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ABSTRACTS

HABILITATION THESIS - A MONOGRAPH

Tsvetkova, M. 2020. Taxonomy of the English Constructions with ‘Be’ (Bulgarian Learners’
Acquisition, Use and Errors). Shumen: Konstantin Preslavsky University Press. ISBN 978-
619-201-404-9.

TAXONOMY OF THE ENGLISH CONSTRUCTIONS WITH ‘BE’ (BULGARIAN
LEARNERS’ ACQUISITION, USE AND ERRORS)

Abstract: The monograph focuses on language use, rather than on language structures with
the verb ‘be’. The reason lies in the assumption that the structure of a language determines the
way it is used. Therefore, although the book is generally concerned with Second Language
Acquisition (SLA), it aims especially at contributing to the description of the development of
the Bulgarian-English Interlanguage (BEIL) and to effectively instructed language learning
through the taxonomic relationship between the English constructions with *be’.

The study aims to prove that the Bulgarian learners’ output of the English constructions with
‘be’, investigated through the errors in their production, is the result of the lack of a
framework of linguistic structures for identifying common cognitive structures,

The book addresses the acquisition of the English constructions with ‘be’ from the cognitive
aspect to explain the symbiosis between nature and nurture because the approach lets learners
acquire the grammatical constructions as a presentation of language in which each element is
related cognitively to the whole. For this reason two competing theories about language
acquisition are in the focus of the present monograph — Chomsky’s generative grammar and
the usage-based theory. The research is embedded in a generative model and a usage-based
framework of language acquisition with the assumption that the explanation of language
structure and use arises from an integration of different overlapping constraints from
linguistic, cognitive and pragmatic sources. Its findings will result in useful applications for
foreign language teaching and learning and help language teachers build up effective methods
to improve Bulgarian learners’ grammatical competence.

The methodological aspect of the study combines contemporary methods such as critical
analysis, quantitative and qualitative corpus analysis, contrastive analysis and error analysis.

Chapter One addresses the main notions in the book, ‘construction’ and ‘taxonomy’. The
study follows the model of Bloom’s taxonomy.

A comprehensive literature review in Chapter Two looks into the main studies conducted on
the topic and continues with the impact of the acquisition of the English verb ‘be’ as a part of
speech. ‘Be’ is considered to be the main part of a unit rather than a smaller part of a grammar
structure as the chapter is based on the main lexical classification of verbs according to their
functional features in the verb phrase and in this respect it defines them as full and auxiliary
verbs. The functions of “be’, both as a copula and an auxiliary verb, contribute to the learners’
understanding of the position they oceupy in the target language. By clarifying in what aspect
copular and auxiliary ‘be’ are similar and different, the chapter makes the boundary between
the groups clear and distinct.

The discussion moves on to the development of the English constructions with ‘be’ and their
place in the taxonomy in Chapter Three since each construction is su pposed to upgrade the
preceding one in the taxonomic order. Combining the acquisition order (syntactic approach)
and the cognitive (non-syntactic) approach, the study concludes that the characteristic features
and grammatical functions of the verb ‘be’ are fundamental for the structure of the taxonomy.
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the English constructions with ‘be’ and explores the nature of learners’ linguistie:
representations through learners’ systematic errors in the development of the Fnglish
structures with ‘be’ (subject-verb agreement errors, omission of the auxiliary verb ‘be’,
inversion errors in questions with *be’ and errors in the use of negation in constructions with
‘be) while the analysis is illustrated with tables, charts and graphs.

ARTICLES AND REPORTS PUBLISHED IN NON-REFERENCED JOURNALS
WITH SCIENTIFIC REVIEW OR PUBLISHED IN EDITED COLLECTIVE
VOLUMES

1. Tsvetkova, M. 2012, The Construction of the Present Progressive in English as Part
of the Cognitive Taxonomy of the Constructions Preceding It. Annual of Konstantin
Preslavsky University, Faculty of Humanities, vol. XXIIT A, 2012: 256- 281. ISSN
1311-7300.

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE PRESENT PROGRESSIVE IN ENGLISH AS PART
OF THE COGNITIVE TAXONOMY OF THE CONSTRUCTIONS PRECEDING IT

Abstract: The research work focuses on the construction of the present progressive in English
and investigates the cognitive taxonomy of the constructions preceding it. It aimed at
presenting the author’s idea through the constructed linguo-didactic model of the English
present progressive construction to educators in the field of SLA in order to foster the
acquisition of this grammatical unit. The theoretical aspect is based on a number of
contemporary theories such as Tomasello’s usage-based theory, Croft’s construction grammar
and Goldberg’s cognitive grammar in order to explain the variety of phenomena and depict
the relationships in the grammatical system. The linguistic aspect is built on the assumption
that language is a system of syntactic structures that transform in language use. The
fundamental principle that has shaped the study states that learners use language relying
explicitly on the cognitive skills they possess. The methodological aspect focuses both on
intralinguistic and interlinguistic interference and their role in second language acquisition.
The main parameters embedded in the abovementioned cognitive model include the unity of
the whole, which consists of parts, repeatedness, taxonomic relationship of the construction,
and contextual influence expressed with the help of an illustration.

2. Tsvetkova, M. 2020. A Palindrome: a Unit of Two Symmetrical Tails. In: R.
Dimitrovski (Ed.), KNOWLEDGE - International Jouwrnal, Scientific Papers. Vol.
38.6, Skopje, 2020, 1383-1390. ISSN 1857-923X (for e-version); ISSN 2545-4439
(for printed version).

A PALINDROME: A UNIT OF TWO SYMMETRICAL TAILS

Abstract: The topic of the article arose from the date 02/02/2020 a few days ago. The date
was considered to be the first number palindrome in 909 years and the only one this century.
Since ancient times people have been attracted by ‘magic’, which was difficult to explain such
as the reflection of the objects in the mirror and the symmetry in nature (the change between
day and might, seasons’ change, the solar eclipse, etc.). Just these phenomena from the non-
linguistic world made me think about a similar phenomenon in linguistics and it occurred that
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palindromes have existed in prose and poetry for centuries and even more, nowadays-thi
also used in speech.

The word ‘palindrome’ is derived from the Greek ‘palin’, which means ‘back’ and
‘dromos’meaning‘direction’, The present article focuses on palindromes in a comparative
study as strings of letters, words, or even an utterance, which do not change their meanings no
matter if they are read forwards or backwards. It could be assumed that each palindrome has
got a core and all the letters or words on its one side have their mirror reflection on the other
side. Punctuation and spaces between the letters or words are allowed.The article aims at
exploring and analyzing the structure of palindromes in English and Bulgarian. It raises the
question if the sequence similarity of the two “sides™ of the palindrome implies structural
similarity, too. The research question leads to the objectives of study, which are to decipher
the parts of the palindrome and to investigate if there is symmetry between the two “sides” of
the unit.

According to their type, letter-unit and word-unit palindromes are discussed at three levels —
phonetic, semantic and syntactic. At the phonetic level, the letter-unit palindromes are related
to spelling and each character of the word/utterance matches and the word/utterance can be
spelled the same way forwards or backwards. The letter-unit palindromes are studied in
relation to their characters and the symmetry of vowels and consonants.

In the word-unit palindromes, on the other hand, the whole utterance can be read forwards and
backwards. Even though the individual letters do not match, the whole words do,The word-
unit palindromes concern polysemy and grammatical structures at the semantic and syntactic
level. They are studied in relation to the symmetry of the parts of speech in the phrase or the
utterance as well as their word order.

The mirror reflection and the arrangement of the letters or the words in a circle, which were
borrowed from the non-linguistic world, are used for comprehending and explaining the
structure of the palindrome in this study. Finally, the ‘semordnilap’ is discussed as a variety of
palindromes. In order to examine the similarities and differences between the two terms, its
characteristic features are also discussed briefly.

3. Tsvetkova, M. 2019. Grammar Mistake or Creative Effectiveness? In: R. Dimitrovski
(Ed.), Knowledge — International Journal, Vol. 30.5. Serbia, 1137-1142, ISSN 2545-
4439. Global IF 1.822 (2017).

GRAMMAR MISTAKE OR CREATIVE EFFECTIVENESS?

Abstract: The idea of the article is embedded in its title. There are some nouns and adjectives
but no verbs in it, neither main, nor auxiliary verbs. Even though it is a question, the structure
does not follow any of the question types either. This makes us think that the title of this
article in particular and the headlines in general do not follow the structure of the English
sentence.

That is a common situation. A lot of headlines in newspapers and on covers of magazines,
advertisements or just e-mails do not follow the grammar rules of a language. The Cambridge
Dictionary says that headlines often use non-standard grammar and sometimes they are
difficult to read. On the one hand, the main features are the use of a series of nouns, ellipsis,
lack of articles or verbs (especially the verb fo be).
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Is it a mistake or just a way to attract the reader’s attention? The article aims at provi i1
analysis of this type of ‘mistakes’ and addresses the knowledge gap.

On the other hand, in order to make the news more dramatic. powerful and persuasive, to
make events sound as if they are happening now, headlines commonly use the present simple,
even if the article refers to a past event or the fo-infinitive form to refer to future events.

It 1s easy to relate the present perfect to the past. Although it is called present, the present
perfect is a tense with past-time reference, It refers to actions and events in English that have
happened up to now, in the recent past. This is the reason it is often compared to the past
simple. But how can we relate the present simple to past actions and events? In formal writing
the present simple is also used to refer to events in the past.

Yet another ‘mistake’ should be mentioned. Especially the advertisements give the reader the
benefit of the doubt. They use grammar items which are not suitable for this very situation.
For example, the use of countable and uncountable nouns in English is different in regard to
both determiners and verbs. However, they are used interchangeably.

A similar ‘mistake’ is made with the plural form of the noun and the possessive (body’s
instead of bodies, Victoria’s Secretad).

The present study comes to the conclusion that the creative effectiveness of headlines and ads
is the reason for all the ‘mistakes’. It is expressed only by key words to grab the attention of
the reader.

4. Tsvetkova, M. 2019. Beyond L2 Grammar Instruction. In: R. Todorova et al. (Eds.),
Viewpoints and Perspectives in FLT & Linguistics. Studies in Linguistics. Culture and
FLT. Vol. 6. Sofia: Asenevtsi Publishing, 79-86. ISSN 2534-952X 3a meuaTHO
usanue; ISSN 2534-9538 za omnaitn ms3ganme. Impact Factor: 3.363 (SJIF 2016),
4.163 (SJIF 2017), 4.685 (SIF 2018), 5.017 (SJIF 2018), 5.452 (SIJIF 2019).

