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This review has been assigned to me by a decision of the Scientific
Jury, included in order Ne RD-16-095 of 28th May 2021 by the Rector of
the Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen. Hence, | received the
abovementioned order for the jury and a set of submitted papers by the
participant in the competition. This review is to a big extend in compli-
ance with the requirements of the Law for the Development of the
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, Regulations (Art. 53, Art. 54
and Art. 57) and the Regulations for the abovementioned law
implementation of Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen.

The only candidate for the competition is Chief Assistant Professor
Dr. Zdravko Yuriev Kuzmanov, who is a lecturer at Security Systems
Management Department at the Faculty of Technical Sciences of the
University — Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen. The papers he
has submitted meet the basic requirements of the Law for development
of the academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and of the Regulations
for its implementation for awarding the academic position associate
professor.

Zdravko Kuzmanov was born on February 23, 1987. In 2011 he ob-
tained a Master's degree at the Vasil Levski National High School in
Veliko Tarnovo. The qualification was Security Expert. In 2013, having
successfully defended his dissertation, a scientific jury awarded him the
educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the field of higher education
3. Social, economic and legal sciences, in the professional field 3.5.
Public Communications and Information Sciences, under the doctoral
program Organization and Management Outside the Sphere of Material
Production (National Security).

During the process of his professional development, Dr. Zdravko
Kuzmanov has held various positions, and as of October 2015 he has
been a lecturer in the Security Systems Management Department at
Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen. He speaks English fluently.

The applicant has enclosed a certificate of compliance with the
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minimum national requirements, which shows that he meets the
standards which are necessary for the academic position of associate
professor. He offers a sufficient number of scientific papers (29 articles
and reports and one monograph), which have not been previously sub-
mitted in other competitions or on any other occasion. The topic of the
submitted scientific work is in the same scientific field as that of the
announced competition. The publications reveal the applicant’s piety for
research; they also show successful attempts to applying the results of
such research in education.

Some of the publications on the list are independent works and the
others are in co-authorship. Their summaries make it clear that the
candidate has his own style, which has been developed in the process of
his work.

Particular heed should be paid to monograph Social Security in the
Republic of Bulgaria which comes to a total of 180 pages. It contains sx-
chapters. In them, Zdravko Kuzmanov presents his understanding of the
concept of national security and social security as its key aspect.

The articles and scientific reports that have been included on the
list emphasize the candidate's publishing activity.

The publications make contributions in the following three areas:

- analysis of the factors influencing the security at national and
international level;

- analysis of the factors and processes in crisis management;

- data protection in companies.

The scientific contributions evident from the candidate's
publications submitted for the competition could be applied both in estab-
lishing a scientifically sound approach to the analysis and providing a
definition of security as a phenomenon and as a practice> they could al-
s0 be applied in the training of personnel in this field.

Despite the fact that there are no separate protocols for the joint
publications which Dr. Zdravko Kuzmanov has submitted for the
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competition, his authorship is clear and indisputable in the scientific
papers. They are written in a specific style and way of presentation. The
used sources are quoted correctly. The analysis of the themes, which
are traced in the applicant’'s overall scientific output, gives an accurate
idea of his scientific interests and his authorial participation.

| have no remarks on the candidate's performance as a scientist. In
addition to his work as a teacher, | recommend that he increases his
publishing activity for the disciplines he teaches by publishing textbooks,
handbooks, lecture scrolls and further materials. In the work where he
has proven his skills, he should attempt to make his publications more
accessible to students, e.g. by using more actively the opportunities of-
fered by modern technologies, the intranet network of the University and
the Internet resources.

| have personally discussed the some remarks with the candidate
regarding his scientific output and his activities as a lecturer and | do not
consider that they can change the general good impression of his overall
activity and in particular - the publishing one. They do not diminish in the
least the value of the monograph and other publications, neither do they
undervalue the work done by the applicant to obtain and process
scientific information. The purpose of these remarks is only to focus his
attention with regard to his future teaching activities and scientific
achievements.

In the submitted papers for the competition, | have not found a
representation of the author's own works, which are entirely or partially
written or created by another, or the use of scientific results published by
another one, without having the required reference or citation. | am not
aware of any claims against him by other authors for incorrect use of
literary sources, or of reports of the applicant's publications for plagiarism
of an anonymous or non-anonymous nature.

The reference of teaching activity for the additional indicators under

art. 57, para. 2 of the regulations for the implementation of the Law for
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the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria of the
candidate, it is palpable that Zdravko Kuzmanov has a sufficient and
well-balanced annual schedule, formed by lectures, seminars,
extracurricular activities, supervision of graduates and projects participa-
tion.

Perusing the detailed submitted documents of the candidate,
shows that he has significant teaching and methodological experience
and that he has established himself as an authoritative lecturer with
successful practice in the training of specialists in the accredited majors

at the University.
| do not have collaborative publications with the candidate.

| personally know the participant in the competition. He is
organized, businesslike, hardworking and consistent in his teaching. He
has good teaching, methodological and professional training. He is able
to organize and lead the educational, pedagogical and research activities
at a high methodological level. | have reviewed his dissertation for
obtaining the educational and scientific degree of doctor. Given the
current publications, | do believe that it is obvious that Zdravko
Kuzmanov has made a leap in his preparation and in recent years. This
is further confirmed by the opinion of his superiors that he copes well
with the assigned tasks. In his work as a teacher he shows a tendency to
apply creativity and search for creative approaches in solving problems
by using new and effective ways to achieve goals.

Having acquainted myself with the teaching and theoritical and
practical activity of the candidate, allows me to claim that he meets the
requirements for obtaining the academic position Associate Professor,
defined in Art. 53 of regulations for the implementation of the Law for the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the
referencesunder Art. 54, para. 1 and give him an overall positive
assessment.



Hereby, on the grounds of the aforementioned, | propose to the
esteemed members of the Scientific Jury to acknowledge the submitted
papers of the competition, to evaluate them positively and to vote for
Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Zdravko Yuriev Kuzmanov to be awarded
the academic position of Associate Professor in Security Systems
Management Department, Faculty of Technical Sciences—at Konstantin
Preslavsky University of Shumen.
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