 

- Argumenting theoretical conclusions about the social identification of refugee 

children as an important condition for their inclusion in the host country. 

- Development of a toolkit for research into the problems of refugee children, mainly 

their social identification. 

- Formulation of policies directly related to refugee children in Bulgaria. 

- Presentation of scientific development with content that enables it to be used in the 

practical work of specialists working with refugee children in the Republic of 

Bulgaria. 

- Defining social phenomena 'community' and 'society' by aggregating knowledge 

of contemporary specific communities. 

- Building a sociological portrait of society and creating a scientific picture of the 

functioning of the person as a person in it. 

- Theoretical analysis of the human being, as a complex bio-social system in view 

of the basic processes connected with it - adaptation, socialization, social role, 

social status, desocialization, re-socialization, associativity, etc. 

- Accumulated are knowledge of social cognition and social behavior of the 

individual in society, without which it could not function in it. 
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Veselina Ilieva has been cited in seven scientific publications, in peer-reviewed 

journals, collections of scientific papers. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, I note that there is a considerable teaching workload with students, 

general scientific activity and serious production, which convince me that the candidate, 

Dr. Veselina Ilieva, is eligible for the academic position of Associate Professor.  

The table with the obligatory minimum requirements for scientific, scientific-

applied and educational activity, for occupation of an academic position, shows that the  

Dr. Veselina Ilieva meets the requirements on scientometric indicators and criteria - 415 

points. 

The presented professional biography and the analysis of the scientific 

developments are proof of the established professional competences in the field of social 

pedagogy. 

On the basis of the above, I consider that the only candidate for the announced 

competition for the academic position "Associate Professor", Dr. Veselina Ilieva, fully 

complies with the LDASRB, the Rules for its implementation and the Rules for the 

development of the academic staff of the Shumen University. 

Because of all this, MY ASSESSMENT, for the occupation of the academic 

position “Associate Professor” announced by the competition, by Dr. Veselina 

Nikolaeva Ilieva, is POSITIVE. 

The achieved scientific, research and teaching results give me a reason to convince 

the Honorable Scientific Jury to elect the Associate Professor Veselina Nikolaeva Ilieva 

to the Academic Position and to propose to the Honorable Faculty Board of Faculty of 

Education, at the Shumen University, to approve the decision of the Scientific Jury and 

award her the academic position of Associate Professor, for the needs of the Department 

of Social and Special Pedagogy, under the Faculty of Education, in the area of higher 

education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Studies, scientific field 3.4 Social activities 

(Sociological aspects of the social pedagogical activity). 

 

 

 

Date: 04.03.2020                          

                                                

Professor DSc Luchiyan Angelov Milkov 