BEYOND L2 GRAMMAR INSTRUCTION

Abstract: Language acquisition is an ontogenetic, hierarchical, and complex process. In
1957, the psychologist B. F. Skinner, as a pioneer of behaviourism, described linguistics
through human behavior in his book Verbal Behaviour and explained the learning of a
language. Two years later, in 1959, Noam Chomsky criticized his proposal and the
learnability of a language. He believed that language is an innate ability and for this reason he
cstablished the term “acquisition” to substitute “learning”. The constructivists, on the other
hand, suggested that children were sensitive to patterns in the target language which enabled
the acquisition process. Recent language acquisition trends include the cognitive approach
that can foster grammar acquisition. The article has tutorial nature, addressing recent
advances in cognitive perception. The analysis of Bulgarian students’ questionnaires reveals
the tendency in the students’ expectations to shifl language acquisition to the cognitive
constructivist approach, based on the work of Jean Piaget (2001) who argues that cognitive
development precedes language. The article aims at investigating the barriers that the students
face while acquiring second language grammar structures rather than studying what they will
learn. Apart from their cognitive perception, students rely on their internal constructions of
knowledge. They themselves construct their knowledge through experience as well as through
communication. As Vygotsky (1978) states thought and language become closely related in
communication.
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5. Tsvetkova, M. 2018 Past-Time Reference, Tense, and Aspect (Past S’imiﬁ 2
Present Perfect). In: R. Todorova et al. (Eds.), Trends and Intersections in Med
Studies, Linguistics, and FLT. Studies in Linguistics, Culture and FLT. Vol. 4. Sofia:
Asenevtsi trade Ltd., 98-105. 4.685 (SIF 2018), ISSN 2534-952X 3a neuarro
uzmanue; [SSN 2534-9538 3a omalin wanauue. Directory of Research Journals
Indexing (DRJI), ROAD - Directory of Open Access Scholarly Resources, The
Journals Impact Factor (JIFACTOR), Systernatic Impact Factor (SIF), Central and
Eastern European Online Library, Scribd, GoogleScholar,

PAST-TIME REFERENCE, TENSE, AND ASPECT (PAST SIMPLE AND PRESENT
PERFECT)

Abstract: Stemming from the most common errors in the use of English tenses by Bulgarian
learners, the article deals with the comparison and contrast between the Past Simple and the
Present Perfect as special attention is paid to their temporal and aspectual meanings. For non-
native speakers the distinction and the relationship between time, tense, and aspect can be
confusing. Time can refer to the past, present, or future, tense generally describes an action or
state in the present or past, while aspect is concerned with the duration and
completion/incompletion of the process. The article aims at locating the study within the
broader theoretical framework of how temporality is expressed linguistically and in relation to
the temporal adverbials. Tests made by undergraduates of Primary Education with a Foreign
Language (English) are analysed in order to interpret temporality. Various semantic
restrictions typical of the perfect in English are outlined. The focus of the discussion is mainly
seen from the teaching point of view.

The study concluded that:

* aspect, both grammatical and lexical, and tense are together parts of the linguistic
study in the time domain;

s the relation between tense and aspect, in the Present Perfect in the current study, is
more than the sum of their parts. The Present Perfect bridges the gap between the past and the
present;

* temporality can be expressed through adverbials or they can be neglected in their
interaction with the above-mentioned grammatical categories, and

* the Present Perfect is ambiguous with respect to its four interpretations (following
Comrie, 1976).

6. Tsvetkova, M. 2018. The Language of the Digital Age. In: R. Dimitrovski (Ed.),
Knowledge — International Jowrnal, Scientific Papers. Vol. 22.6, Serbia, 1545-1553.
ISSN 2545-4439. Global IF 1.322 (2016).

THE LANGUAGE OF THE DIGITAL AGE

Abstract: The key word in the paper is ‘language’ but the one that changes the direction of
the study from its traditional view is ‘digital’. In a broad sense, language is a means of
communication among people. But the communication that is discussed at hand refers to a
specific type, that of technology, innovation, and rapid growth. ‘Digital® describes electronic
technology that generates, stores, and processes data, Nowadays social media and digital
communication platforms, such as Facebook Messenger, Skype, Google Chat, Viber,




ABSTRALTS

Whatsapp, or email, remove the use of hand gestures, facial expressions, volume, pitc]
intonation. This is where emoticons step 1, allowing online conversation to become easior
more effective, and more natural. The feeling can be expressed by a single character-sized
graphic. Although they come with new technology, the language that is used in them has deep
evolutionary origin, characterised by its inherently cooperative nature. Abbreviations, number
homophones, and various symbols are used in poetry still in 19 century (Bombaugh in the
“Essay to Miss Catherine Jay™). An interesting case is the origin of the abbreviation OK as a
jokey misspelling of ‘all correct’ in carly times as well as the contemporary use of the
acronyms OMG and LOL, for example. Language emerges, changes, and continues to evolve
in contexts of use. While this is a natural process, new technology is advancing the range and
means available for interpersonal interaction. This is both fascinating and fun, especially for
the young generation.,

The article investigates texting: its origin, meaning, and characteristic features. It shows how
to interpret the variety of abbreviations, acronyms, shortenings, emoticons, and symbols. It is
a language similar to that once used by those sending telegraphs. It is just a simplified version
of language. Even a single letter, digit, or sign alone or in combinations can replace a
phoneme, a syllable, or a whole word.

