SCIENTIFIC OPINION
by Associate Professor Dr. IVAYLO LYUBOMIROV VLADEYV,

member of the Scientific Jury
for occupation of the academic position “ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR”
in the Field of Higher Education: 4, Natural Sciences, Mathematics, Informatics,
Professional Strand 4.4 Earth Sciences (Social and Economic Geography), announced in
State Gazette, issue 20 of March 10-th, 2020, to serve the needs of Department
“Geography, Regional Development and Tourism”,
Faculty of Natural Science, Shumen University

1. Information about the competition

The competition for "Associate Professor" has been announced in SG, issue 20 of
March 10-th, 2020. It was proposed by the Department of Geography, Regional Development
and Tourism and has passed through all levels of approval at Shumen University “Episkop
Konstantin Preslavki”.

Documents for the competition have been submitted by one candidate: Dr. Veselin
Penchev Petkov. In accordance with the statutory eligibility requirements and internal
university rules and regulations, herein I underline the legal basis for the implementation of
the procedure.

According to order of the Rector of Shumen University No RD-16-070 / 10. 07. 2020,
I have been appointed an internal member of the Scientific Jury. The first meeting (as per
order No FD-03-039 / 17. 07. 2020) of the Scientific Jury was held on July 23-rd, 2020 and
the date of the final meeting scheduled for September 4-th, 2020.

2. Information about the candidate

Vesselin Penchev Petkov was born on March 6-th, 1990 in the village of Izbul, Novi
Pazar municipality. He completed his secondary education at Vocational High School in
Clothing, Nutrition and Chemical Technology "Prof. Dr. Asen Zlatarov”, Shumen in 2008. He
graduated higher education, Bachelor's degree, specialty “Geography and Biology” in 2014 at
Shumen University “Episkop Konstantin Preslavki”. He acquired Master's degree in Cultural
Tourism graduated in 2015 at the University of Veliko Tarnovo "Sveti Sveti Kiril i Metodiy”,
and in 2016 he graduated with a Master's degree in Geography and Interactive Education at
Shumen University”. In 2019 he was conferred the postgraduate academic degree Doctor of
Philosophy in Field of Higher Education 3. Social, Economic -and Legal Sciences, in
Professional Strand 3.4. Social Activities (Organization and management outside the field of
material production) after successfully defended Dissertation titled "Socio-Cultural Aspects of
Cultural Tourism in Shumen Region."

From 2016 to date he has held the academic positions of Assistant and Lecturer at
Shumen University “Episkop Konstantin Preslavki”. He has a command of English, Turkish
and Russian language. The public activity of the candidate consists in his membership in the
Bulgarian Geographic Society and in the Association of Professional Geographers and
Regionalists, Shumen branch. He takes part in the editorial board of the digests "Geographical
Horizons" and "Travels in Bulgaria", reflecting the results of field geographical practices and
research expeditions with students and student research seminars.

3. Research production of the candidate

In the announced competition the candidate participates with 34 publications,
including 2 monographs, 11 articles in an international database, indexed and referenced



editions, 21 publications in non-indexed editions (5 in a foreign language and 16 in
Bulgarian), 10 of them representing reports at national and international forums. All of them
are within the scope of the professional strand and of the scientific specialty. Eight of them
are single-authored, and 26 are co-authored. The analysis of the data shows that the
publications of which Dr. Petkov as a single author are 23.5% of all publications. The co-
authored publications are 26 co-authors, in 7 of which being a leading author which is 27% of
the publications.

It is noteworthy that some of the articles (4, 6, 7, 10) published in indexed research
journals are indexed in more than one database. The range of publications is in a wide
"geographical" range, those in Portugal (9 and 10) and Greece (16 and 17) predominating.
Other articles have been published in the Balkan countries — Romania, Croatia, Northern
Macedonia, as well as in Brazil, Chile and India.

An important place in Dr. Petkov's publications with relation to the competition is
occupied by the two monographs: "Cultural tourism, tourists, destinations in Bulgaria" and
"Geography of the population, the settlements and the regions in Bulgaria" (co-authored with
Prof. Dr. M. Penerliev). They are directly related to his research and teaching activities. The
former monograph treats the problems of cultural tourism through the prism of the space-time
vectors of its functioning. The trends influencing the behavior of tourists have been studied,
and a socio-cultural profile of the tourists practicing cultural tourism has been made.

The monograph "Geography of the population, the settlements and the regions in
Bulgaria" treats the problems of the population and the settlements in Bulgaria, the processes
of zoning and the categories of zones in the geographical area of the country. An opportunity
for modern cultural-geographical zoning is presented with an emphasis on the cultural-
territorial differences.

The research on the topic of the competition can be systematized in the following
strands: geography of population and settlements, geography of tourism and cultural
geography.

There are 13 publications in the scope of the thematic strand "Geography of the
population and settlements" - 2, 8, 12, 13, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25, 29, 30, 32, 34. They focus on the
study of the rural areas in Bulgaria. The author applies the spatial and complex geographic
approach and especially the "depopulation index" to analyze the process of depopulation in
the rural areas of Shumen region, Kamchia river valley, the mountains of Dobrudzha,
Strandzha, Eastern Rhodopes, Belasitsa. The characteristics and the problems of the social
infrastructure (healthcare, educational establishments) are described, as well as the influence
of the depopulation processes on it.

In the thematic strand "Geography of Tourism" there are 12 publications - 1, 3, 4, 5, 9,
10, 14, 15, 16, 17, 31, 33. Subject of analysis are the spatial concentration and localization of
the accommodation base, as well as some main tourist resources in Shumen region and the
place of the region in the hierarchical structure of the tourism sector. Some of the publications
in this strand explore general trends in the development of certain types of alternative tourism:
cultural, rural, festival, culinary, etc.

In the thematic strand "Cultural Geography" there are 9 publications - 6, 7, 11, 18, 21,
24, 26, 27, 28. A part of these publications in this strand present current research and
educational issues of social and cultural geography, geography of mass culture, geography of
consumption, geography of conflicts. Another part of the publications treats the theoretical
formulations of the concept of "cultural landscape" and the images as a socio-cultural
phenomenon in the formation of the tourist notions.

All research publications of Dr. Petkov are written in good language and style. They
are marked with clear and precise formulation of the treated problems and with justified



conclusions. In his research activity the candidate uses a rich literary apparatus with correct
citation of the relevant sources.

As per the reference list of existing citations provided by Dr. Petkov, according to the
minimum scientometric indicators they are 25 (excluding self-citations), which is an
indication of research interest.

4. Teaching and research activities

Teaching has extremely great importance and weight when it regards the competition
for "Associate Professor" at Shumen University “Episkop Konstantin Preslavki”. The listed
lecture courses are in keeping with the professional strand and research specialty of the
announced competition. Until 2020, Dr. Petkov has delivered seminars and laboratory
exercises in the Bachelor's degree in the specialties “Geography and Biology”, “History and
Geography” and “Geography and Regional Policy” within the subjects Geography of
Population and Settlements, Geography of Production and World Economy, Socio-Economic
Geography of Bulgaria, Cultural Geography, Territorial Development and Settlement System
of Bulgaria, Economic geography, Geoeconomics, Social and Economic Geography of the
Countries, Social and Economic Geography of Europe, Socio-Economic and Political
Geography of the Countries in the World, Geography of the Population, Settlements and
Regions in Bulgaria, Political Geography and Geopolitics. In general, they are commensurate
with the code and the strand of the competition and are evidence of Dr. Petkov’s profound
work in the respective strand.

In addition, highly noteworthy is his participation in extracurricular activities such as
preparing students for participation in scholarly forums and conferences; he was a scientific
supervisor of two graduates and a scientific consultant to one graduate, and also participated
in the development of curricula in which he was a teacher. Along with his publishing activity,
a significant aspect of the candidate's research activity is his participation in national and
international scholarly forums and research projects. According to the presented reference list,
he has participated in a total of 19 projects, including 1 international project, 7 national
projects and 11 university projects, their topics regarding population and settlements, tourism
and socio-economic geography.

The overall research work of the candidate proves that he is very well acquainted with
the thematic scope of the research strand in which the competition is announced. After getting
acquainted with the proposed research production and after analyzing it, I compared it with
the prepared reference list of summarized contributions and I find that it really reflects the
personal achievements and the public benefits of the candidate's work. The research
contributions in the works of Dr. Veselin Petkov can be summarized to key words such as
systematization, clarification of concepts, comparative analysis, disclosure of trends and
problems, offering solutions with a practical focus in the field of social and economic
geography.

According to ADASRB (Act for the Development of the Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria), RAADASRB (Regulations for the Application of ADASRB) and the
leagally established minimum scientometric indicators in Professional Strand 4.4. Earth
Sciences, the candidate fulfills the respective minimum requirements (400 points).with a total
of 630 points

5. Critical remarks and recommendations

I would recommend for his future works Dr. Veselin Petkov to enrich the implemented
research tools and to expand the territorial scope of his research; to deepen his research
activity in the field of socio-cultural geography, to substantiate a further development of the
other thematic areas in which he works and to publish more research works as a single author,
as well as to submit them for publishing abroad. Some of the publications are written in a
journalistic style and are essentially encyclopedic in nature, presenting widely known



information. I recommend the future Associate Professor to orientate towards supervising
PhD students and to focus on publishing textbooks and teaching aids, to be available to
students. The reference of the contributions is actual, but written rather unfocused.

5. Conclusion

Taking into account the compliance with all requirements of the procedure, the
research achievements of the candidate, his competencies, skills and potential, which he
demonstrates via all his publications and research and teaching activities, as well as on the
basis of my personal impressions, I take the liberty with full conviction to propose to the
esteemed members of the Scientific Jury to vote positively "FOR" conferring the academic
title "ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR" to Dr. Veselin Penchev Petkov in the Field of Higher
Education 4. Natural Sciences, Mathematics and Informatics, Professional Strand 4.4. Earth
Sciences (Social and Economic Geography).

August 12-th, 2020 Opinion delivered by:
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