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The members of the Scientific Jury for the competition were appointed by
order RD-16-095/28.05.2021 of the Rector of the Konstantin Preslavsky
University of Shumen. Only one applicant has submitted papers for the
competition within the deadline established by law — Dr. Zdravko Yuriev
Kuzmanov, Chief Assistant Professor at Security Systems Management
Department, Faculty of Technical Sciences, Konstantin Preslavsky University of
Shumen.

The Commission in charge of verifying papers and selecting the candidates
for the competition voted on approving Dr. Zdravko Yuriev Kuzmanov’s
application.

The reference for the implementation of the minimum national
requirements that has been submitted by chief Assistant Dr. Zdravko Yuriev
Kuzmanov for holding the academic position of Associate Professor in the field
of higher education 9. Security and Defense, within the meaning of Art. 2b, para
1 of Law for Academic Staff Development of the Republic of Bulgaria, together
with the enclosed proof of group indicators and number of points comes to a total
of 450 points for all required indicators. This exceeds the minimum number of
400 points (the sum of points in each group indicators is equal to or exceeds the
minimum requirements for the relevant group).

I do not know personally the applicant for this competition, Dr. Kuzmanov.
However, his biography shows he is indeed dedicated to scientific research and
teaching. Not only has he shown commitment to Konstantin Preslavsky
University of Shumen. His dedication is also ostentatious towards to the National
Military University, and he teaches students in secondary school. Subsequently,
there is no reason to doubt his experience and qualities in the aforementioned
activities.

1. Summary of the candidate’s research, theoretical and practical
activity and teaching

The papers submitted for review (list of scientific papers) by Dr. Zdravko
Kuzmanov are in the same field and meet the requirements of the competition for
the academic position of Associate Professor in higher education 9. Security and
Defense, professional field 9.1. National Security (Security Systems). Chief
Assistant Professor Dr. Zdravko Kuzmanov has submitted sufficient in quantity
and quality scientific output of 27 works, which are to be reviewed for the
competition as follows:

- 1 monograph.

- 11 scientific articles.

- 15 scientific reports.

All of them come to a total of 342 pages.

10 of the publications are in co-authorship. This serves as an evidence that
Dr. Kuzmanov is sought after and valued among his colleagues and peers for
collaboration.



The scientific output submitted for review has not been previously
submitted for awarding of the scientific degree of "Doctor".

The enclosed reference with the 10 citations further proves the scientific
value of the applicant’s work (one rarely comes across such similar results by
young scientists):

- & citations or reviews in scientific journals, published in referenced and
indexed in worldwide databases with scientific information or in monographs and
collective volumes;

- 2 citations or reviews in non-referenced journals with scientific review;

The publications can be divided into three main thematic areas for
establishing new interdisciplinary knowledge and skills in the field of security (all
of them in the professional field 9.1. National Security, which proves the
candidate’s reasons for applying for this competition):

- Data protection in companies (I would rather name this field only as Data
Protection) — 6 publications;

- Theoretical aspects of risk management. Analysis of the factors and
processes in crisis management (in our opinion it could simply be Crisis
management and protection of critical infrastructure, since risk management is
discussed within this topic) - 12 publications;

- Research and analysis of the factors which affect security at national and
international level — 9 publications, the monograph Social Security in the
Republic of Bulgaria is one of them.

Dr. Zdravko Kuzmanov teaches various disciplines in several Bachelor's
and Master's programs. Moreover, he has lectures and extracurricular activities,
innovative teaching methods. He provides activities set in a practical environment
outside the Higher School or scientific organization. Some of the disciplines he
teaches are: Intermational Security Organizations, Theoretical Foundations of
National Security, Organizational Structures of Security Systems, Geographical
Systems and Security, Conflictology, Critical Infrastructure Protection,
Information Aspects of Security, Critical Information Infrastructure Protection,
etc. To my mind, there is a clear correspondence between the applicant's
publications and the disciplines he teaches.