The article questions whether the language of the digital age is more like writing or speech.
Will typing replace speech or will our speech adapt to incorporate these textual changes?
Finally, the paper proves that although language itself changes slowly, the Internet fosters the
process of these changes,

7. Tsvetkova, M. 2017. The Nonlinguistic Context — a Bridge to Linguistic Items and
Phenomena. In: R. Todorova et al. (Eds.), Crossing Borders and Bridging Gaps in
English Language Teaching and Research. Studies in Linguistics, Culture and FLT.
Vol. 2. Sofia: Asenevtsi trade Ltd., 219-226. ISSN 2534-952X 3a TeYaTHo Wi3fanue;
ISSN 2534-9538 3a ouaitn nznanue; ISBN 978-619-7356-35-9 2a neuatao H37aHue,
ISBN 978-619-7356-36-6 3a pdf daitu.

THE NON-LINGUISTIC CONTEXT - A BRIDGE TO LINGUISTIC ITEMS AND
PHENOMENA

Abstract: Each language is a complex system, which represents the world in a unique way,
with its own stock of sounds, words, and phrases, as well as with its own grammatical
constructions. The aim of the article is to prove that the non-linguistic context is a good way
to improve the acquisition of linguistic items and phenomena and that our non-linguistic
experience can affect the way we perceive language. The relationship between language
symbols and the intangible world provokes ideas which are not thoroughly studied. The
questions to be discussed concern a two-sided process of experience. On the one hand, it is
the non-linguistic perception that can influence language acquisition and on the other hand,
the different linguistic descriptions of the same scene can evoke different images.

The study proves that language, perception, and thought are interdependent and the direction
of interaction can go both from linguistic to non-linguistic patterns and vice versa.

The question of language and thought needs to extend not only to whether language affects
thought, but whether non-linguistic patterns can affect the way language is perceived.
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8. Tsvetkova, M. 2017. Polysemy and Homonymy of the Apostrxbphe.k In: R.
Dimitrovski (Ed.), KNOWLEDGE ~ International Journal, Scientific Papers. Vol.
16.2, Skopje, 839-844. ISSN 1857-923X. (Global IF 1.023).

POLYSEMY AND HOMONYMY OF THE APOSTROPHE

Abstract: It is confusing for a reader if two English words of unrelated meaning share the
same spelling. It is not always possible to avoid homographic words, They are quite rare, and
so far they have only been encountered in monosyllabic words. But the different forms of the
apostrophe + s (’s), especially the contractions, make the comprehension of an utterance still
more difficult. That is the reason they are not welcome in formal writing and are mainly used
in speech and informal style.

The study aims at explaining the meanings of the apostrophe + s and the traps they can
provide.

The article examines the relationship of the polysemy and homonymy in the grammatical
categories of the verb. The syntactic homonymy is of great importance especially in the
contracted forms because they take part in various grammatical categories and the only way to
make the comprehension and learning easier is to relate them to the relevant construction.
Three main uses of the apostrophe + s are studied, namely to show possession, to indicate the
omission of letters or numbers (contractions), and plurals.

Discussing possession, the difference between ’s and s is made. The key point is that of
(=3 p >
Proper nouns versus common rouns.

The main thesis of the study relies on the taxonomic hierarchy of constructions. It states that
each construction is in a hierarchical relationship with other constructions in English. In a
hierarchical way initially, the verb forms of be, together with Aave and do are used as main
(full) verbs but later on, they are taught as auxiliary verbs as well to express tense, aspect,
mood, and voice.

Another type of contraction is that of Jet’s (let us). It is a grammaticalized form that acts as an
independent lexical item.

Some contracted forms, e.g., who's, he’s, it's, and there ‘s, on the other hand, are often
confused with possessive pronouns, whose, his, its, and theirs, which should be written
without an apostrophe. The reason for that is they are hom ophones.

Finally, a seldom use of the apostrophe + s is presented to form plurals when certain
abbreviations, letters, or numbers are used as nouns just for clarity.

9. Tsvetkova, M. 2017, Errors in Using Auxiliary Verbs. In: R. Dimitrovski (Ed.), THE
POWER OF KNOWLEDGE ~ International Journal, Scientific Papers. Vol. 19.3,
Greece, 1065-1070. ISSN 2545-4439. Global IF 1.322 (2016).

ERRORS IN USING AUXILIARY VERBS

Abstract: A lot of learners of English have persisting problems in using the correct tense.
This led to the study of the errors that Bulgarian learners of English commonly make in their
production. The article deals especially with the auxiliary verbs in Fnglish as one of the main
types of verbs. Although they do not have their own meaning, the auxiliaries can perform
different functions by expressing tense (providing time reference, i.e. past, present, or future),
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grammatical aspect (expressing the way a verb relates to the flow of time), me
(expressing necessity, permissibility and probability, and negation), voice (describing
relationship between the action expressed by the verb and the participant identified by the
subject, object, etc.), or adding emphasis to the sentence,

The study was based on traditional concepts of the auxiliaries as being helpers of some sort,
as opposed to the main verbs and focused on the analysis of Bulgarian learners’ errors. Since
verbs are a particularly rich source of errors, it aimed at identifying types and patterns of
errors in the language learning process. In gathering the data, the researcher used a few
grammatical tests and the procedures consisted of writing sentences or filling in the gaps,
collecting and documenting the data, identifying, classifying, calculating the percentage of the
data, and reporting the analysis. The analysed corpus was comprised of the learners’
examples.

