OPINION

OF THE SCIENTIFIC PRODUCTION OF CH. AC. DR ZDRAVKO
YURIEV KUZMANOY FOR PARTICIPATION IN A COMPETITION,
ANNOUNCED IN SG, ISSUE 27/02.04.2021 FOR OCCUPATION OF THE
ACADEMIC POSITION "ASSOCIATE ASSOCIATION" IN THE
DISTRICT OF HIGHER EDUCATION, 9TH EDUCATION. NATIONAL
SECURITY (SECURITY SYSTEMS)

FROM PROF. MARGARITA BONEVA, DR.SC

In the announcement in SG, issue 27/02.04.2021 competition for the
academic position “Associate Professor” in the field of higher education 9.
Security and defense, professional field 9.1. National Security (Security
Systems) Ch. Assistant Professor Dr. Zdravko Yuriev Kuzmanov, participated
with 1 monograph and 26 publications. The content of the publications 1s
relevant to the field and professional direction of the announced competition and
allows them to be classified into three areas, namely: research and analysis of
factors influencing security (8 pcs.), Theoretical aspects of risk management and
processes in case of crises (12) and information protection in the organizations
(6).

The applicant has fulfilled the minimum national requirements under Art.
26, para 2 and 3 of the Law on the Protection of the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities.

The monographic work of Ch. Assistant Professor Dr. Kuzmanov
considers a particularly topical issue of global society - the problem of social
security. The content includes an introduction, six chapters, a conclusion,
literature and 3 appendices. 68 literary sources are cited, 9 of which are in a
foreign language.

The introduction presents the concept of security, based on the three
known approaches to interpreting its meaning. The main aspects of security are
indicated, 1incl. environmental security, demographic security, economic
security, social security, information security, military security. Particular
attention 1s paid to the nature of the concepts of "social security” and "social
security". It 1s stated that in world practice two basic models of social security
have been established, which are related to the concepts of Otto von Bismarck
and William Beveridge.

Today, on their basis, in the context of economic reality, four models of
social security are distinguished. Attention is paid to the organization,
management, control and regulations of social security and the three stages in its
development are indicated. The role of social protection in a globalized society
1s justified.

In the first chapter “Security-concept, classification and conceptual
approaches" the author presents the concept of “security”, the functions of



security, justifies the meaning of this concept. The concepts are presented:
national security, national interest, general security, social security.
Summarizing the information in the literature, the author presents the concept of
"security" as a multifaceted state characterizing the situation of man, society or
state in the external environment, as a complex in which there 1s a moment of
comparison of characteristics reflecting the real and desired state of man, society
or state.

He considers the concept of "security" as a value and goal, for the
realization of which man, society and the state take certain actions. The author's
attention 1s also drawn to the individual, society, state or group of states as a
subject and object of security. It is stated that depending on who 1s the subject or
object of security - the individual, the social group, society as a whole, the state
or the community of states, several levels of security are distinguished:

» personal or individual security;

» societal (1dentity) security or security of the society;

* national or state security;

» international or collective security;

» global or global security.

The monograph presents a number of fundamental concepts that not only
determine the content of theoretical developments in the field of human security,
society and the state, but also the directions and nature of practical actions of
various security actors such as “the concept of national security”, “the concept
of universal security” and the “concept of social security™.

Chapter Two "The National Security of the Republic of Bulgaria in the
Contemporary World" discusses the problems and priorities of national security
in the country, the functions and importance of the National Security Advisory
Council, the National Security Strategy of the Republic of Bulgaria. It is stated
that changes in international relations in recent years pose new and diverse
challenges to security globally and regionally. It is emphasized that the
membership of the Republic of Bulgaria in the EU and NATO and the good
relations with the neighboring countries are decisive for its external security and
the defense of 1ts national interests. The COVID-19 pandemic 1s at work. The
author emphasizes that one of the main priorities related to the national security
policy of our country is the establishment of the rule of law, the principles of
good governance and anti-corruption and concludes that the activities related to
the functioning of the National Security System. security - maintaining a high
level of human resources, regulating the rules and mechanisms for coordination
of individual sectoral policies and actions of civil society organizations and
businesses in counteracting the risks and threats to national security and crises of
various kinds, acceptance of allied forces on the territory of the Republic of
Bulgaria, defense and mobilization training of the country, dealing with the



demographic crisis, justice, guaranteeing revenues in the state budget are long-
term priorities.

The monograph focuses on foreign security policy, social security policy,
energy security policy, security policy in human-nature relations, justice and
home affairs policy, defense policy and cybersecurity.

The role and importance of the National Security Advisory Council has
not escaped the author's attention, as it 1s stated that the CCNS discusses issues
and prepares opinions and proposals related to the national security policy, the
guarantee of civil peace, public order and the rights and interests of Bulgarian
citizens and actions in the event of a threat to national security.

Chapter three, "The emergence and development of the concept of social
security" deals with the criteria, threats, meaning and significance of social
security. The author draws attention to the minimum requirements for ensuring
social security, namely:

 universal primary education for girls and boys;

* halving the level of illiteracy among the adult population;

» basic medical care for all, with priority given to vaccmation of children:

* elimination of cases of acute malnutrition;

» providing family planning services for all comers;

safe drinking and domestic water for all;

» credit for all in order to create opportunities for self-employment.

In modern research on social security issues, at least four main evaluation
criteria are distinguished. The social security system of one or another country 1s
assessed by its ability:

* to prevent the occurrence of situations related to social explosion;

» to prevent degradation of the social structure (both its balancing and
development of the processes related to polarization, margialization and
lumpenization);

» to ensure the sustainability of the social structure in normal, vertical and
horizontal social mobility;

* to maintain an adequate system for social orientation and culture of
public behavior, including political and economic.

In Chapter Four, "Social security as social security”, the concept of social
security finds a special place. The author with the necessary competence
presents the essence, the principles of social security. Analyzes the insurance
systems, emphasizing their characteristics, classification and financing. As a
main problem of the social security system he pomts out its difficult adaptation
to the changing social models. Based on a study of the normative documents, the
term “‘social security” is defined as:

» special form of distribution relations;



» function of the state for providing and servicing the incapable part of the
population;

» legal category, meaning the subjective right of citizens to receive
assistance from the state, natural or legal persons;

» state system and the form of material support for the citizens in case of
disability, unemployment, old age and in other cases;

* branch of law.

The author proposes the classification of the International Social Security
Association of the components of social security as follows:

» social security;

» social assistance;

* social services.

From the point of view of the provisions of the International Social
Security Association, the basis of the social security system 1s primarily social
security, which includes the following elements:

* Pensions;

* Health Insurance;

* insurance against accidents at work;

* unemployment insurance.

The monograph states that according to the Social Security Code (SSC),
state social security (SSS) is carried out on the basis of the following principles:

» obligation and universality of insurance;

» solidarity of the insured persons;

» cquality of the insured persons;

» social dialogue in the management of the insurance system;

* fund organization of social security funds.

The models of the social security system such as Bismarck's model,
Beveridge's model, the liberal model, the social-liberal model, the social-
democratic model, the model of social security are precisely considered in the
work. In addition, the specific elements (rules, procedures, criteria) that are
interrelated and common to all insurance systems are indicated. The author
points out the labor risks as an object of social msurance.

The introduction of the tripartite pension insurance system also finds a
place in the monograph. The way of financing the social security systems, the
place of the social security funds, the institutions and the legal framework are
indicated.

Chapter five “Social Security in the Republic of Bulgaria™ presents the
historical aspects of social security, as well as the state social insurance in the
country, implemented through compulsory and voluntary insurance systems.



The author emphasizes the fact that globalization, technological change,
migration, an aging population and changes in the labor market in recent years
have made social protection systems (economic and social security) a major
challenge for many countries around the world. The author emphasizes that the
responsibility for providing social protection lies primarily with individual
countries, but the EU also has an important role to play.

EU-level social security programs are closely linked to employment
actions through the Employment and Social Innovation Program (EaSI) (2014-
2020), the European Fund for the Most Deprived (FEAD), the European Fund
for Globalization Adjustment (EGF), the European Investment Bank (EIB), the
European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI), the EU's Horizon 2020
Research and Innovation Program, the Investment in People, Social Cohesion
and Values, Program, etc. In the financial framework for the period 2021-2027,
the European Commission plans to increase funding to improve employment
opportunities for workers and to strengthen social cohesion through the
enlargement of the European Social Fund Plus. The EU's strategy 1s to address
some priority challenges such as youth unemployment, continuing poverty and
social exclusion, and the integration of refugees and migrants.

Chapter six "Contemporary aspects of social security in the Republic of
Bulgaria" 1s devoted to the information factor in social security, the
modemization of social protection systems and the coordination of social
security systems in the European Union. A special place in the monographic
work 18 found 1n the EU regulations on the coordination of social security, which
do not replace the national social security systems, but provide for the
coordination of the policies of the EU countries for the promotion of social
cohesion and equality. EU coordination rules are based on four principles:

» cach person 1s covered by the social security system of only one
Member State;

* equal treatment of the persons concerned, according to the different
national legislations;

 aggregation of periods where certain conditions need to be met before
entitlement to benefits is acquired, proof is required from the competent
institution for periods of insurance, residence, or employment in other Member
States.

» portability of the benefit from one Member State to another when
moving persons.

In conclusion, the presented monograph “Social Security in the Republic
of Bulgaria™ by Zdravko Kuzmanov meets the requirements for such scientific
work. The proposed monographic work has scientific and practical significance
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and 1s a kind of mini-encyclopedia related to the concepts of “security”, “social
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security”, “social security”, “social protection™ and can be benefits both students
and anyone interested in social security issues.



The original scientific contributions of Ch. Assistant Professor Zdravko
Yuriev Kuzmanov, PhD are in the field of research and analysis of the factors
influencing security, risk management and crisis management, analysis of the
main international standards related to information security, innovations in
building an integrated security system and communication, research and analysis
of the main aspects of GIS, which is a modern IT tool for visualization, event
analysis, strategic planning and informed decision making.

Dr. Kuzmanov's scientific production (monograph, publications, scientific
reports), his participation in 1 international, 2 national and 5 internal university
projects, the citation present the author as an erudite, highly competent scientist
who knows the scientific literature and regulations (laws, strategies) , programs,
plans, concepts) related to the issues it considers.

The acquired competencies as a result of education, training and
professional experience represent Chief Assistant. Dr. Zdravko Kuzmanov as an
established security expert, an excellent pedagogue, able to work in a team, as
evidenced by the project teams and the scientific management of 3 graduates.
He is an extremely ambitious and precise, loved and respected by students and
fellow lecturers.

In conclusion, I strongly recommend to the highly respected scientific
jury to vote positively and propose to the FS of the FTN of the University of
Shumen “Bishop Konstantin Preslavsky” to Ch. Assistant Professor
Zdravko Kuzmanov, PhD, to be awarded the academic position of
“Associate Professor” in the field of higher education 9. Security and
Defense, professional field 9.1. National Security (Security Systems).
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