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OPINION

Issued by Professor Dr. Engineer Veliko Panchev Petrov, professor at the Information
Security Department, Faculty of Artillery, Air Defense and CIS,
National Military University Vasil Levski

regarding the submitted scientific papers for the competition for awarding the

academic position "Associate Professor"

In the field of higher education 9. "Security and defense”, professional field 9.1. . National
security (Security systems), announced in the State Gazette, [ssue 27 of April 4th, 2021

by the only applicant in the competition:
Dr. Zdravko Yuriev Kuzmanov., Chief Assistant in the Security Systems Management
Department, Faculty of Technical Sciences at Konstantin Preslavsky University of

Shumen

Shumen
2021



1. Summary of the candidate’s research, theoretical and practical activity and
teaching

The competition for awarding the academic position of "Associate Professor" in the
field of higher education 9. "Security and Defense", professional field 9.1. "National
Security (Security Systems) 1s conducted in compliance with all legal and procedural
requirements and it has only one applicant - Dr. Zdravko Yuriev Kuzmanov.

In the competition the candidate has submitted a general scientific output as follows:

- 1 monograph - 180 pages;

- 11 articles in scientific journals — a total of 64 pages (submitted for review 50
pages).

- 15 reports at scientific sessions and conferences — a total of 98 pages (submitted
for review 74 pages);

The 27 papers submitted for review have a total of 342 pages (304 pages for
reviewing). The approved papers submitted for reviewing contain 17 independent works
and 10 co-authorship works. In one of the co-authored works the candidate is in first place,
and in the others in second place. Three of the articles and reports were published in
English, and all other papers were published in Bulgarian.

In my opinion, all scientific papers submitted for evaluation in the competition meet
the legal requirements and have not previously been submitted for the acquisition of the
educational and scientific degree "Doctor". 1 fully acknowledge the scientific papers
proposed for review, as they relevant to the topic of the announced competition and prove
the author to be a serious and thorough researcher.

A reference to the citations indicates the reflection of the candidate's scientific
publications in the literature with a total of 10 known citations.

On the grounds of the enclosed documents, the applicant has participated in one
international, two national projects and five inter-university projects, funded by the
Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen.

The submitted reference in accordance with art. 2b, para 1 of the Law for
Academic Staff Development of the Republic of Bulgaria for fulling the minimum
national requirements have enclosed proof in the scientific output by group indicators and
number of points by Dr. Zdravko Yuriev Kuzmanov shows a total number of 450 points of
the groups of indicators. This exceeds the requirement of 400 points for awarding the
academic position of "associate professor" in the field of higher education 9. Security and
defense, professional field 9.1. "National Security".

The works by Dr. Kuzmanov refer to significant theoretical and practical issues and
have to do with various aspects of national security. The monograph was written
independently by the candidate in 2021 and was published by the Konstantin Preslavsky
University Publishing House. The applicant’s reports and articles were presented at
national and international scientific forums of great significance.

[ am not aware any facts that would question the authenticity of the works and the
contribution of the author. The overall analysis of the scientific output serves as an
evidence that he has established himself as a researcher on these matters, and the titles
submitted for review fully meet the academic requirements and standards.



2. Assessment of the applicant’s teaching preparation and activities
Dr. Zdravko Yuriev Kuzmanov acquired his bachelor’s degree in 2010, and in 2011 he
obtained a master's degree in civil major Administrative and Information Security at the
Faculty of Artillery, Air Defense and CIS, National Military University Vasil Levski.
During the period 2012-2013 he has been a doctoral student at the University of Library
Science and Information Technology in Sofia. At that time, he writes a dissertation
through independent preparation, and he successfully defends it and receives an
educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the major Organization and management
outside the field of material production (national security) .

As of May 2012, he has been appointed for the position of "Assistant" in the
Department of Information Security, Faculty of Artillery, Air Defense and CIS. As of
September 2015, and until the present moment he has been the Chief Assistant in Security
Systems Management Department, Faculty of Technical Sciences at Konstantin
Preslavsky University of Shumen.

He has undergone several training courses and they are the following: didactics
course for newly appointed teachers, English for civilians - level B2, research
methodology, training course for distance learning room administrators, Open-Source
course. applications and services for distance learning, organization of a tablet class, a
course for computer communications and distance learning and a course for creating web -
based applications for distance learning. All these courses have contributed to his career
development, where he skillfully combines his theoretical training and his practical skills.
This allows him to prove himself to be a very good teacher - lecturer, leader of seminars
and practical classes.

His scientific theoretical and practical results define Dr. Kuzmanov as a true
researcher and an established teacher. This assessment 1s further facilitated by the fact that
he has been engaged in pedagogical and scientific activities for 10 years at the Faculty of
Artillery, Air Defense, CIS as well as at Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen. The
applicant’s teaching activity has to do with lectures and seminars in 20 subjects, which
indicates that he has a built the authority of a teacher who has the required methodological
and theoretical training. He is the supervisor of three graduates and has the necessary
capacity to supervise doctoral students.