The article makes an attempt to find the answer of the following research questions: Why do
learners limit the use of inversion to specific question words? What causes errors like the
double marking of tense in English? Types of errors and possible reasons for them given by
other researchers in the field are also analysed.

Other problems that are discussed concern the identical forms of some auxiliary and main
verbs (be, do and have). The article addresses the question of the syntactic functional (but not
semantic) relations between the English auxiliaries and the verbal elements that follow them.
If learners cannot distinguish them, they will make mistakes connected with inflexions,
negative main verbs, combinations of auxiliary verbs, the order of auxiliary verbs, or the word
order of the utterance. On the one hand, the errors support the idea that learners use the
language productively, not just repeating what they hear. On the other hand, they intuitively
use the type of linguistic category the way they use the main verbs be, do and have as regular,
but never use the same forms for the auxiliaries be, do and have.

Having in mind that there are no auxiliary verbs in all languages that can be easily mistaken
with main verbs, the hypothesis that learners possess an innate mechanism that lets them
distinguish the auxiliaries from the main verbs is less probable. The study concludes that ihere
is no single analysis that covers all the auxiliaries. Each one needs to be examined on its own
terms.

10. Tsvetkova, M. 2016. The Cognitive Approach as a Challenge in Foreign Language
Teaching. In: R. Todorova et al. (Eds.), Challenges in English Teaching and Research.
Series in Linguistics, Culture and FLT. Vol 1. Sofia: Asenevtsi trade Ltd., 125-135.
ISBN 978-619-7356-08-3. IF: 3.363 (SJIF 2016).

THE COGNITIVE APPROACH AS A CHALLENGE IN F OREIGN LANGUAGE
TEACHING

Abstract: The cognitive approach in foreign language teaching attracts young learners’
attention to the topic, enhances and facilitates the comprehension of grammar and language,
increases students’ motivation, as well as helps students memorize new vocabulary and
structures. The aim of the article is to persuade teachers that the cognitive approach applied in
the lesson provokes a change in the dynamics of the language classroom and serves as a
motivational tool for students. The author’s cognitive model is an example for this and
proposes the easy comprehension and production of the difficult English present progressive
construction by Bulgarian young learners. The model is discussed within the generativist
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framework and the usage-based theory as the pre-linguistic conditions take an import g” 7

in it. The taxonomy of constructions, which is also part of the model, focuses On%h@mw
relationship between the English present progressive construction and the constructions
preceding it.

11. Tsvetkova, M. 2015. A Local Response to the Global Reality of Teaching English to
Primary School Learners: Functions and Usage of the Verb ‘To Be'. In: D.
Cheshmedzhieva (Ed.), The Global and the Local: Current Trends in English Studies
and Translation. Shumen: Konstantin Preslavsky University Press, 53-56. [SBN 978-
619-201-064-5.

A LOCAL RESPONSE TO THE GLOBAL REALITY OF TEACHING ENGLISH TO
PRIMARY SCHOOL LEARNERS

FUNCTIONS AND USAGE OF THE VERB ‘TO BE’

Abstract: Bulgarian learners face difficulties understanding some English units, particularly
the usage and function of the verb ‘be’. The present article aims to help Bulgarian primary
school learners overcome these difficulties as it outlines common learners® errors. It appeals
to teaching each verb as a main part of a unit rather than as a small part of a grammar rule. In
this way, learners can acquire the conjugation of the verb ‘be’ as well as how to form
questions, make negatives, and, most importantly, apply it properly in real communication.
The homonymic forms of copula and auxiliary verb ‘be’ in English, its 8 forms and the fact
that most of them do not have their equivalents in the native language of the learners are some
of the reasons for the errors in Bulgarian learners’ production. The focus of acquisition is on
gaining knowledge in the process of developing main skills, In this way, young learncrs
develop their comprehension of facts and build relationships with the world around them.

The establishment of relationships between form and meaning is a fundamental aspect of
language acquisition. Teaching grammar to young learners is significant since it is the
beginning of the explicit language learning. The focus of the article is on the verb ‘be’ at the
different stages of acquisition. In the beginning learners start using copula ‘be’ in different
constructions and later on they upgrade their knowledge and apply it in the acquisition of the
auxiliary ‘be’ in order to understand the function of the grammatical categories and find the
relationship between them.

12. Tsvetkova, M. 2014. The Problem of Equivalence in Contrastive Analysis. In: S.
Nedelcheva, D. Cheshmedzhieva-Stoycheva, D. Mossop (Eds.), English Studies:
Translation and Linguistics. Shumen: Shumen University Press, 132-136. ISBN 978-
954-577-996-1.

THE PROBLEM OF EQUIVALENCE IN CONTRASTIVE ANALYSIS

Abstract: The article is a contrastive study of the Bulgarian and English temporal sysiems. It
outlines the present tense in particular as the focus is on the functions of the auxiliary verb to
express tense and aspect. The aim of the article is to facilitate the acquisition of the English
present tenses through the comparison between these two temporal systems. Bulgarian and
English are rather different and what is typical of the one is quite uncommon for the other
language. In addition to the meaning and use of the tenses, the form of the latter in both
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languages is also discussed, The study concludes that the lack of equivalence-bé
languages is one of the reasons for Bulgarian young learners’ errors in acquiring the Ené :
present tenses. That is why the influence of the mother tongue is considered a key factor in
language acquisition and it cannot be ignored.

