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The opinion was prepared on the basis of order Ne RD-16-070 / 10.07.2020 and
Decision of the meeting of the scientific jury with minutes Nel / 23.07.2020. Its content is
in accordance with the requirements of the Law for development of the academic staff in

the Republic Bulgaria (LASRB) and the Regulations for its implementation.

1. DATA ON THE COMPETITION

The competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor" at the
University of Shumen "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" in the professional field 4.4. Earth
Sciences (Social and Economic Geography) was announced in the State Gazette - issue.
20 from 10.03.2020. Documents for the competition were submitted by one candidate -
Dr. Veselin Penchev Petkov. When reviewing the submitted documents, it becomes clear
that the requirements of the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic

of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its implementation have been met.

2. BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF THE CANDIDATE

Dr. Veselin Petkov was born on March 6, 1990. In 2014 he graduated with a
bachelor's degree in Geography and Biology from the University of Shumen "Bishop
Konstantin Preslavski". In 2015 he obtained a master's degree in "Cultural Tourism" at the
University of Veliko Tamovo "St. St. Cyril and Methodius ”, and in 2016 he graduated
with a master's degree in“ Geography and Interactive Education “at the University of

Shumen® Bishop Konstantin Preslavski ”. In 2019 he defended his dissertation on "Socio-



cultural aspects of cultural tourism in the Shumen region" at the University of Shumen
"Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" and obtained a scientific degree "Doctor". From March to
November 2016 he was a part-time lecturer in geography, and from November 2016 until
now he has been an assistant professor of economic geography at the University of
Shumen "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski". At the same time, in the period 2014-2017 he
was a teacher at the Hristo Botev Primary School in the village of Pamukchii, in 2016-
2017 he was a geography teacher at the Hristo Botev Primary School in the village of
Tsarkvitsa, in 2017-2020 he was a teacher in Geography at the "John the Exarch of
Bulgaria" Secondary School in Shumen.

The candidate uses Russian, Turkish and English, for which he has the relevant

certificates for proficiency in a foreign language.

3. ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION OF THE RESEARCH ACTIVITY AND

THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE APPLICANT

In the competition for "Associate Professor” Dr. Veselin Petkov has presented 34
publications, of which one independent monograph and one co-authored, one co-authored
article in a journal indexed in Web of Science, 10 articles in non-WoS and SCOPUS
indexed publications, 21 articles in non-indexed editions, five of which are in English.
The presented publications do not repeat those for obtaining the educational and scientific
degree "Doctor”. It is noteworthy that only 8 of the candidate's publications are
independent, which is proof that he can work in a team.

The thematic direction of the publications of Dr. Veselin Petkov is in the field of
geography of the population and settlements (12 publications), geography of tourism (11
publications) and 11 publications. research dealing with general scientific problems of
social and cultural geography, green economy, regional studies. Two of the articles
discuss the latest issues related to the COVID-19 pandemic.

According to the information provided by the applicant, the number of citations of

his publications is 25.



The main contributions of the research of Dr. Veselin Petkov can be grouped in the
following areas:

- Detailed analysis of the specific characteristics of the domestic and foreign tourist
flow in Shumen district;

- Outlining the main problems of the rural areas in Bulgaria on the basis of in-
depth demographic and settlement surveys on the territory of Dobrudja;

- Most of the settlements in the territories studied by the applicant are ranked
according to the degree of depopulation and the scheme for correlation of the settlements
in the different quality groups according to their degree of depopulation has been
approved;

- As a result of in-depth research and knowledge of the Shumen region and
Dobrudzha, tourist routes have been outlined that could increase the tourist potential of

the region.

4. CRITICAL NOTES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The scientific production of Dr. Veselin Petkov presented for opinion does not
give grounds for serious critical remarks. The accumulated knowledge and theoretical and
empirical information has been successfully used in the development of monographs,
articles and reports. I would recommend the candidate to further develop the thematic
areas in which he works and to increase his publications in international indexed and

referenced publications on WoS and SCOPUS.

5. CONCLUSION

Dr. Veselin Petkov participates in the competition with scientific production,
which by its thematic focus, quantity and quality of theoretical and scientific-applied
contributions enriches the theoretical knowledge and methodological approaches of
geographical science and supports management practice in the field of tourism.

Taking into account the conditions for holding the academic position of "associate
professor"” under Art. 53 of the Law for development of the academic staff in the Republic

of Bulgaria, after a thorough review of the documents and materials submitted by the



candidate in the competition, it was established that he meets all the requirements, as
shown below:

According to Art. 53 (1) the candidates must have acquired an educational and
scientific degree "Doctor" - the candidate has submitted a copy of the diploma Ne D-202 /
19.09.2019, issued by the University of Shumen "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" for
obtaining an educational and scientific degree "Doctor";

According to Art. 53 (2) the candidates must have held the academic position of
"assistant professor" for at least two years - from November 21, 2016 to the present the
candidate is an assistant professor in economic geography at the University of Shumen
"Bishop Konstantin Preslavski", according to the submitted CV;

According to Art. 53 (3) the candidates must have submitted a published
monographic work - The candidate has submitted a published monographic work
"Geography of the population, settlements and regions in Bulgaria", which is co-authored,
the parts written by him exceed 100 pages, therefore it is accepted;

According to Art. 53 (4) Candidates must meet the relevant minimum national
requirements for the position of "Associate Professor" - The candidate meets the
minimum national requirements as follows:

- in group A there are the necessary 50 points that are required;

- in group B a monograph is presented, due to which he receives the required 100
points;

- in group D there are 426 points, with required 200;

- in group E there are 59 points, with required 50.

According to Art. 53 (5) the candidates must not have plagiarism in scientific
works proven by the legally established order - the candidate has submitted a declaration
of authorship and no plagiarism has been found in his scientific production.

In conclusion, the research and scientific-applied activity of Dr. Veselin Petkov
meets the regulatory requirements for the development of the academic staff and my

overall assessment is positive.



In view of the above, I propose that the members of the scientific jury support the
candidacy of Dr. Veselin Petkov to take the academic position of "Associate Professor" in
the field of higher education 4. Natural Sciences, Mathematics and Informatics:
professional field 4.4. Earth Sciences, Economic and Social Geography at the University

of Shumen "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski".
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