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OPINION 
 

By Professor PhD Zhivka Encheva Voenkinova  

Lecturer at Konstantin Preslavsky – University of Shumen, Faculty of Education 

 

Member of the Scientific Jury in the competition for the academic position Associate 

Professor in the area of higher education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Studies, scientific field 

3.4 Social activities (Sociological aspects of the social pedagogical activity), announced by 

Konstantin Preslavsky – University of Shumen in the State Gazette, No. 97/10/12/2019 

 

Candidate: Ph.D. Veselina Nikolaeva Ilieva – Lecturer at Konstantin Preslavsky – 

University of Shumen 

 

Concerning: scientific, applied and professional-academic activity, and production presented 

by a candidate in the competition Dr. Veselina Nikolaeva Ilieva, in the competition for the 

academic position Associate Professor in the area of higher education 3. Social, Economic and 

Legal Studies, scientific field 3.4 Social activities (Sociological aspects of the social pedagogical 

activity), at Faculty of Education, Konstantin Preslavsky – University of Shumen 

 

I. Summary data on the candidat's scientific production and activities:  Dr. Veselina 

Nikolaeva Ilieva was born on 25.02.1985. In 2011 she graduated Bachelor degree Social Activities 

at Konstantin Preslavsky – University of Shumen. In 2014 she graduated Master degree Regulation 

and control in the system of social activities at Konstantin Preslavsky – University of Shumen. In 

2018 she gained scientific and educational degree “doctor” in Theory of education and didactics 

(Social Education). Since July 2008 untill December 2011 she worked as technical cooperator in 

Megaboard Bulgaria. Since April 2013 untill October 2013 she worked as Senior inspector in 

Capital Inspectorate at Sofia Municipality. Since May 2015 untill April 2016 she worked as social 

worker in Association Information and Consulting - St. Marina Day Care Center for Mental 

Disabilities, Sofia. Since May 2016 until now she has been working as a lecturer at the Faculty of 

Education at Konstantin Preslavsky – University of Shumen. Since September 2014. until now she 

is the manager of the internationally peer-reviewed online journal SocioBrains. Veselina Ilieva's 

activity is related to teaching, research and practical activity. She works on projects, participates in 

conferences, symposia, round tables. Areas of research and interest include social work, social 

studies, sociology and social work with refugees and migrants. The candidate Dr. Veselina 

Nikolaeva participates in the competition with the following scientific products: monographs - 1; 

published books on the basis of a dissertation thesis for the award of the educational and scientific 

degree "doctor" - 2; publications - 6 articles. 

All presented publications are  in the announced competition. 

 

II. Evaluation of the scientific and practical results and contributions of the creative 

production submitted for participation in the competition: 
The monograph "The Society and the Functioning of Man in It" is a successful theoretical 

study of the sociological portrait of society and the functioning of man as a person in it. The first 

part defines the concept of "society" and examines its sociological system in the context of the 
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Bulgarian sociological tradition. The analysis of the concept goes through various theories of 

society - social Darwinist, psychological, Marxist, critical, formalistic, humanistic, etc. The second 

part deals with the functioning of man in society by analyzing man as a complex biosocial system 

and the main processes related to it - adaptation, socialization and related social role, social status, 

desocialization, re-socialization, sociality and more. Knowledge of social knowledge and social 

behavior of a person in society without which it would not be able to function in it is skillfully 

presented. 

The book "Social Identification of Refugee Children in Bulgaria" presents cultural diversity, 

which outlines the contemporary image of European societies. Europe combines different 

ethnicities, religions, languages, traditions. The social relations should be based on fundamental 

values such as: tolerance for difference; accepting the cultural diversity and importance of any 

traditional culture. This involves overcoming the stereotypical thinking associated with the 

constructed notions of the "other" and the attitude towards it. 

Of interest are the studies in the book "Normative analysis of the concepts of" refugee "," 

refugee child "and" refugee wave ". Military conflicts in the Middle East and North Africa over the 

past few years have generated a huge refugee wave targeting the Old Continent. The European 

Union has faced not only an unexpected migration crisis, but also the challenges posed by the lack 

of a common pan-European philosophy and policy to find a solution to the problem. 

The articles submitted for review highlight the established facts on which the nature of social 

change and historical reality has been analyzed. The essence of social change in society is 

examined. It focuses on the parameters of social change in Bulgaria after 1989 in the light of 

changes in the state of the sociological system of our society and its elements and countries in the 

course of functioning and development. Concerning the sociological perspective on gender 

differences in aggression, the claim that aggression is a purely psychological phenomenon is 

emphasized, this article raises the question that it is also sociological. Within the community, 

people interact both positively and negatively. Aggressiveness has a gender dimension - there are 

differences in its manifestation between women and men. A successful comment was made on the 

fact that the first in-depth analysis in the sociological literature was made by Ferdinand Tionis in 

the scholarly work "Community and Society" (1887), for the first time he distinguished two types 

of unions: Community - Gemeinschaft и Society - Gesellschaft. The community is the close, united 

life of a small group of people with something connected, and society is publicity - a large group 

of people larger than the community. V. Ilieva makes a correct description of the Content Analysis 

Method / or Content Analysis that emerged in the early twentieth century when Harold Lasswell 

began researching propaganda texts from World War I. Its main purpose is to determine what 

should be placed in the spotlight in order to achieve a certain effect on the audience. It presents 

social change in societies, which occurs in its two main types: evolution and revolution, but there 

are also various forms of modernization, social hybridization and social convergence. They largely 

direct different societies to progress, political, economic and cultural development. This article is 

dedicated to analyzing these three forms. Modernization is defined as the process of renewing 

outdated social systems, formations and civilizations in the spirit of contemporary needs. Based on 

the research V. Ilieva skillfully presents the problems related to inequalities, which is one of the 

oldest issues of concern to sociologists. The concepts of inequality extend back in time to Plato's 

theory of the republic and were subsequently developed in the social theories of Karl Marx, Max 

Weber and others. The article addresses two main methodological issues: the first relates to the 

question of when social inequality can be spoken, the second is directly related to the first and 

addresses the differences and similarities between social differences and social inequalities. 
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The contributing moments can be summarized as follows: 

1. The social identification of refugee children in Bulgaria is presented in the context of certain 

theories and categorical-conceptual apparatus of sociology, social psychology and law. The 

specific role of the social identification of refugee children in formulating policies regarding 

their integration is formulated. 

2. The study of social change in historical aspect through the theory of social evolution and the 

theory of social revolution and in the perspective of social change in Bulgaria, occurring after 

1989. An analysis of social change such as modernization, social hybridization and social 

convergence has been made. 

3. The gender differences in sociological aggression are justified and the fact that aggression is 

one of the interactions between people that determines their behavior.  

4. The possibilities for realization of Content Analysis in the forecasting of social services are 

shown, basing the analysis of own research of this type together with the students. 

5. The concepts of "social capital", "social differences" and "social inequalities" are 

differentiated. A sociological portrait of the society has been constructed and a scientific 

conception of the functioning of the person as a person in it has been created. An interesting 

theoretical analysis of man as a complex biosocial system has been made. 

 

III. Critical notes and recommendations: I recommend, on the basis of the theoretical and 

practical experience already gained, that Dr. Veselina Ilieva prepares and publishes a Study Guide 

in Sociology for working with students during the seminars. 

  

IV. Concluson: Considering the above, I consider that the cansisate in the competition for 

academic position Associate Professor -  Dr. Vesselina Nikolaeva Ilieva fully meet LDASRB, the 

Implementing Regulations of LDASRB, the Regulations for the development of the Academic staff 

of Konstantin Preslavsky – University of Shumen. Because of all this, my assessment of the 

academic position of Associate Professor in the competition announced by Dr. Veselina Nikolaeva 

Ilieva is POSITIVE. The achieved scientific results give me reason to persuade the Honorable 

Scientific Jury to give a positive assessment of the application and to propose to the Faculty Council 

of the Faculty of Education of Konstantin Preslavsky – University of Shumen to elect Vesselina 

Nikolaeva Ilieva for Associate professor in the area of higher education 3. Social, Economic and 

Legal Studies, scientific field 3.4 Social activities (Sociological aspects of the social pedagogical 

activity). 

  

 

 

Date 18.03.2020                                

Shumen     Professor Ph.D. Zhivka Encheva Voenkinova 


