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Head Assistant Dr Miroslava Nikolaeva Tsvetkova, participant in competition
for the academic position "Associate prrofessor of: area of higher education 1

Pedagogical Sciences., professional direction 1.3 Pedagogy of teaching of...
(Methods of English Lrmguage Teaching) at Department of English Philology
of Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" promulgated in State

Gazette. number 7 0 107 .08.2020.

This review has been drawn up in accordance with the Law on the Development
of Academic Staff in the, Republic of BuLlgaria, Amend. SG number 77 of 17

February 2020 and with the current Rules of Procedure for acquiring scientific
degrees and holding acarlemic positions at "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski"
University of Shumen. l'he reviewer was appointed by order RD-16-
095102.10.2020. of the FLector of Sumen University "Bishop Konstantin
Preslavski", Prof. D.Sc. (Econ.) Georgi -Kolev. Dr. Miroslava Nikolaeva
Tsvetkova is the only candidate who hasr submitted documents in the announced
competition for the academic position "Associate Professor" at the Department
of English Philology, SII "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski", promulgated in SG

70107.08.2020. The canclidate, Dr. Miroslava Nikolaeva Tsvetkova, is a long-
time lecturer in the scienLtific area of Methodology of English Language
Teaching. As a teacher and researcher, she meets the legal requirements,
including the minimum national requirernents under ArL.26, paru.2 and 3. The
documents submitted by the candidate, trer participation in scientific events and
her scientific and popula.r publications motivate my categorical opinion to
propose that she be accepted to the scier:Ltific position for which she is applying.
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PROFES SIONA L BIOGRAPHY

The candidate, Dr. Miroslava Nikolaeva. Tsvetkova, has been a Lecturer in the
Department of English I'hilolo gy at SU "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" from
1999 until now - Assistant, 1999 and Head Assistant, 2009. She participated
successfully in many fields of professional activity such as: participation in the
work on the accreditation of the University; parlicipation in the preparation,
conduct and assessment of candidate student exams; participation in teacher
retraining courses; Erasrnus Faculty Coordinator 2004-2007; member of the
editorial board of the scientific series Bishop-Konstantin Readings; Quality
Officer at the Department of English Phiilology; member of the Committee for
the Verification of Linguistic Competen,ce of PhD candidates at the University.

FORMAL RE()UIREMENTS

The candidate, Dr Miroslava Nikolaeva Isvetkova, is in compliance with the
following formal requirements: The candidate has an academic degree of
"Doctor" in the scientific specialty "methodology of English language learning",
VAK,201l. The candidate has submitterd 24 scientific publications. The
candidate has 20 years of service as an E)nglish language assistant-professor.
The candidate has stated the availability of the necessary and sufficient number
of citations in the scientific literature. All documents submitted by the candidate
have been thoroughly and duly compilecl. The candidate has stated compliance
with the minimum national requirementsr by group of indicators for the different
scientific degrees and academic positions under ART. 2 B, par. 2 and 3 of the
Law as follows:

Group of
indicators

Contents Doctor Doctor of
Sciences

Head

Assistant
Associate
Professor

A lndicator 1 50 50 50 50 s0

L Indieator 2 100

C Indicator 3 100 100



Sum of
indicators

from 4 to lCt

30 100 200 200

E Sum of
indicators

from 11 to 13

100 50 100

E Sum of
indicators
from 14 to end

100
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As a result, I find that the formal llegal prerequisites for holding the

academic position of Associate Professor are met.

SISIENTIFIC REISEARCH WORK

The candidate, Dr Miroslava Nikolaeva Tsvetkova, as stated above, has
submitted a list of research publications including24 titles, as follows:

MONOGRAPH

Tsvetkov", M. 2020. Taxonomy of the lBnglish Constructions with 'Be'
(Bulgarian Learners' Acquisition, lJse and Errors), Shumen: Konstantin
Preslavsky University Press. ISBN 97 8-619-201 -404-9.

STUDY

Tsvetkova, M. 2012, Ttre present continuous tense construction in English as

part of cognitive taxonomy of preceding constructions, 26 pages, Annals of SU

"Bishop Konstantin Preslavski", Faculty of Humanrtanan Sciences, Vol. 23 A,
2012.ISSN 1311-7300.

Articles and reports pub.lished in non-rel]erenced journals with scientific reviews
or published in edited cc,llective volumes

Tsvetkovs, M. 2020. A Palindrome: a Llnit of Two Symmetrical Tails. In: R.
Dimitrovski (Ed.), KNOWLEDGE - Interynational Journal, Scientific Papers.