13. Tsvetkova, M. 2014. Transitive and Intransitive Constructions of the English Present
Progressive. Proceedings of 4th International Congress on Early Prevention in
Children with Verbal Communication Disorders. Shumen: Konstantin Preslavsky
University Press, 72-76. ISBN: 978-619-201-002-7.

TRANSITIVE AND INTRANSITIVE CONSTRUCTIONS OF THE ENGLISH
PRESENT PROGRESSIVE

Abstraet: The article presents a continuation of the development of the author’s cognitive
model for the acquisition of the English present progressive construction (Tsvetkova 2010),
based on the non-linguistic knowledge. It focuses on language as an integral part of the
learners” cognitive skills and aims at encouraging, the cognitive acquisition and use of
grammar,

The article reveals transitivity as an approach for classifying verbs in relation to other
structural elements. The relation part-part in the model expresses the assumption that the
construction as a unity of form and meaning carries its specific features in each part. In the
symbolic expression of the structures SV, SVO, SVOO, etc., V is the common element in the
syntactic model. Even if the sentences differentiate according to the semantic characteristics
of the object, the cognitive model can also be applied. Transitive and intransitive present
progressive constructions in English are discussed separately focusing on the surface structure
of the sentence in the syntactic representation. Transitive constructions are presented as a
combination of subject, verb and direct object although transitivity can also be related to
sentences with two or more verbs or sentences with a passive structure.

14. Tsvetkova, M. 2013. Teaching Grammar to Young Learners — A Multidisciplinary
Perspective on Second Language Acquisition. In: S, Nedelcheva, D). Cheshmedzhieva-
Stoycheva (Eds.), Dynamics, Interdisciplinarity, Diversity. Shumen: Konstantin
Preslavsky University Press, 65-69. ISBN: 978-954-577-814-8.

TEACHING GRAMMAR TO YOUNG LEARNERS — A MULTIDISCIPLINARY
PERSPECTIVE ON SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

Abstract: Learning a foreign language is a long-term, complex, and dynamic process that
involves different types of language skills and various stages of development. Second
language acquisition (SLA) is a multidisciplinary field whose goal is to understand the
processes that underlie the learning of a non-native language. SLA draws from a variety of
scholarly areas, among them the various branches including linguistics (syntactic theory,
pragmatic  theory, cognitive linguistics and discourse analysis), sociolinguistics,
psycholinguistics (including first language acquisition), cognitive psychology, and education.
The article offers new insights into the acquisition of English as a foreign language. It
presents a discussion of how the field conceptualises grammar through a multidisciplinary
model for acquiring the English present progressive construction. Tt outlines how the field
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conceptualises grammar through a multidisciplinary model for acquiring the English
progressive construction. The practical implication of this approach has to do with
improvement of the grammar teaching method. It should help students study grammar in a
more active-interactive way so that grammar teaching might change in a significant way. The
author’s multidisciplinary model enables learners to synthesize, think critically, and re-
examine the world. It demonstrates how the shift in this paradigm is occurring from purely
linguistic to multidisciplinary learning, which is appropriate for describing many of children's
early linguistic productions.

The multidisciplinary approach thoughtfully incorporates and connects key concepts and
skills from many disciplines into the presentation of a single unit. And it is methodology to
help students make connections. Teaching in that way involves social, educational,
pedagogical, linguistic, personal, and cognitive dimensions. In the last two decades, in general
education the cognitive dimension of teaching has been recognized as central to successful
teaching. Helping learners become aware of the cognitive processes may enhance their
learning efficiency.

The main points that the model follows are:

. Cognitive grammar extends the notion of symbolic units to the grammar of
Janguage.

* Linguistic structures are motivated by general cognitive processes.

. The model draws analogies between linguistic structure and aspects of visual
perception.

15. Ueerxona, M. 2013. Memory and Language Acquisition. Proceedings of Shumen
University. Vol 19. Shumen: Konstantin Preslavsky University Press, 34-36. ISSN,
electronic publication *.pdf: 1314-7358.

MEMORY AND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

Abstract: The article focuses on the relationship between memory and language acquisition
as special emphasis is given to the relationship between declarative and procedural memory
and the processes underlying the learning of grammatical constructions as part of the language
acquisition. Understanding the cognitive processes that underlie language ability is of great
significance, but surprisingly little is known about it. The cognitive model of teaching enables
the comparison between the acquired and new knowledge, the formation of language
(grammar) rules, the comprehension, remembering and use of what is Iearned.

Since linguistic knowledge is abstract and difficult to learn, the cognitive model helps learners
structure their perception. The cognitive aspect implies the use of a model, which can develop
logical thinking and encourages imagination. For this reason the article aims to direct the
attention to the necessity of turning learners from passive receivers into engaged, active and
motivated constructors of knowledge.

16. Hperkora, M. 2012. On the Inseparability of Grammar and Lexis in the English
Present Progressive Construction. Current Trends in the Study of English. Shumen:
Konstantin Preslavsky University Press, 63-70. ISBN: 978-954-577-651-9.
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ON THE INSEPARABILITY OF GRAMMAR AND LEXIS IN THE ENG
PRESENT PROGRESSIVE, CONSTRUCTION

Abstract; The article is a continuation of the development of the author’s cognitive model for
acquiring the present progressive construction in kinglish (Tsvetkova 2010) looking for the
relationship between lexicon and grammar in the construction. The relation of the model to
lexicon exists much earlier than the acquisition of the grammatical construction at primary
school age. When children start knowing the world around them, they try to find the
distinction between objects and processes, by initially thinking of objectsas static
and processes as dynamic, to contrast the objects as naming them while their definitions and
the relationship between them are predetermined by learner’s experience. In the interaction
with the world around them, children build a repertoire of simple words, nouns before verbs.
The use of language depends upon two capacities: mental lexicon of memorized words and
mental grammar of rules that underlie the sequential and hierarchical composition of lexical
forms into predictably structured larger words, phrases, and sentences.