The overall teaching and learning activities of the applicant is palpable and
diverse enough. It covers the whole aspect comes to show his serious
nvolvement.

I was not able to find a reference for the applicant’s number of annual
teaching classes. Nevertheless, it is clear from the papers he has submitted that
Dr. Kuzmanov has been teaching at Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen
since 2015, and his theoritical and practical teaching experience are impressive.

During the period 2013-2021 the applicant has participated in one
international, two national projects and five inter-university projects.

He supervised the diploma theses of 12 graduates of Konstantin Preslavsky
University of Shumen.



2.Major scientific contributions

I acknowledge the monographic work Social Security in the Republic of
Bulgaria (Konstantin Preslavsky University Publishing House, 2021), 1 also
acknowledge the rest of the publications as original and relevant (the applicant’s
own and the ones in co-authorship). I fully agree with the stated scientific
contributions in the three areas of the applicant’s work:

- Exploring the nature of social security and possible approaches to
defining it, meanwhile reflecting the close relation between national and social
security, which gives a broader meaning to the concept of social security;

- Researching contemporary aspects of social security in the Republic of
Bulgaria and the EU;

- Research and analysis of the nature of disinformation and its elements, as
well as the threats it poses in the defense and security sector .;

- Research and analysis of terrorist threats, as well as the interaction
between the governing bodies and structures for terrorism counteracting in
Bulgaria. Developing and upgrading upgrade of an integrated model of the
national security system in Bulgaria.

- Research and analysis of information resources in the context of national
security, the principles of access to information and their impact in the national
security system, the legislative rules regarding information acces and the specific
administrative and legal procedure of information legislation access and its
implementation.

- Research on Crisis management policies in the Republic of Bulgaria, the
EU, the Russian Federation and the United States of America, indication of good
practices.

- Analysis of specific crucial cases in the electricity systems in the EU, the
United States and Russia in order to create opportunities for optimizing and
improving security systems and ensuring the requirement of national security,
society and citizens are met.

- Analysis of the main priorities in providing security of Electricity System
sites in the Republic of Bulgaria.

- Study and analysis of the structure and threats of critical infrastructure in
the electricity sector.

- Analysis of the main intemational standards in relation to information
security. Research and risk analysis in information security.

- Research and analysis of the opportunity to develop a spatial database of
the critical infrastructure object in the energy sector by means of open source
software.

The aforementioned 10 contributions are a sample of the the applicant has
submitted with the sole purpose to be consolidated, presented as wide-ranging
and relevant and in order to serve as a summary of his contributions. My



suggestions for editing some of the titles doe not rejects the other contributions
listed by the candidate.

Dr. Zdravko Kuzmanov’s scientific works is full of various scientific
contributions. Most of the developments also have great practical importance.
The applicant has demonstrated his ability to formulate and argue his scientific
theses.

I consider that the scientific output and their results are an independent
work carried out by the applicant and it successfully defend the claims for
contributions.

3. Evaluation of the significance of these contributions in terms of
practical application

The quality and current research and teaching expertise of Dr. Zdravko
Kuzmanov are, in my opinion, evident in the papers he has submitted for
reviewing. The high publishing activity, as well as the scientific outcomes prove
that the candidate is constantly looking for a way to apply his abilities and
scientific interests in the three separate fields.

4.Conclusion

The submitted papers and output submitted by Dr. Zdravko Yuriev
Kuzmanov in the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor
fully meet the requirements of the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in
the Republic of Bulgaria and Regulations for its Implementation.

5. Evaluation of the applicant

Considering all the aforementioned, I convincingly give my positive
assessment and offer the members of the esteemed Scientific Jury to award Dr.
Zdravko Yuriev Kuzmanov the academic position of Associate Professor in the
field of higher education 9. Security and Defense, professional field 9.1 . National
Security (Security Systems), in the Department of Security Systems Management,
Faculty of Technical Sciences at Konstantin Preslavsky Universit Shumen.

10™ June 2021 Member of the Scientific Jury: Prof. Dr. tvo Velikov
Sofia
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