Vol. 38.6, Skopje, 2020,1383-1390. ISSIN 1857-923X (for e-version); ISSN
2545-4439 (for printed r,'ersion).
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Tsvetkovo, M. 2019. Grammar Mistake or creative Effectiveness? In: R.
Dimitrovski (Ed.), Knowledge - Internqtional Journal. Vol. 30.5. Serbia, Il37-
Il42.ISSN 2545-4439. Global IF 1.822 (2017).

Tsvetkov&, M. 2019. Beyond L2 Gramrnar Instruction. In: R. Todorova et al.
(Eds.), Viewpoints and Perspectives in IrLT & Linguistics. Studies in
Linguistics. Culture and FLT. Vol. 6. Sofia: Asenevtsi Publishing,T9-86.ISSN
2534-952X; ISSN 2534..9538. Impact Factor: 3.363 (SJIF 2016), 4.163 (SJIF
2077),4.685 (SIF 2018), 5.017 (SJIF 2018), 5.452 (SJIF 2019).

Tsvetkovs, M. 2018 Past-Time Reference, Tense, and Aspect (Past Simple and
Present Perfect). In: R. Todorova et al. (Eds.), Trends and Intersections in
Media Studies, Linguist.ics, and FLT. Studies in Linguistics, Culture and FLT.
Vol.4. Sofia: Asenevtsi trade Ltd.,98-105.4.685 (SIF 2018), ISSN 2534-952X;
ISSN 2534-9538 for online publication Directory of Research Journals Indexing
(DRJI), ROAD - Directory of Open Acoess Scholarly Resources, The Journals
Impact Factor (JIFACTOR), Systematic Impact Factor (SIF), Central and
Eastern European Online Library, Scribd, Google Scholar.

Tsvetkov?, M. 2018. The Language of the Digital Age. In: R. Dimitrovski
(Ed.), Knowledge - International Journal, Scientific Papers. Yo1.22.6, Serbia,
1545-1553. ISSN 2s45-4439. Global IF 1322 (2016).

Tsvetkovr, M. 2017 . The Nonlinguistic Context - a Bridge to Linguistic Items
and Phenomena. In: R. Todorova et al. (Eds.), Crossing Borders and Bridging
Gaps in English Language Teaching anclResearch. Studies in Linguistics,
Culture and FLT. Vol.2. Sofia: Asenevtsi trade Ltd.,219-226.ISSN 2534-
952X; ISSN 2534-9538 online; ISBN 918-619-7356-35-9 print; ISBN 978-619-
7356-36-6 pdf format file.

Tsvetkova,,M.2017. Polysemy and Homonymy of the Apostrophe. In: R.
Dimitrovski (Ed.), KNOWLEDGE - International Journal, Scientific Papers.
YoL.76.2, Skopje, 839-844.ISSN 1857-923X. (Global IF 1.023).

Tsvetkov&, M. 2017. Errors in Using Auxiliary Verbs. In: R. Dimitrovski (Ed.),
THE POWER OF KNOWLEDGE - International Journal, Scientific Papers.
Vol. 19.3, Greece, 1065.-1070. ISSN 2545-4439. Global IF 1.322 (2016).

Tsvetkovs, M. 2016. The Cognitive Approach as a Challenge in Foreign
Language Teaching. In: R. Todorova et al. (Eds.), Challenges in English
Teaching and Research. Series in Linguistics, Culture and FLT. Vol 1. Sofia:
Asenevtsi trade Ltd.,125-135. ISBN 978-619-7356-08-3. IF: 3.363 (SJIF 2016).

Tsvetkovz, M. 2015. A Local Response to the Global Reality of Teaching
English to Primary School Learners: Functions and Usage of the Verb 'To Be'.
In: D. Cheshmedzhieva (Ed.), The Global and the Local: Current Trends in
English Studies and Translation. Shumen: Konstantin Preslavsky University
Press, 53-56. ISBN 97 8-619-20 I -064-5.
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Tsvetkovs, M. 2014. The Problem of Equivalence in Contrastive Analysis. In:
S. Nedelcheva, D. cheshmedzhieva-Stoycheva, D. Mossop (Eds.), English
Studies: Translation and Linguistics. Shumen: Shumen University press. 132-
136. rSBN 97 8-954-577 -996-1.

Tsvetkove, M. 2014. Transitive and Intrransitive Constructions of the English
Present Progressive. Proceedings of 4th International Congress on Early
Prevention in Children with Verbal Communication Disorders. Shumen:
Konstantin Preslavsky Llniversity press, 7 2 -7 6. ISBN: 97 g-619 -201 -002-7 .