Within linguistic theory, many phenomena that were previously handled by a separate
grammatical component have been moved into the lexicon. The theoretical aspect is based on
the assumption of the Construction grammar that the boundary between grammar and lexicon
has blurred (Langacker 1987). According to Goldberg (1995), all linguistic elements are
represented in heterogeneous lexicon, which consists of bound and free morphemes,
functional words as well as complex phrase structures. The relationship between lexicon and
grammar is based mainly upon the function of these two components in language acquisition
rather than the linguistic form. Besides, the hypothesis that the delay of the acquisition of
lexicon will lead to the delay of the acquisition of grammar may become part of the study.
Thus, the Tow lexical level implies delayed linguistic development, too.

The assumption of the argument is that constructions are connected mainly with particular
high frequency words, which are typical for the learners’ cognitive stage of development.
Thus, the main verbs are an integral part of the presentation of the construction. The
construction, on the one hand, requires a ‘critical’ number of words and a number of lexical
items belonging to a specific word class. On the other hand, the number of lexical items is
necessary but it is not a sufficient condition for the acquisition of functional words, their
combinations and sentence complexity. The mechanisms, which are responsible for the
‘eritical” number of words can be explained by the relationship between particular lexical use
and particular abstract patterns that form the basic grammar rules.

The present study concludes that the emergence of grammar is highly dependent on lexis and
the grammatical construction of the present progressive is closely connected with the
acquisition of particular lexical items rather than the amount of the acquired lexis.

17. Tsvetkova, M. 2010. Can Cognitive-functional Approach Foster Young Learners’
Foreign Language Acquisition? In: R. Todorova, T. Seizova-Nankova (Lds.),
Language, Cognition, Communication. Shumen: Konstantin Preslavsky University
Press, 66-72. ISBN - 978-954-577-561-1,

CAN COGNITTVE FUNCTIONAL APPROACH FOSTER YOUNG LEARNERS'
FOREIGN LANGUAGE ACQUISITION?

Abstract: Most accounts of young learners’ langauge acquisition use formal grammars as a
model for acquiring grammar. Recent research has demonstrated, however, that initially
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children do not operate with such abstract linguistic entities, but instead operate on-t ol
of concrete constructions. The article presents a cognitive-functional approach according
which children process the language relying explicitly on cognitive skills that they are known
to possess. The cognitive-functional approach is based on three contemporary theories —
Tomasello’s usage-based theory, Croft’s construction grammar and Goldberg’s cognitive
grammar.

The aim of the article is to present a different linguistically motivated and cognitively
modelled approach to the acquisition of the grammatical construction of the present
progressive in English. Constructions rather than syntactic categories and relations are basic,
primitive units of the syntactic representation. Categories and relationships typical for the
constructions come in derivational relations. Constructions are composed of parts and the
whole i1s more than the sum of its parts. Parts become important since they are categorized
according to the role they play in the construction as a whole. Parts do not have independent
existence outside the whole construction they participate in. Thus, the syntactic categories are
defined in terms of the construction they occur in.

18. Tsvetkova, M. 2004. The Role of Prefabricated Language in Young Learners’
Foreign Language Acquisition. Annual of Konstantin Preslavsky University, Shumen.
Vol. XVI F, Postgraduate studies, 155-165. 1SSN - 1311-834X. (co-authored with
Radka Spasova)

THE ROLE OF PREFABRICATED LANGUAGE IN YOUNG LEARNERS’
FOREIGN LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

Abstract: The article focuses on language acquisition and aims at studying the use of
creativity in relation to language patterns. The research question is related to the way children
use creativity in utlerances in informal learning. The article presents a study of children
learning English (as a second language) who show creativity in the use of patterns and
simultaneously they are socialized. Four preschool children out of 9 were observed in
transitional stages from a word to an utterance. The results were recorded in diaries. The
analysis of data shows that a greater number of the new utterances are built on patterns rather
than on random combination of words. The production of the rest of the children in the group
was also recorded in order to determine whether communication improves the analysis and
motivates the use of language patterns. Although the study did not find clear evidence that an
inner process for showing creativity is not needed, it carries its educational contribution to
cducation and suggests that the use of language patterns has its significant part in young
learners’ second language acquisition emphasizing the role of constructed models as a basis
for linguistic creativity,

19. Tsvetkova, M. 2003. A Way with Words. Annual Proceedings of Technical
University in Varna, Varna: High-Technology Park - TU Varna Ltd., 206-211. ISSN
1312-1839,

A WAY WITH WORDS

Abstract. The goal of vocabulary teaching is more than simply covering a certain number of
words in a word list. The article focuses on the notion that students should not only
understand the meaning of the words in the context of the sentence, but they should also be
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able to use them appropriately, taking into account factors such as oraliwritten ise )
language, degree of formality, and style. Several aspects of lexis, which are necessary for®
teaching vocabulary, based on the work of Gairns and Redman, are discussed, These include
the boundary between conceptual meaning, polysemy, homonymy, synonymy, denotation and
connotation, style and dialect, translation, the combination of words, word formation, and
pronunciation.

