Review

by Assoc. Prof. Irina Nikolova Ivanova, PhD,
Department of English Studies, Faculty of Humanities, Konstantin Preslavsky University of
Shumen, regarding the selection procedure for the academic position of Associate professor in
the area of: 1. Pedagogical Sciences, professional field 1.3. Pedagogy of Education
in...(Methodology of teaching English), announced in State Gazette no. 70 / 07.08.2020

Candidate: Miroslava Nikolaeva Tsvetkova, PhD, Department of English Studies, Faculty of

Humanities, Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen

1. The selection procedure

The present review has been carried out in connection with the selection procedure for the
academic position of associate professor in Pedagogical Sciences, professional field 1.3.
Pedagogy of Education in..., announced in State Gazette No. 70 / 07.08.2020. The only
candidate for the position is Miroslava Nikolaeva Tsvetkova, PhD, from the Department of English
Studies, Faculty of Humanities, Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen. The selection
procedure (announcement, submission of documents, appointment of a scientific jury) was
carried out according to the requirements of the Terms and conditions for earning academic
degrees and occupation of academic positions at the University of Shumen. The applicant meets
the minimum national requirements for occupying the academic position of associate professor

under Article 2b, paragraphs 2 and 3 of ZRASRB for academic degrees and positions.

2. Candidate biodata

The only candidate who submitted documents and materials for the selection procedure is
Dr. Miroslava Nikolaeva Tsvetkova, lecturer in the Department of English Studies at Shumen
University since 1999. Dr. Tsvetkova graduated from Shumen University, majoring in English
Philology in 1999 with a master’s degree and a professional qualification philologist and teacher

of English language and literature. Since the same year she has been working as an assistant, and



since 2009 - as a senior assistant in the Department of English Studies at Shumen University. In
2010 she was awarded a doctoral degree by the Higher Attestation Commission in the scientific
specialty 05.07.03, after successfully defending a dissertation on some aspects of the acquisition

of present continuous tense by 1-4™ grade students.

3. Teaching and research

From 1999 to 2020 M. Tsvetkova taught classes in various disciplines to students of
Primary School Pedagogy and Foreign Language, bachelor's degree, including: lectures,
seminars in ELT, Linguistic features in the acquisition of English by young learners; seminars on
Methodology of foreign language teaching, and from 2019 on - lectures and seminars on the
specifics of the English fairy tale. In 2018 she supervised a BA student of English Philology in

writing a BA dissertation on developing speaking skills of adult beginners.

Since 2019 Dr. Tsvetkova has given lectures and seminars in Fundamentals of foreign
language acquisition in the new master's program Pedagogy of Foreign Language Teaching, and
since 2020 she has had seminars in ELT to students of English Philology (Bachelor's degree,
Faculty of Humanities) and Pedagogy (Bachelor, Faculty of Pedagogy).

As part of the Erasmus program, Dr. Tsvetkova participated in a short-term mobility to
Eotvos Lorand Tudomanyegyetem University, Budapest, Hungary 2017 and the University of
Cordoba, Spain, in 2019.

Dr. Tsvetkova maintains and enhances her professional qualification by participating in
specializations, training seminars and conferences abroad, including: specialization at the Uni-
versity of Durham in 1998 on the topic: "Cultural relations and educational opportunities"; Sym-
posium on Foreign Language Learning at Aydin University in Istanbul, Turkey, 2010, entitled
"New Trends and Innovations in ELT: Foreign Language Acquisition: A Nightmare or A Pleas-
ant Dream?", a seminar on using technologies in foreign language teaching, Varna 2012 ,0ld

world? New world? Our world” with Jeremy Harmer as the main lecturer.

Dr. Tsvetkova has participated in a number of research and educational projects, of which 1
international, 2 national and 14 university-based. The systematic participation of the candidate in

the project activity of the Department of English Philology is impressive.



4. Contributions to research in the scholarly production submitted for evaluation in

the selection procedure for the position of associate professor

For the purposes of the selection procedure Miroslava Tsvetkova has submitted 1
monograph, 1 longer study and 22 articles in non-refereed journals. The articles have been
published in non-refereed journals and in edited collective editions with impact factor -
international (5) and national (4); in non-refereed national Journals without impact factor (5), and
in conference proceedings and annuals without impact factor (8).

The monograph entitled “ZTaxonomy of the English Constructions with “Be” (Bulgarian
Learners' Acquisition, Use and Errors) reflects the ongoing research interest of Dr. M. Tsvetkova
In issues related to mastering key English constructions by Bulgarians studying English, and
contains 158 pages in total. The idea of presenting the taxonomy of structures through the prism
of their acquisition, use and learners’ errors is particularly relevant in view of the growing
attention to the problems of language acquisition in the context of globalization and mobility,
and the associated requirements for quality in teaching. In this sense, the monograph is an
extremely useful and timely exploration of the existing theories and their application in teaching
on a global and national scale.

The research methodology in the study combines various modern research methods,
corresponding to the purpose and logic of the presentation and including critical analysis of the
leading theoretical concepts in the field of linguistics and language acquisition, needs analysis
and qualitative and quantitative analysis of empirical data with elements of contextual and
contrastive analysis and error analysis. The monograph is useful for both researchers and
teachers who would like to deepen their knowledge in the field of linguistic taxonomy and
language acquisition.

There is a scarcity of research in Bulgaria which is based on the interdisciplinary approach
related to the purely theoretical description and classification of linguistic constructions on the
one hand, and to phenomena arising from their use in students’ speech, on the other. In this
context, Dr. Tsvetkova’s monograph is a contribution to a relatively underdeveloped area of
research.

The monograph offers a thorough review of the theoretical literature in several main areas

related to the topic. In the first place, it is cognitive linguistics that expands and complements the



explanatory potential of linguistic description, updating its connection with the thought processes
carried out in the process of language use. In addition, the author discusses the processes of
language acquisition in specific contexts of teaching English as a foreign language and derives
the principles of the taxonomic hierarchy as determining language use. Particular attention is
paid to Chomsky’s generative grammar, and the relationship between his notion of universal
grammar and the theories based on language use. The author skillfully promotes and
substantiates the thesis that the language structure is built in the process of use, referring to the
views of established scholars such as Lakoff, Langacker, Tomasello, Goldberg, McClain and
others. The total number of references cited in the bibliography amounts to 209,

Constructions are considered as basic elements of language, which are built sequentially in
language acquisition, following the general cognitive principles of creating a model and
categorizing its elements. The taxonomic dependence between the verbs is substantiated by their
common origin - a conclusion that confirms the original hypothesis of the author. M. Tsvetkova
convincingly justifies the need for a taxonomy as an organizing framework that helps to
recognize common cognitive models and constructions by students. Awareness of the taxonomy
by teachers and students would help the development of students’ interlanguage, as well as their
understanding and correcting grammatical errors. This explains the fact that as the level of
language competence of learners and their age increases, their errors decrease.

In the theoretical part of the monograph the author defines the basic concepts - construction and
taxonomy, following the model of Bloom’s taxonomy. Using the classification of verbs,
according to their functional characteristics as part of the verb phrase, Tsvetkova distinguishes
their roles as full and auxiliary verbs and copulas, and the peculiarities of their use related to
these distinctions. In connection with the didactic orientation of the monograph, special attention
is paid to the empirical study of the use of the verb BE in the written production of students from
different age groups from 7 to 37 years old. 122 Bulgarian students with a level of English
language proficiency from Al to B1 were studied. The corpus of studied constructions covers
4816 units. This further validates the results of the study, giving it universal significance in terms
of age and language proficiency. The researcher systematizes the principles in the acquisition of
the verb BE which are reduced to several main points: the more difficult acquisition of the verb
as an auxiliary, compared to its function as a copula; consecutive acquisition of communicative,

interrogative and negative constructions; more mistakes in mastering question constructions and



past tense forms; more frequent use of the verb in combination with a personal pronoun as a
subject. Fewer errors are reported in the use of the verb in third person singular, in the short
answers and in the negative constructions. Interference and intralingual transfer are reported as
factors for making errors in the process of acquisition. The results of the study confirm the initial
hypotheses.

The contributions of the monograph, in my opinion, are related to the thorough analysis
of the state of research in the field of language acquisition, cognitive linguistics, generative
grammar and error analysis, based on the publications of foreign and Bulgarian researchers, and
the resulting thesis that each of the studied constructions builds on the previous one within the
taxonomic hierarchy. The empirical research convincingly supports the theoretical findings and
confirms the working hypotheses of the author. The interdisciplinary nature of the research
reflects the interaction between linguistic, cognitive and pragmatic aspects of language use,
emphasizing the importance of mental grammar as a network of models of constructions that are

employed in the process of language use.

M. Tsvetkova’s interest in issues related to language acquisition is evident in most of her
publications. Thus, the longer study and 7 of the articles are directly related to the topic of the
monograph, and the other articles expand the discussed issues with topics from the field of cog-
nitive linguistics, methodology of teaching a foreign language, and the use of new technologies
in teaching.

In most of her articles the author addresses the role of cognitive linguistics as a tool in the
study of the processes of language acquisition and language use. She is also interested in the
non-linguistic context as a bridge to linguistic forms and phenomena. We should mention her
consistency in the study of the acquisition of certain grammatical categories, such as the category
of time, and the constructions used to that purpose. In five of the publications the author focuses
on the specifics of mastering grammatical constructions by learners of different age. Seven of the
articles are dedicated to speech behavior in foreign language teaching, the use of new

technologies in teaching, and creating and developing students’ digital skills.

M. Tsvetkova is a recognizable researcher with her own contribution, as evidenced by the
citations presented for the selection procedure - a total of 10, of her individual publications, both
at home and abroad. Two of the citations are in journals refereed and indexed in RSCI, 5 - in

conferences selections, and the remaining 3 are in non-refereed editions. 4 of the citations are



from foreign researchers. M. Tsvetkova’s publications presented for the selection procedure are

in English and demonstrate good command of academic discourse and precise use of research

terminology.

Conclusion

In view of Dr. Miroslava Tsvetkova’s contributions to academic debate and research, and
her professional qualities as a researcher, university lecturer and administrator, I strongly believe
that she should be awarded the academic position of ‘associate professor’ in higher education
area 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional field 1.3. Pedagogy of education in... (Methodology
of teaching in English).
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