Tsvetkovs, M. 2013. Teaching Grammar to young Learners - A
Multidisciplinary Perspective on Secondl Language Acquisition. In: S.
Nedelcheva, D. Cheshmedzhieva-Stoycheva (Eds.), Dynamics,
Interdisciplinarity, Diversity. Shumen: Konstantin Preslavsky University press,
65-69 . ISBN: 97 8-9 s4-577 -814-8.

Tsvetkovr, M. 2013. Memory and language acquisition, Bishop Konstantin
Readings, Vol. 19, Shumen: Konstantin Preslavsky University Press. 34-36.
ISSN *.pdf: 1314-7358.

Tsvetkovs, M. 2012. oN THE INSEPARABILITY oF GRAMMAR AND
LEXIS IN THE ENGLISH PRESENT PROGRESSIVE CONSTRUCTION).
Current Trends in the Study of English. ishumen: University publishers
"Konstantin Preslavski", 63-70. ISBN: 978-954-577 -651-9.

Tsvetkove, M. 2010. can cognitive-functional Approach Foster young
Learners' Foreign Language Acquisition? In: R. Todorova, T. Seizova-Nankova
(Eds.), Language, Cognition, Communication. Shumen : Konstantin Preslavski
University Press, 66-72. ISBN - 978-954-577 -561-1.

Tsvetkove, M. 2004. The Role of Prefatrricated Language in Young Learners'
Foreign Language Acquisition. Annual of Konstantin Preslavski University,
Shumen. Vol. XVI F, Postgraduate studies, 155-165. ISSN - 131 l-834X
coauthored with Radka Spasova.

Tsvetkovs, M. 2003. A'Way with Words. Annual Proceedings of Technical
University in Varna. Varna: High-Technology Park - TU Varna Ltd.,206-211.
ISSN r3I2-1839.

Tsvetkovs, M. 2003. What Is Known about Acquiring the Grammatical
Properties of a Foreign Language. International Scientific Conference
LINITECH'03. Vol. 2. Gabrovo, 299-301. ISBN 954-683-167 -0.

Tsvetkovr, M. 2002. Real English. Collection of reports from the jubilee
scientific and practical conference on the topic of "Science, methodology and
school - conflicts and misunderstandingsi" Vol. 5, Smoljan, 56-58. ISBN 954-
9 I 026-8-8.
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Tsvetkovo, M. 2002. English as It's spoken, Ellipsis in Interrogatives.
International Scientific conference LNITECH' 02. Gabro vo. 637 -63 9. ISBN -
954-683-167-0.

Tsvetkovs, M. 2001. The Internet as a lieaching Tool. Scientific conference
"Contemporary achievernents of philological sciences and university foreign
language education, University Publishers "St. St. Cyril and Methodius, Veliko
Tarnovo, 520-524. ISBNI' - 954-524-377..5.

I shall examine two of the publications presented. The candidate has
presented as a monograph the work Tsvetkove, M. 2020. Taxonomy of the
English constructions with' Be' (Bulg arianlearners, Acquisition, IJse and
Errors). Shumen: Konstantin Preslavski University Press. ISBN 978-619-201-
404-9. Language structures with the verb 'be' in the English language have been
examined. The contribution of the monograph is expressed in a description of
the stages of development of the Bulgarian English interlanguage, the
application of effective rnethods in learning through taxonomic relations
between English structures with "be" and improving the grammatical
competence of BulgariarL learners. This is done through a detailed analysis of
the verb'be' as a standalone grammatical unit and its place and functions as a
verb-link and an auxiliary verb in English constructions with'be'. The analysis
is supported by a corpus of errors, built on the production of Bulgarians
studying English as a foreign language in different age and language groups.
The uptake of English structures with a'be' in a cognitive aspect is examined to
explain the symbiosis berlween the genetically-based mechanism for learning a
language and the acquired linguistic skills through experience. For this purpose,
two competing theories about language a.cquisition are the focus of the
monograph - Chomsky's generative granlmar and the use-based theory. They
explain the linguistic strurcture and use by integrating different overlapping
limitations with linguistic, cognitive and pragmatic origin. The study aims to
prove that the errors in the production of Bulgarians on English structures with
'be' are the result of the lack of a framework of linguistic structures to identify
common cognitive structures. In connection with the aforementioned theories,
the study hypotheses that each construction builds on the previous one in the
taxonomy of structures with "be", The methodological aspect combines modern
methods such as critical analysis, qualitarlive and quantitative analysis of
empirical data and counterfactual analysis and analysis of errors, which allow
for a thorough study of the data and production of Bulgarians and reaching the
final results and conclusions. I believe that the work deserves a positive
assessment, despite some personal reservations, on my part, regarding the
design of the described research project and some research methods (e.g. the
application of the so-called'contrastive linguistics' theory).

