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1. Contest details 

The announced in the State Gazette, No. 97/10/12/2019 competition for the academic 

position Associate Professor in the area of higher education 3. Social, Economic and Legal 

Studies, scientific field 3.4 Social activities (Sociological aspects of the social pedagogical 

activity) is for the need of Department Social and Special Pedagogy at Faculty of Education in 

Konstantin Preslavsky – University of Shumen. The announcement of the competition complies 

with all requirements of the Law for the Development of the Academic Staff of the Republic of 

Bulgaria, the Regulations for the implementation of LDASRB and the Rules for the Development 

of the Academic Staff of the Bishop Konstantin Preslavski University. 

2. Details of the candidate 

The candidate Veselina Nikolaeva Ilieva received her Bachelor's degree in Social Activities 

in 2011 from the Konstantin Preslavski –University of Shumen. She continued her education at 

the same university, with Master's degree in 2014, in specialty Regulation and Control in the 

System of the Social Activities. 

Since 26.01.2018 she gained scientific and educational degree “doctor” in Theory of 

education and didactics (Social Education), scientific field 1.2 Pedagogy in the area of higher 

education 1. Educational sciences, Konstantin Preslavsky – University of Shumen with 

dissertational thesis “Social Identification of the Child refugee in Bulgaria”. 

Her work experience is twelve years, five of which are directly related to the social sphere 

- one year 'fieldwork' in social service and four years as a teacher of social pedagogy and social 

work at the Konstantin Preslavski – University of Shumen.  

She has participated in five courses and specialized trainings for professional development 

and qualification, proven by a certificate. 



She has been contributing to the publication of the internationally renowned online journal 

SocioBrains for more than five years, holding the position of Manager.  

She is a member of the Union of Scientists in Bulgaria, Section "Sociological Sciences" and 

the National Association "Women in Science", Section in University of Shumen.  

3. Description of scientific works 

A total of 9 publications were submitted for review, of which 1 monograph, 2 books 

(published on the basis of a dissertation thesis), 2 papers in edited collective volumes and 4 articles 

published in non-refereed scientific peer-reviewed journals, two of which are in English. The 

submitted papers for review are in accordance with the standards for scientific publications. 

The monograph "The Society and Functioning of Man in It” in 203 pages, man is presented as 

a "complex biosocial system" and its relationship with the macro-system of society. Social norms 

and deviations and factors influencing what constitutes an important component of the work of 

helping professionals play a serious role. 

The first part defines the concept of "society" through different theories of society and 

examines the functioning of different types of society, from a sociological point of view. The 

second part focuses on the functioning of man in society and discusses the basic processes and 

phenomena related to him, such as adaptation, socialization, social roles, social status, 

desocialization, re-socialization. 

In the book Normative Analysis of the Concepts of “Refugee”, “Refugee Child” and “Refugee 

Wave”, with a total volume of 143 pages, a thorough review of the above concepts has been made 

in the light of national and international legislation. The problems and risks of unaccompanied 

refugee children are presented extensively. Policies and measures have been identified regarding 

the most vulnerable group - refugee children. A documentary analysis of existing policies at home 

and abroad has been made. 

There are more than 11 million refugee children in the world. They are among the most 

vulnerable in the world. Every day, they risk losing something important in their lives, including 

the loss of a future that every child deserves. This extremely serious problem deserves an 

important place in the scientific production of Veselina Ilieva. 

The book Social Identification of Refugee Children in Bulgaria is a natural extension of the 

previous one. In it, the author discusses the concepts of identity and identification in 150 pages. 

It is presented its own empirical study, conducted in 2017. Although it does not clear the exact 

number of respondents, a qualitative toolkit was used and a complete and adequate analysis of 



the identification of refugee children in Bulgaria as of 2017 was made. Particular attention has 

been paid to the importance of cultural and religious identity and how it can be a challenge to the 

integration of refugee children. 

It is noteworthy that the focus of the scientific production of candidate Veselina Ilieva is 

directed to the sociological aspects of social work. It is mainly oriented towards structural social 

work - activity to assist individual social groups, to optimize the work of social protection 

institutions and to increase the effectiveness of social policy in society as a whole. The sociology 

helps social workers to find out in what environment they perform their professional activities, 

what is the social structure of society and which groups and layers are poorly protected. 

In four of the six articles and reports presented, the author gives a modern look at society, 

social communities and social change, linking it to classical understandings. 

 Social Change and Historical Reality. The report examines the nature of social change in 

society and its dependence on economic development. Focuses on the parameters of social change 

in Bulgaria after 1989 and related social, economic, political, cultural and technological changes. 