The submitted papers for reviewing, which have been presented at scientific forums,
are characterized by an in-depth analysis of the issues, they are theoretically justified and
are applicable. The monograph has been developed by the candidate at a high theoretical
and practical level.

3. Main scientific results and contributions

The papers submitted for review are divided into three main thematic areas and
contain scientific results and contributions as follows:

1) Research and analysis of the factors influencing the security at national and
international level: monograph (3.1.); publications in scientific journals and published
scientific reports (7.1.; 7.7.; 7.8.; 7.13.; 7.16. and 7.17.). The main contributions in them
can be formulated in the following way: the essence of social security and possible
approaches for defining it; an analysis of the determinants leading to the development and
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upgrading social security in the Republic of Bulgaria has been performed; the modern
aspects of social security in the Republic of Bulgaria and the EU are studied, research and
analysis of the essence of misinformation and its elements has been performed; the threats
from terrorist activity are studied, as well as the interaction between the bodies and
structures for terrorism counteraction in Bulgaria; an analysis of the legal acts on human
rights in the EU and their synchronization with the Bulgarian legislation has been carried
out; the information resources in the context of the national security are studied; research
and analysis of the intelligence and operative-search activity;,

2) Theoretical aspects of risk management. Analysis of factors and processes in
crisis management: publications in scientific journals and published scientific reports
(7.6.;79.;714.;7.15.;7.18.; 7.19.; 7.20.; 7.21.; 7.22.; 7.23.; 7.24.; 7.25. and 7.26.). The
main contributions in them can be formulated as follows: research and analysis of methods
for measuring and assessing risk has been performed; the policies in crisis management in
the Republic of Bulgaria, the EU, the Russian Federation and the USA are studied; an
analysis of the main priorities in ensuring the security of sites of the Electricity System of
the Republic of Bulgaria; the structure and threats of critical infrastructure in the
electricity sector, the electricity information and communication interface and the systems
based on information and communication technologies have been studied;

3) Protection of information in organizations: publications in scientific journals
and published scientific reports (7.3.; 7.4.; 7.5, 7.10., 7.11. And 7.12.). The main
contributions in them can be formulated as follows: an analysis of the innovations in the
construction of an integrated security and communication system; the main international
standards related to information security have been analyzed and research and risk analysis
in information security has been performed; the possibilities for creating a spatial database
of the objects of the critical infrastructure in the energy sector have been studied; The
issues of the main characteristics and aspects of GIS have been clarified, as a modern IT
tool for visualization and analysis of events, predicting results, strategic planning and
making informed decisions.

4. Evaluation of the significance of these contributions in terms of practical
application

Having in mind the conditional division of the contributions in three thematic areas
in Dr. Kuzmanov’s work and their analysis, it can be concluded that they mainly refer to
the researching existing theories, their enrichment and development of modern theories, as
well as obtaining new results and the establishment of concrete proposals for international
and national security. The significance of the contributions lies primarily in the enrichment
and further development of knowledge having to do with security at the international and
national level in various aspects of risk management, analysis of factors and processes in
crisis management and data protection in companies in the Republic of Bulgaria. The
candidate’s outcome and contributions and can be the grounds for further research.

5. Critical notes for the submitted works

The following critical remarks can be addressed to the peer-reviewed papers, which
are mostly related to the stylistic design of some of the papers (there are inaccuracies,
repetitions, and editorial errors), as well as some of the scientific reports and publications
due to their small volume (3). — 4 pages) do not provide opportunities for full analysis,
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argumentation of the studied issues and summaries. These remarks do not change the
overall positive assessment of Dr. Kuzmanov and do not undermine the significance of the
scientific contributions and outcomes.

I recommend that Dr. Kuzmanov publishes textbooks or handbook in his future
teaching career in the academic disciplines in the field of the current competition.

6. Conclusion
Dr. Kuzmanov’s teaching, theoretical and practical research activity proves that he fully
meets the requirements of the Law for development of the academic staff and the
Regulations for its Implementation. On these grounds, I propose to the Scientific Jury to
award Dr. Zdravko Yuriev Kuzmanov the academic position of Associate Professor in the
Security Systems Management Department at the Faculty of Technical Sciences.

7. Evaluation of the applicants

Having acquainted myself with and researched the scientific output submitted for
the announced competition for "associate professor" by Dr. Kuzmanov, the only
participant in the competition, gives me reason to give my positive assessment of the
candidate's achievements and I propose the esteemed Scientific Jury to give their positive
assessment to the applicant, chief assistant. Dr. Zdravko Yuriev Kuzmanov as well and to
propose to the Faculty Council at the Faculty of Technical Sciences of Konstantin
Preslavsky University of Shumen to award him the academic position of Associate
Professor in higher education 9. "Security and Defense", professional field 9.1. National
Security (Security Systems) in the Security Systems Management Departmerf, Faculty of
Technical Sciences at Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen.

7" June 2021 Member of the Scientific jury:



