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SUMMARIES OF THE PUBLICATIONS 

 

of Ph.D. Veselina Nikolaeva Ilieva 

For participation in the competition for the academic position Associate Professor in the area of higher 

education Social, Economic and Legal Studies, scientific field 3.4 Social activities (Sociological aspects 

of the social pedagogical activity) , announced by Konstantin Preslavsky – University of Shumen in the 

State Gazette, No. 97/10/12/2019 

 

I. HABILITATION WORK – MONOGRAPH  
 

1. Ilieva, V., The Society and Functioning of the Man in It, Shumen, University publishing house 

Университетско издателство „Episkop Konstantin Preslavsky”, 2020, 203 p., ISBN 978-619-201-364-6.  

Summary: The monograph is a theoretical study of the sociological portrait of society and the functioning 

of man as a person in it. From the very beginning, the first part defines the concept of "society" and 

examines its sociological system in the context of the Bulgarian sociological tradition. The analysis of the 

concept goes through various theories of society - social Darwinist, psychological, Marxist, critical, 

formalistic, humanistic, etc. They are given certain knowledge about the functioning of different types of 

societies, from a sociological point of view - hunters and gatherers, pastoral, horticultural, agricultural, 

feudal, industrial and postindustrial, emphasizing their meanings for the development of human civilization. 

The most popular contemporary concepts for society are presented, among them those of the Mass Society, 

the Information Society, the Virtual Society, the Network Society and others. 

The second part deals specifically with the functioning of man in society by considering man as a complex 

biosocial system and discussing the basic processes associated with it - adaptation, socialization and related 

- social role, social status, desocialization, re-socialization, sociality, etc. Presented are knowledge of social 

cognition and social behavior of the individual in society, without which it could not function in it. There 

are also presented the generational relationships of people in society. 

The monograph can be of benefit to sociology students, students studying in the social sciences system, as 

well as to readers interested in these fields. 
 

II. PUBLISHED BOOKS BASED ON DISSERTATION FOR AWARDING THE EDUCATIONAL 

AND SCIENTIFIC DEGREE "DOCTOR"  
 

1. Ilieva, V., Social Identification of Refugee Children in Bulgaria, Shumen, Universuty publishing house 

“Episkop Konstantin Prelsavsky”, 2018, 150 p., ISBN 978-619-201-260-1. 

Summary: The cultural diversity is what shapes the contemporary image of European societies. Europe 

combines different ethnicities, religions, languages, traditions. Social relations should be based on 

fundamental values such as: tolerance for differences; accepting the cultural diversity and importance of 

any traditional culture. This involves overcoming the stereotypical thinking associated with the constructed 

notions of the "other" and the attitude towards it. Refugees are one of the social groups, defined as "others" 

in society, and among them, refugee children are the most vulnerable. The realization of effective protection 
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of these children presupposes their successful social identification with a view to their inclusion in the host 

societies, such as the Bulgarian one. 

Particularly significant for refugee children is their participation in activities related to the preservation of 

their social identity, given their unique nature of people bearing the distinctive characteristics of two, and 

in many cases, more cultures. Their participation in these various activities provide an opportunity to 

maintain and preserve their social identity. All this contributes to the effective protection of refugee 

children, the protection of their rights and, consequently, to the optimal course of integration. 

Migration processes today are an integral part of globalization processes. Migration processes are complex 

in structure and form of manifestation and are determined by a number of factors that have a strong 

influence on the directions and magnitudes of migration, namely: socio-economic, natural, psychological, 

ethnic, political and religious. The factors most influencing the migration process are socio-economic. They 

reflect the specific appearance of social phenomena and are related to a particular regional and national 

policy of different countries in the world. 

Refugee children, which are an integral part of the refugee flows, are influenced by different phases of the 

migration process. Refugee children are negatively affected by the processes and phenomena associated 

with the second phase of the migration process - moving from their home country to another country, which 

is related to persecution, flight or stay in a refugee camp. In relation to the third phase of migration processes 

related to residence in the host country, the main factors delaying the process of social integration of refugee 

children may be mentioned: family problems of different nature and difficulties in the process of reception 

by the host society. This can lead to a number of problems related to the personal development of children, 

their upbringing, opportunities for upbringing, adaptation and training in the host society. 

The process of adapting refugee children to the conditions and requirements of the host country's 

educational system is complex and long-lasting. As bearers of their cultural and religious identity, 

belonging and often after a prolonged period of stress, these children face a number of challenges related 

to their inclusion in schooling and their socialization. 

The integration of refugee children can be carried out optimally if public relations are based on the 

principles of interculturalism, which presupposes tolerance as one of the fundamental values and if their 

social identity is maintained as an integral part of their social development process, which runs parallel to 

their integration into the norms and traditions of the host society. 

 

2. Ilieva, V., Normative Analysis of the Concepts of “Refugee”, “Refugee Child” and “Refugee Wave”, 

Publishing house “Episkop Konstanitn Preslavsky”, Shumen, 2018, 143 p., ISBN 978-619-201-261-8.  

Summary: The military conflicts in the Middle East and North Africa over the past few years have 

generated a huge refugee wave targeting the Old Continent. The European Union has faced not only an 

unexpected migration crisis, but also the challenges posed by the lack of a common pan-European 

philosophy and policy to find a solution to the problem. 

Unaccompanied or separated children leave their countries of origin for various reasons. They may flee 

persecution, armed conflict, exploitation or poverty. They may have been sent by their family members or 

they themselves may have decided to leave their country to secure their survival or to receive an education 

or a job. They may have been separated from their families while on the run or attempting to reunite with 

their parents and / or other family members. They may have been trafficked. It is often a combination of 

several factors. 

However, regardless of the circumstances and the reasons why they are on the move, all unaccompanied or 

separated children have two main characteristics. First, they are children and should be treated first and 
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foremost as such. Second, as children who are temporarily or permanently deprived of their supportive 

family environment, they are entitled to special protection and assistance. 

Many unaccompanied or separated children do not register with the relevant authorities as they cannot or 

are afraid to do so or have been advised by family members, their peers or channelers to continue to another 

destination. It is disturbing that other children cannot contact the authorities because they are controlled by 

traffickers and are intended for sexual, labor or other exploitation. 

The relatively high number of unaccompanied or separated children arriving or moving within Europe poses 

very real challenges for countries. They are a pressure on resources to provide appropriate care and support 

for newcomers to seek out families and determine the best interest of the child in finding a lasting solution. 

It is also a challenge for countries seeking to fulfill their commitments stemming from the Convention on 

the Rights of the Child and the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights and EU directives and regulations.  

  
 

III. ARTICLES AND REPORTS PUBLISHED IN NON-REFERENCED JOURNALS WITH 

SCIENTIFIC REVIEW OR PUBLISHED IN EDITORIAL COLLECTIVE VOLUMES  
 

1. Ilieva, V., Social Change and Historical Reality, Annual of Konstantin Preslavsky – University of Shumen, 

т. XXIIID, 35 years Faculty of Education, Veliko Tarnovo, Publishing house „Faber“, 2019, p. 160-169, 

ISSN 1314-6769 

Summary: The article deals with the essence of social change in society. It focuses on the parameters of 

social change in Bulgaria after 1989 in the light of changes in the state of the sociological system of our 

society and its elements and countries in the course of functioning and development. It states that 

sociological theories of social change are mainly divided into: theory of social evolution and theory of 

social revolution. Theories of social evolution define social change as a peaceful transition from one stage 

in the development of society to a more complex one. These theories are presented in the theories of Henry 

Saint-Simon, Auguste Comte, Herbert Spencer, Emil Durkham and others. These theories are analyzed in 

detail within the article. The reader's attention is drawn to the fact that evolutionary social change can, 

except in a fundamental way, proceed in sub-species reforms, modernization, transformation and crises. 

The second type of social change is revolutionary. Representatives of the theory of revolutionary change 

are Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, Emil Bernstein, Vladimir Ilic Lenin and others. It is the essence of their 

concepts.In conclusion, the following should be noted: Contemporary Bulgarian society is undergoing a 

social change, with major social, economic, political, cultural and technological changes taking place. But 

there is a strong dependence of social change on economic development, which is essential in building the 

identity of each individual, group or community and in the functioning of public institutions. 

 

2. Ilieva, V., Sociological Perspective to Gender Differences in Aggressiveness, Collection of scientific 

works of the traveling seminar Istanbul - Kusadasi - Izmir (30.04.2019 – 07.05.2019), Konstantin 

Preslavsky – University of Shumen, Faculty of Education, Publishing house „Faber“, Veliko Tarnovo, 

2019, p. 44-52, ISBN 978-619-00-0996-2 

Summary: Contrary to the claim that aggression is a purely psychological phenomenon, this article raises 

the question that it is also a sociological one. Within the community, people interact both positively and 

negatively, as is aggression. Aggressiveness has a gender dimension – there are differences in its 

manifestation between women and men. Men tend to be more aggressive than women. Men, unlike women, 

are more dominant and more powerful. In many life situations, including the control of society, law 

enforcement, and even interpersonal relationships, men are more aggressive than women. In a biological 
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context, it can be concluded that male and female aggression depends on male sex hormones. From a 

sociological point of view, in order to overcome aggression in society, social control should be 

strengthened, thus ensuring the social order. 

 

3. Ilieva, V., Community and Society. Specific Communities., SocioBrains, Issue 53, January 2019, pp. 95-

99, ISSN 2367-5721 (online), www.sociobrains.com, Publ.: Veselina Nikolaeva Ilieva., Bulgaria, 2019, 

(SJIF = 5.536) 

Summary: В статията се посочва, че първият задълбочен анализ на понятието в социологическата 

литература прави Фердинанд Тьонис в неговия важен научен труд „Общност и общество“ (1887). 

За първи път той разграничава два вида съюзи: Общност - Gemeinschaft и Society - Gesellschaft. 

Общността е близкият, сплотен живот на малка група хора с нещо свързано, а обществото е 

публичност - голяма група от хора, по-големи от общността. Накратко се представят концепциите 

на други учени, занимавали се с темата общност – общество: Рене Кьониг, Ян Шчепански, Робърт 

Нисбет, ДимитърМихалчев, Чавдар Кюранов и др. Социалните общности имат три основни форми: 

социална категория, социална общност и социална съвкупност.  Но в тази статия в се разглежда 

само една конкретна общност, която играе роля в обществения живот – специфичната социална 

общност. Пради тази причина авторът се фокусира върху така наречените „тайни общности“ - тези 

общности са повлияли на социално-икономическите и политическите процеси в човешката история, 

както положителни, така и отрицателни, в зависимост от оценката, дадена им от гледна точка на 

техния момент на ориентиране към историческата епоха, в която са били оценени и анализирани. В 

този контекст се показва историческото значение на тайните общества катоТампилиери, 

Вилдерберги, Череп и кости и др. A special place is dedicated to Virtual Societies - a mark of the modern 

age. 

 

4. Ilieva, V., Content Analysis and Forecasting of Social Services, SocioBrains, Issue 54, February 2019, pp. 

104-109, ISSN 2367-5721 (online), www.sociobrains.com, Publ.: Veselina Nikolaeva Ilieva., Bulgaria, 

2019, (SJIF = 5.985)  

Summary: The Content Analysis method / or Content Analysis / came about in the early 20th century, 

when Harold Lasswell began researching propaganda texts from World War I. Its main purpose is to 

determine what should be placed in the spotlight in order to achieve a certain effect on the audience.  The 

article describes how Content Analysis is conducted with students in Social Pedagogy. A content analysis 

was conducted to examine the extent to which the issue of the future of social work is on the agenda of the 

media and society. They studied national dailys such: "24 chasa", "Trud", "Monitor", "Telegraf", "Sega", 

„Republika“, for November, 2018. The overall conclusions drawn from the analysis of social services in 

the foreseeable future of Bulgaria over the next 10-15 years are directed to: 1. social services for children - 

closing childcare facilities and expanding foster care; 2. improving social services as a result of the 

development of information and nanotechnology; 3. restricting social services for the Roma through 

effective state measures; 4. expanding the scope of social services targeting the elderly of the aging 

Bulgarian nation. 

 

5. Ilieva, V., Modernization, Social Hybridization, Social Convergence as Forms of Social Change, 

SocioBrains, Issue 52, December 2018, pp. 187-191, ISSN 2367-5721 (online), www.sociobrains.com, 

Publ.: Veselina Nikolaeva Ilieva., Bulgaria, 2018, (SJIF = 5.536) 
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Summary: The Social change in the societies occurs in its two main types: evolution and revolution, but 

there are also different forms of modernization, social hybridization and social convergence. They, to a 

great extent, direct different societies towards progress, political, economic and cultural development. This 

article is dedicated to the analysis of these three forms. The modernization is defined as a process of 

renewing outdated social systems, formations and civilizations in the spirit of contemporary needs. The 

transition of humanity from agrarian to industrial society can serve as an example of modernization. The 

social hybridization is formulated as a crossover of institutions, subsystems, from different types of 

societies or entire societies in general. And social heterosis (accelerating growth, increasing size, increasing 

vitality and productivity) is the result of social hybridization and represents the acquisition of new 

institutions, subsystems, spheres that make society more resilient in the more complex conditions of 

existence. It is argued that the process of social hybridization and modernization results in the process of 

social convergence, i.e. convergence of opposing societies, for example - Marxist capitalism and proletarian 

socialism converge in a democratic society such as bourgeois socialism or democratic capitalism 

 

6. Ilieva, V., Social Differences, Social Capital and Social Injuries, SocioBrains, Issue 50, October 2018, pp. 

52-58, ISSN 2367-5721 (online), www.sociobrains.com, Publ.: Veselina Nikolaeva Ilieva., Bulgaria, 2018, 

(SJIF = 5.536)  

Summary: Problems related to inequalities are one of the oldest questions addressed by sociologists. The 

concepts of the inequality extend back in time to Plato's theory of the republic and were subsequently 

developed in the social theories of Karl Marx, Max Weber, Georg Zimel, Robert Merton, Wallerstein, 

Wilkinson and Pickett and many other researchers. The article addresses two major methodological issues: 

The first is when social inequality can be talked about; The second is directly related to the first and 

concerns the differences and similarities between social differences and social inequalities. The social 

inequality can be defined as a form of social differentiation in which individual individuals, social groups, 

classes, categories and / or classes are at different levels of the vertical social hierarchy and have unequal 

life chances and opportunities to satisfy their needs. And the term "social capital" is generally defined as 

an advantage created by the position of the individual in the structure of social relations. The social capital 

is built up through the functioning of such mechanisms as social networks, common norms and beliefs, 

mutual trust. The description of social capital and its sources is made at three levels - the micro, meso and 

macro levels of society. The consequences of social inequalities are that they all suffer equally - violence, 

crime, low education, poverty, poor public health, etc. all go along with major inequalities. The article 

analyzes inequalities and their relationship with social capital. 
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