Community and society. Specific communities (in English) In addition to distinguishing and 

defining the terms community and society, in this article the author focuses his interest on specific 

communities, namely "secret societies" and their influence on socio-economic and political 

processes in societies. 

Modernization, Social Hybridization, Social Convergence as Forms of Social Change. The 

article looks at some forms of social change - modernization, social hybridization and social 

convergence, as factors for the progress, political, economic and cultural development of 

societies. 

Social Differences, Social Capital and Social Injuries. In this article, the author discusses 

different perspectives on social inequality and its implications. A good attempt has been made to 

analyze the link between social inequalities and social capital. 

The other two publications discuss more specific issues - the topic of gender differences in 

aggression through sociology and exploring future areas of social work through the content 

analysis method. 

Sociological Perspective to Gender Differences in Aggressiveness. An interesting 

sociological view is given about aggression and its gender dimensions. Social control has been 

cited as a leader in overcoming aggression and guaranteeing social order. 

Content analysis and forecasting of social services (in English) Through the content 



analysis, a study of the future of social work was conducted, to this end the content of six national 

dailies was analyzed over a period of one month.  

The publications of the candidate are multidisciplinary in nature and closely correlate with 

sociology, social work, social pedagogy and social psychology. The multilateral assistance to 

vulnerable groups of the population provided by modern society presupposes the 

multifunctionality of social activity. 

In the period 2015-2018 Veselina Ilieva participated in nine scientific and research projects, 

one of them national and the others - university. 

She participated in eight scientific forums, of which seven with reports and in the 

organization of six conferences. She is proofreader of twelve collections and compiler of three. 

The candidate has the required number of points for the individual indicators for occupying 

the academic position of Associate Professor and has fulfilled the minimum national requirements 

of the LDASRB. 

 

4. Scientific contributions 

Candidate Veselina Ilieva has submitted a list with 17 personal scientific contributions. We 

can summarize them in two directions: 

First. A theoretical and empirical study of one of the most socially significant topics of our 

decade - the refugees and the refugee wave - with serious focus on volume and quality, with a 

focus on refugee children. Their social identification has been investigated and analyzed in the 

context of different scientific fields. Some of the research and publications contain ideas, 

summaries and suggestions that can be used by local or national authorities in the area of 

migration and social policy. These ideas can facilitate the development and implementation of 

adequate strategies for refugees, as well as the identification of more effective measures that will 

improve their quality of life, especially for refugee children. 

Second. The author provides a comprehensive overview, through the lens of classical and 

modern scientific views, of the functioning of society, community and the individual, exploring 

significant sociological and social phenomena such as "social change", "social capital", "social 

differences", "social inequalities", "social behavior". 

It is extremely valuable to analyze and discuss contemporary concepts for society and 

communities and how this affects the functioning of the modern person. These searches of the 

author motivate him to develop and carry out applied studies that enrich social science and 



practice. 

The applicant's scientific achievements are reflected in 7 citations, 4 of which are in 

collective volumes and 3 in scientific journals. 

5. Teaching activity 

Veselina Ilieva has been a lecturer at Konstantin Preslavski – Shumen University since 2016. 

For the last four years, she has developed materials and leads the following disciplines at 

Bachelor's Degree program: Sociology (Lectures and Exercises), Summer Practice and Pre-

graduation practice and pedagogical training and practicum. At the Master's Degree, she is 

engaged in lessons in the disciplines: Socio-pedagogical training, Propedeutic of Social Work, 

Management of Social Educational Institutions, Social work with migrants and refugees, socio-

pedagogical work with children at risk and Practice in the social and educational institutions. 

It can be seen that the disciplines she leads are completely in line with her practical and 

theoretical knowledge and scientific interests.  

Besides our activities in lectures and practical environment applicant works with students 

in research and artistic projects. 

 

6. Conclusion 

 The application of Veselina Nikolaeva Ilieva in the current competition for occupying an 

academic position "Associate Professor" fully meets the requirements of the LDASRB.  

Considering the qualities of the scientific publications presented and the fact that the applicant is 

a thorough and responsible researcher and lecturer, with opportunities for linking research, 

applied and educational work, as a member of the Scientific Jury under this procedure, I give my 

POSITIVE assessment for the award of the academic title "Associate Professor" in the scientific 

field 3.4 Social activities of the Dr. Veselina Nikolaeva Ilieva. 

Date: 20.03.2020    Associate Professor Sonya Georgieva Budeva, PhD 

Veliko Tarnovo 


