OPINION

Regarding the submitted papers for participation in competition for the awarding of the academic
position "associate professor" in the Field of higher education: 9. Security and defense, Professional field:
9.1. National Security, announced by Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen in the State Gazette,
Issue 27 of April 2, 2021.

Opinion issued by: Prof. Krasimir Markov Markov, Dr.Sc

Applicant: Zdravko Yuriev Kuzmanov

L. Brief biographical background of the applicant

Zdravko Kuzmanov graduated from the National Military University Vasil Levsky. His major
was Administrative and Information Security, Bachelor's degree. He obtained his Master's degree in
2011.

In 2013 he obtained the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in Organization and
Management outside the field of material production (National Security) at University of Library Studies
and Information Technologies.

His professional experience began at National Military University Vasil Levsky, Faculty of
Artillery, Air Defense And Computer And Information Systems - Shumen as an assistant during the
period 2012-2015. As of October 2015 he has been a chief assistant at Konstantin Preslavsky Univerisy
of Shumen. He has also been a teacher Panayot Volov Secondary School since 2017.

II. Characteristics of applicant’s scientific theoretical and practical works

Dr. Zdravko Kuzmanov’s scientific output for the competition is in compliance with the major
and its specifics. It includes 35 publications, one of which is a monograph. There also 11 publications in
periodicals and scientific journals, 15 reports at scientific conferences and sessions, 8 research papers for
project participation. All of them are a total of 342 pages. These publications meet the national
requirements and the national scientific indicators for awarding the academic position of "Associate
Professor”. It serves as an indicator of the applicant’s activity and interests.



Most of the publications are in the field of the candidate's interests and are related to the national
security. This thematic concentration — as much as it exists- allows the author to deeply understand the
issue, as well as to conduct and analyze research in this area.

The monograph Social Security in the Republic of Bulgaria contains six chapters (180 pages) and
reveals the essence of national security, possible approaches for defining it. It also reflects the close link
between national and social security, and gives a broader meaning to the concept of social security. The
research analyzes the reasons for its onset, the stages of development of social security in the Republic
of Bulgaria, while also providing the characteristics of the modern insurance system. The fact that
Zdravko Kuzmanov has mainly studied the existing legal frameworks and the respective legislative
documents gives him the opportunity to argue his main theses.

Generally, Zdravko Kuzmanov’s scientific output is characterized by relevance and consistent
professional depth. The scientific works he submitted for this competition his own. Their analysis, which
is in the field of national security together with the candidate's own research, revealed his capacity. Thus,
my assessment of the scientific works of Dr. Zdravko Kuzmanov is positive. These works are written
professionally, peer-reviewed. They meet the requirements for scientific liferature and prove his
professional experience.

The following positive aspects can be found in the Dr. Zdravko Kuzmanov’s scientific output:

¥ very good knowledge and awareness of the current issues of national security, especially social
and energy security issues;

¥' good research and analytical skills to conduct his own research in these areas;

v applicability of the results in theoretical and practical terms;

¥' appropriate scientific style.

There are 10 citations related to the publications of Dr. Zdravko Kuzmanov, 8 of which are
included in monographs and collective volumes with scientific review.

IT1, Main scientific theoretical and practical contributions and results

I acknowledge the scientific contributions pointed out by the candidate and their indicated place
in the relevant scientific works as objective. The abovementioned can be differentiated into the following
main frameworks:

» Research and analysis of the factors influencing the security at national and international level.

e Theoretical aspects of risk management. Analysis of factors and processes in crisis

management,



e Data protection in companies.
e All contributions submitted by the applicant have been properly documented in his

publications.

IV. Critical notes and recommendations

Chief Assistant Dr. Zdravko Kuzmanov is well-experienced in teaching in the field of higher
education. I recommend that he expands the scope of his research in his future research and teaching so
as to cover even more aspects of national security.

I have no questions for the candidate.

V. Conclusion

The analysis of the candidate’s teaching, research and scientific work, as well as the submitted
reference for compliance with the national scientific indicators for awarding the academic position
Associate Professor, present Zdravko Yuriev Kuzmanov as a professional, conscientious researcher and
person who has sustainable interests.

The candidate meets the requirements for the academic position. I have no doubt of plagiarism in
the scientific papers claimed for the competition.

The applicant’s contributions are objective and are the result of the ideas developed by him in his
scientific output.

All the aforementioned gives me reason to give a positive evaluation and to recommend to the
Scientific Jury to prepare a report-proposal to the Faculty Council for the awarding Chief Assistant Dr.
Zdravko Yuriev Kuzmanov the academic position of "Associate Professor" at Konstantin Preslavsky
University of Shumen in the field of higher education 9. Security and Defense, professional field 9.1.
National Security (Security Systems).
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