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L Biographical data.

Chief assist. Ph.D. Miroslava Tsvetkova graduated with her bachelor's degree in English Philology

in "Konstantin Preslavsky" the University of Shumen in 1999 with an educational qualification master's

degree and specialization in "Linguistic and economic services for business". In the same year, she started

working as an assistantatthe Department of English Philology atthe Faculty of Humanities of the same

university and as an English teacher at the Foreign Language School "Nikola Yonkov Vaptsarov" in

Shumen. ln 2010 she defeniJed a dissertation in the scientific field "English teaching methodology" on

"Aspects of the acquisition of the Present Continuous Tense in English (l-lV grade)".

In 1998, chief assist. Ph.D. Miroslava Tsvetkova majored in "Cultural relations and educational

opportunities" at the University of Durham, England. In 2010 she participated in a symposium on foreign

language teaching at Aydin University in Istanbul, Turkey on the topic: "New Trends and Innovations in

ELT: Foreign Language Acquisition: A Nightmare or a Pleasant Dream?", and in 2012 specialized in the

use of new technologies in foreign language teaching.

It is also impressive the list of candidate's participation in research projects between 1999 and

2020, including one international and sixteen national.

I[. General characteristics of scientilic production.

The candidate submitted a review of scientific products in the amount of 24 publications,

including 1 monograph, 1 paper, and 22 articles in scientific joumals, thematic collections, and

collections of scientific conferences. The main thematic focus in the candidate's publications is the

methodology of teaching English. This issue was discussed in amonograph and the paper, as well

as in 15 articles. The second thematic focus is the linguistic analysis of the English language, which

is covered in 7 articles.

The general characteristics of all the presented publications are the following: relevance of

the issues under consideration; logical structure; the accuracy of definition and use of basic

concepts; competent systematization and analysis of significant literary sources; justification of

original and productive practical ideas; highly professional language and style of the exhibition.



The candidate also submitted a list of l0 quotes.

Iil. Evaluation of theoretical contributions.

The theoretical contributions submitted by the candidate are adequate to the content of the

submitted publications and indicate the thoroughness of professional reflection. As important for
the development of pedagogical theory, in the broad sense of the word, I would point out the

following contributions:

1. It is justified.an English language teaching model that meets the didactic requirements,

designed for Bulgarians of different age groups who study the language as a foreign

language. The model is based on an adequate point of view thatlanguage structures and

language use are the results of the interaction of linguistic, cognitive, and pragmatic

aspects of language activity. A productive idea is to train students by activating the

genetically embedded mechanism of language leaming and developing linguistic skills

through experience (monograph). In the terminology of didactics, this is the interaction

between two learning technologies-learning through understanding and learning through

conducting.

2. There are a few systemic errors that students make when mastering the English

language, in particular, at different stages of learning linguistic structures with the verb

"Be" (errors in agreement with forgery, refusal of the auxiliary verb "8e", inversion

elrors in interrogative sentences and errors in the formation of negation). Possible causes

of the errors are explained, which makes it possible to justift and apply effective

methods for developing the grammatical competence of students (monographs).

3. There are justified methodological principles of teaching English in different age groups,

based on the specifics of a foreign language of instruction, as well as on the functional

and structural features of the language. (articles lle 13, 77, 78, 79,20,21). ln essence, the

principles can be formulated as follows: the multidisciplinary principle, the principle of
creativify, the principle of context.

IV. Bvaluation of practicat and applied contributions.

,As significant practical and applied contributions of the applicant, I would highlight the

following:

1 . From the perspective of didactics, it is developed a cognitive approach to the acquisition

of the Present Continuous Tense in English at the initial stage of education. Visibility

plays an important role in the approach, thanks to which the availability of educational

content in teaching is achieved and the motivation of the students to learn is developed.



A logical sequence is also achieved between the basic old knowledge and the new

knowledge that is formed on its basis (article 9).

2- A productive point of view is defended in terms of teaching English at the initial stage of
education through a multidisciplinary approach, in particular, when mastering the

construction of Present Continuous Tense. A multidisciplinary approach is the

methodical application of a didactic idea to comprehensive (integrated) learning that

emerged as theory and practice in the late XIX and early XX centuries. The essence of
the approach is to include and link concepts and skills from different disciplines in the

development of a single unit of educational content. The adequacy of the

multidisciplinary,approach is justified by the naturalway of acquisition of language and

development in children who perceive the world as a whole. (article 13).

V. Teaching activity.

I have no direct impressions of the teaching qualities of a Ph.D. Miroslava Tsvetkova. but

the twenty-year period of her teaching practice gives me a reason to say that she is an established

and respected professional in the studies conducted by the university higher education.

nn the period from 1999 to2020, she conducted laboratory exercises in practical English in
the speoialty of primary school pedagogy and foreign language, bachelor's degree, faculty of
education of Shumen University "Konstantin Preslavsky", as well as lectures, seminars, and

laboratoffy exercises on the discipline linguistic features in the acquisition of English in childhood in

the same specialty. For three years, she also conducted seminar exercises on the methodology of
teaching a foreign language, and since 2019 - lectures and seminar exercises on features of Enslish

tales in Primary school pedagogy and foreign language.

Since 2019 she conducts lectures and seminar exercises on the basics of foreign language

teaching in the newfound master's program in Foreign language teaching pedagogy and from this

year 2020 - Practical English in the fields of "English Philology" (bachelor's degree, Faculty of
Humanities) and Pedagogy (bachelor's degree, Faculty of Education).

She has also had lectures at the following foreign universities:

r Eotvos Lorand Tudomanyegyetem, Budapest, Hungary as an Erasmus exchange of
staff visiting professor: BA students , May 2017 .

. The University of Cordoba, Spain as an Erasmus exchange of staff visiting professor:

BA students, April 2019.



VI. Conclusion.

In conclusion, I can reasonably state that the quality of systematization and theoretical

analysis in the submitted publications and the productive ideas contained in them for the

development of methods of teaching English, as well as teaching activities of the candidate. are at a

level that fully meets the legal requirements to hold the academic position of "Associate professor "

in the professional direction 1.3. Pedagogy of teaching... (English teaching methodology),

announbed in the State newspaper,

by Prof. Doctor of science Nikolay Kolishev