20. Tsvetkova, M. 2003. What [s Known about Acquiring the Grammatical Properties of
a Foreign Language. International Scientific Conference UNITECH’03. Vol. 2.
Gabrovo, 299-301. ISBN 954-683-167-0.

WHAT IS KNOWN ABOUT ACQUIRING THE GRAMMATICAL PROPERTIES OF
A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Abstract: Language acquisition is related to fundamental issues about understanding the
human mind. Does the mind connect the existing knowledge of the mother tongue with the
acquisition of the foreign language? Second language acquisition is a multidisciplinary field
whose main goal is to study the processes that underlie the acquisition of a non-native
language. The article focuses on five major findings in the acquisition of a foreign language.
They refer to certain transitional stages in acquiring syntax, the order of acquiring
grammatical morphemes, the progress from unmarked to marked elements, routines and
prefabricated patterns, as well as language transfer.

21. Tsvetkova, M. 2002. Real English. Proceedings of a scientific conference: “Science,
methodology and school - conflicts, agreements and disagreements”. Vol V. Smolyan,
56-58. ISBN 954-91026-8-8.

REAL ENGLISH

Abstract: It is a widespread assumption that the most complex characteristic features of
English language are grammatical. The areas where learners experience difficulties are mainly
connected with the perfective aspect, the use of auxiliary verbs, and the subject-verb
agreement or they can be confused when using the definite or indefinite articles especially in
real time situations. English learners describe language as being built on confusing syntactic
and grammatical features, which you have (o master in order to improve your communication
skills and speak fluently.

The article focuses on the pragmatic aspects of spoken communication and makes an attempt
to answer what the grammar of spoken forms of language is as well as what its parameters
are. The fundamental explanation of the study lies in the comparison between the grammars
of spoken and written language. McCarthy and Carter (1995) argue that most patterns are
based on written language, while spoken forms are accepted as deviations from them. Thus,
they suggest that grammar concerns written forms only.

The study finds a contradiction to the statement above expressed by McCarthy and Carter due
to the fact that it would be impossible to differentiate between various patterns or rules if
spoken forms were deviations or errors because they carry the features that were found in the
corpus of spoken language.
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Halliday’s view (1990) in relation to the characteristic features of spoken and written Er
states that spoken forms express literal meaning and lack metaphors. Thus, they express
ideational metafunction of language, through which the same idea or content presented by two
ditferent language forms can be interchangeable and the reason lies in the fact that in speech
language is a process, while in written English it is a product. The ideational function of
language is related to language use and it is a fundamental aspect of real-time situations.

Although Halliday and McCarthy and Carter argue that spoken forms are not less complex
than written ones, semantically-based patterns of language explain why so many spoken
forms are often lexically, stylistically and grammatically simpler than written forms. The
article also outlines the parameters of spoken grammar through the arguments what it is not
and makes an attempt to answer when and why we have to teach its characteristic features.

22. Tsvetkova, M. 2002. English as It’s Spoken. Ellipsis in Interrogatives. International
Scientific Conference UNITECH’02. Gabrovo, 637-639. ISBN - 954-683-167-0.

ENGLISH AS IT’S SPOKEN. ELLIPSIS IN INTERROGATIVES

Abstract: The study investigates the influence of situational ellipses in speech. It deals with
ellipses of subject and/or finite verb in questions, which are limited to yes/no interrogatives
and the elided subject is generally you, and ellipses in interrogatives as semi-preconstructed
phrases, which include collocations, evaluative phrases and set responses, colloquialisms,
adjunct or modifying phrases, proverbs, rhetorical signals and strategies, and specific
functional forms. Research into spoken forms of ellipsis in interrogatives indicates that such
forms are used to express distinctive interpersonal, pragmatic, and generic language strategies
that are important to successful two-way communication. Since these elided forms are
invariably structurally simpler than their equivalent written forms, the transition from written
forms to spoken language would be made easier for the learner if such spoken grammar
features were regularly and widely taught. The study concludes that the level of situational
cllipses in the interaction is higher in spoken than in written language due to the participants’
understanding of the context.

23. Tsvetkova, M. 2001. The Internet as a Teaching Tool. Scientific conference:
“Contemporary achievements of philology sciences and the university education in
foreign languages™. Veliko Turnovo: St. Cyril and St. Methodius University Press,
520-524. ISBN - 954-524-377-3.

THE INTERNET AS A TEACHING TOOL

Abstraet: Language is a tool, which gives us the opportunity to exist in society and connect
to other cultures. Nowadays second language acquisition is a factor for development in a
global environment. Thus, the role of educators is to create appropriate conditions for
acquiring the target language as well as authentic texts and materials. The aim of the article is
to direct the attention of both learners and educators to the freedom of communication
through the Internet, which can motivate the acquisition of a second language through the
creative reflection of language.

The Internet — the world-wide web, e-mails and chats can contribute to the change of
language education. The web-based learning is a challenge for language learners, on the one
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hand, and this can keep them motivated. On the other hand, teachers can provoke s
creativeness since the computer-assisted language leamning gives lots of opportunities 10
create materials, meet native speakers and use language for communication focusing on real
language use and learner-centered teaching,
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