OPINION

Issued by: assoc. prof. Sasha Vladimirova Todorova, PhD
Regarding: competition for the academic position Associate Professor in the
area of higher education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Studies, scientific field
3.7 Administration and Management (Business Management), announced by
Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen in the State Gazette, No
63/17.07.2020
Candidate: assist. prof Yordanka Ivaylova Yankova-Yordanova

1. Competition Background

The competition was announced on the basis of a decision of the F aculty
Council at Faculty of Technical Sciences (Minutes Ne FD-02-01 / 14.09.2020) in
accordance with Art.25 of the Law for Development of the Academic Staff in
the Republic of Bulgaria as well as in connection with a report of the Dean of
Faculty of Technical Sciences.

[ am a Member of the Science Jury according to Order Ne PJI-16-
104/09.10.2020 by the Rector of Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen.

2. Candidate Background

In 2016 she gained the educational and scientific degree "Doctor", field
of higher education 3. Social, economic and legal sciences, professional field
"Public Communications and Information Sciences", doctoral program
"Organization and management outside the field of material production
(organization and management monitoring in the process of manufacturing
ecological products) ”, University of Library Studies and Information
Technologies, Sofia.

In 2013 she started working as a specialist at Shumen University. After
completing her doctorate, she became a lecturer at the Department of
Engineering Logistics at Shumen University, where she has been working to the

present day.



She has participated in the implementation of a national project funded
by the Operational Program "Science and Education for Smart Growth". She has
actively worked as a team member on three intra-university projects.

3. Meeting the requirements for holding the academic position

On the grounds of the enclosed certificate for meeting the quantitative
requirements for holding the academic position "Associate Professor" at
Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen, one can see that the candidate
meets the mandatory requirements of the Law for Development of the Academic
Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria. These requirements are namely the following
— she has acquired the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in 2016, she
has held the academic position of Assistant since 01st April 2017, i.e. 3 years
and 6 months; she has published a monograph: Yankova - Yordanova, Y.,
Integrated approach to the management of logistics systems in medium series
production, Part I and I, Konstantin Preslavsky University Publishing House,
Shumen, 2019,

One can also see that — based on the aforementioned certificate for
meeting the quantitative requirements she has exceeded the minimum points.
Her total score from all indicators is 441.66 points,

4. Assessment of the research and teaching  work
Assistant Professor Yordanka Yankova — Yordanova,PhD has been highly
involved in the process of teaching and learning. During the analyzed period
she has taught six disciplines, three of which were electives. These disciplines
prove that she has expressed an interest in both socially significant problems and
the their possible solutions.

Her teaching activity suggests that she presents herself very well as a

teacher.
3. General characteristic of the submitted research papers. Assistant
Professor Yordanka Yankova — Yordanova,PhD participates in the

competition with 30 publications which include two monographs 28



studies and articles, the majority of which are in a foreign language, 18

have been published on the pages of SocioBrains -the refereed online

journal with impact factor- and in other authoritative international and

Bulgarian scientific journals.

She has participated in scientific conferences with reports. She is well
known amongst the academic community, which is self-evident from the
enclosed list of citations as evidence to the presented these and scientific results.

6. Major fields in the research activity
The research topics of the candidate's publications shows that she has

diverse research interests. The following fields of research are outlined: a)
Logistics, its structural elements, the influencing factors and management
approaches; b) the conceptual directions in the organizations’ management
with regard to their efficiency; c) management in the organizations, determined
by the information and the information technologies.

7. Research and science contributions
A further developed definition of logistics having to do with the influence

of the value chain. The contribution is especially valuable due to the fact that it
further clarifies and refines other elements of the conceptual apparatus in the
theory of management of organizations;

*  The highlighted, substantiated and clearly formulated issues related
to the optimization of the structure of the logistics systems. The proposed
structure of three levels of logistics systems based on integration and
logistics infrastructure:

. Substantiated, defined and classified factors related to the
decomposition of logistics networks. An approach for decomposition of
logistics chains based on the key influence of these factors, an approach for
decomposition of logistics chains has been proposed;

® The revealed managerial and organizational barriers in the

transport-forwarding activity for increasing its activity, incl. to



reduce the harmful effects on the environment. The proposed
evaluation approach has significant practical implications;

* The ideas for green logistics proposed by the candidate and the
revealed connections and interactions, referring to the attitudes
and interests of the social actors in the society;

* The generalized complex methodology for optimizing the structure
of the logistics system. Discovering the cognitive capabilities of
graph theory and linear programming;

e The critical analysis and the evaluation of the modern logistics for
increasing the level of efficiency of the organizations have a
significant influence on the candidate’s achievements.

8. Notes and recommendations
Logistics has been strongly influenced by the dynamics of public life, the
economy included. As a result of the introduction of information technology,
many research opportunities have been open. One of them can be the study of
the organization of interests in the economic and information environment for
achieving efficiency. The candidate's proven research capabilities will allow her

to engage in such a complex and responsible task.

Conclusion

The candidate has a significant and respectable scientific and scientific-
applied production in volume as well as content. The scientific results she had
obtained have allowed her to make scientific contributions that have both
theoretical, methodological and scientific-applied.

The research field of her contributions and her research and teaching
activities in general correspond to the current needs of society related to the
achievement of economic progress.

Considering the abovementioned, I strongly suggest that the esteemed

Scientific Jury unanimously vote on Assistant Professor Yordanka Ivaylova



Yankova —

Yordanova, PhD to be awarded the academic position of "Associate
Professor"

in the field of higher education 3, Social, economic and legal
sciences, professional field 3.7. Administration and management (business

management).

As for me, I will vote in favor.

02.11.2020 r.

Opinion issued by: /signature/%
Sofia

(assoc. prof, Sasha Todorova, PhD)