The candidate presents as a study the work Tsvetkova,M.2ol2. The
construction of the current long time in the English language as part of the
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cognitive taxonomy of tlhe previous constructions,26 pages, Yearbook of the
"Bishop Konstantin Pres;lavski" SU, Faculty of Humanities, Volume XXIII A,
2072: 256- 281 . IS sN 13 I I -73 00, LAN(GUAGE AS PART oF THE
COGNITIVE TAXONOMY OF THE PREVIOUS CONSTRUCTIONS. The
cognitive taxonomy of litnguage structures is considered, and at the center of the
study is the construction of the current long time in the English language. The
theoretical aspect is based on modern thr;oretical models such as Tomasello's
theory of language use, Croft's constructive grammar and,Goldberg's cognitive
grammar, based on the understanding thrat the application of only one theory is
not able to explain the whole variety of phenomena in the grammar system. The
linguistic basis is built o.n the understancting of language as a system of syntactic
structures that, functioning in speech, undergo a number of changes: they are
filled with appropriate vocabulary, transformed, shortened or expanded
accordingly. The basic principle is that l,oarners use language as an explicit rely
on the cognitive skills they are known to possess. The methodological aspect is
expressed by the use of a pedagogical model for the absorption of the
construction of the current long time in the English language, focusing on the
interlinguistic interferenoe and its role in the absorption of a foreign language.
The main parameters lairJ down in the cc,gnitive model for the absorption of the
construction of the present continuous tense at a young age are the unity of the
whole, composed of parts, of repeatability, taxonomic dependence of the
structure and context cornbined with illustrative illustration. I believe that the
research approach is justified and the results achieved are useful for the
pedagogical practice of teaching and learning English as a second language.

The above-mentioned publicationr; of the candidate, Dr Miroslava
Nikolaeva Tsvetkova, show scientific av/areness and ability to plan and carry
out research activities. kL addition, I accept what is stated in the presented
document "Reference to the original scientific contributions" submitted by the
candidate in the competir[ion.

This allows me to give a positive assessment of this share of the positive
qualities of the candidate,.

TEACHING WORK

In connection with her teaching activities, the candidate submitted the
following:

(a) Full-time and Frart-time classes; innovations in teaching methods,
provision of activities in a practical environment outside the higher school or
scientific organrzation. In the period 1999-2020, laboratory exercises in
practical English were conducted in the srpecialty Primary School Pedagogy and
Foreign Language, Bachr:lor's Degree, at the Faculty of Pedagogical Sciences of
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the University of Shumen "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski", as well as lectures,

seminary and laboratory exercises in discipline Linguistic features in the
acquisition of English in childhood in the same specialty. For three years, the

seminar exercises on methodology of learning a foreign language have been
conducted, and since 2019 - lectures an<l seminar exercises on features of the
English fairy tale. Since 2019 the Candirlate has been conducting lectures and
seminar exercises on Basics of Foreign l-anguage Learning in the newly opened
Master's Program Pedagogy of Foreign )i-anguage Learning, and from this2020
Practical English language in the specialties "English Philology" (Bachelor
level, Faculty of Humanities) and Pedagogy (Bachelor level, Faculty of
Pedagogical Sciences).

(b) Work with undergraduate students and PhD students, including
working with students and PhD students in research and artistic projects. In 2018
she was the scientific srapervisor of Nenad Angelov, a Bachelor of Science in
English Philology at the Faculty of HuLmanities of The University of Shumen

"Bishop Konstantin Preslavski", who suocessfully defended his thesis on the topic
"Developing speaking skills of adult bep;inners" in September of that year.

Teaching abroad at international universities includes as follows: (1)
Eotvos Lorand Tudomanyegyetem, Budapest, Hungary as an Erasmus exchange
of staff visiting professor: BA students, \4ay 2017 . (2) University of Cordoba,
Spain as an Erasmus exohange of staff visiting professor: BA students, April
2019,

CONCT,USION

In conclusion, I believe that the candidal.e, Dr Miroslava Nikolaeva Tsvetkova,
complies with the requirements for this oompetition. I declare my positive
assessment and opinion "for" the academic position "Associate Professor" of Dr
Miroslava Nikolaeva Ts'vetkova, at "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" University
of Shumen.

Sofia. 11.1 1 .2020.

T. Shopov


