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bv competition fbrholding the acaclemic positicln of associate proltssor in l. pedagogical

sciences, professional fleld I .1 . Theory and managcment o1'edr-rcation (Managernent of
education), announced in issue 12 of the State Gazet te, 12.02.2021 . armouncecl by, the
University of Shumen "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski ". firr the needs tif Varna f.ree

[_lniversit1,. with candidate Dr. Ophelia Ir.,arno'a Kiine'a
Member of the scientilic.jury: Prof'essor Dr. (ialin Ror.isor' 'l'sokor

l. General characteristics and professional biographl,of the cancliclatc
rhe onll' candidate in the competition fbr the acaclemic position ol'associatc prol'cssor - Dr.
ophelia Ivanova Kaneva was born in 197ti. In 2001 she graciuatecl with a bachelor,s ciegree
from Sof-ra University "St. Kliment ohridski". majoring in Social Activities nith a
specialization in Management of Social organizations. I'he fbllo*,ing 1,car. 2002. Dr. Kane'a
graduated successfr-rlly. conlpleting a master's program in "l.abor Markcts ancl Irniployrnent
Systems"" In 2004 the cancliciate obtained a prof.cssional clLralification in Vocational
Rehabilitation Marragement ir"r vienna. ALrstria. ophelia l(anera succcsslirllr, clefbnclecl her.

doctoral dissertation in the professional flelcl 1 .1 . 'l'heory' and managclrcrt ol'ecir-rcati.n. ir.r the
scientific specialty Management of Education in 2020 at IJnirersiti, o1-plovciir, ..paisii

Hilendarski"" In the period from 1999 to 2003. Dr. I(ar-rcva ivorkecl i, non-go'er'mental
organizations as a coordinator o1'projects and training pfograrrs, Frorn 2004 to 2009 the
participant in the competition was Deputy' Mayor of'sliven with social policics. emplo'mert.
youth activities, health, spotls, and education. 'fhe aclministrative career of' Dr. Kaneva
continues in ASA where she holds the position of Director ol'C'hilcl protecriop. (2009-2011).
In the fbllowing years (201 6-201 8) the candiclate held a senior goverrllent positio. - Clai'nan
of the SACP. Since 2018 she has been an anah,st ancj lecturer er1 the Ozone Foundation ancl
Ozone Agency Ltd. The expefi activiti,, of Dr. Kaneva is also r,,ery rich. Sl.ie was an e xternal
expert of the Council of Europe in the social sphere as a perrticipant in the prissien firr
governmental refbrm in the social policl' of Georgia ancl the nrission lor ipcr.easing t5c capacitl,
of the senior adrninistration of the Ministry of Social Al'fairs of'Armenia. IIe is a delegate to
dozens of international. European. and worlcl prcll'essional forunrs ancl confbrences. participatcs

in research teams working in the field of social policy. t"le is currently, a member of the
Economic and Social council of the Republic o1'Br-rlgaria and chairman oj.the clommittee on



European Policies and the European Process. ophelia Kaneva also has an acti'e teachinq
activity' including in universities. She is a part-time lecturer at the university o1'plovdiv ,.paisii
Hilendarski"' Faculty of Pedagogy and Departmenl of eualificatio. ancj prol.essio'ai
Development of Pedagogical Specialists. She was a guest lecturcr a1 t6e U'iversity of vcliko
Tarnovo "St' St" Kiril and Metodii ". Pedagogical college - pleven: Sofia Ljniversity ,,S1.

Kliment ohridski ", Faculty of Law. Facr-rlty of Philosophy. Faculty,ol'pedagog1.. llLrr.gas lrree
University' center for Humanities, Southwestern University" Neollt Rilski ... Facultl, of public
Health' Health care and Sports; at the Universitl'' of lrorcst., - Sofra. opheria Kaneva has
parlicipated as a coordinator in several national ancl international proiccts.

2' The research antr scientific-appried activity of the candidatc
In the announced competition Dr. Kaneva applied with l3 publications. of.whicli twcr
monographs (one of them - published basecl on a deftrrded dissertation lbr the ai.varcl of
educational and scientific degree "Doctor"), 2 studies, g articles in scientiflc journals. and
repofts fi'o'r conf.erence proceecli'gs. Five of the pr-rblications are in international publications.
Evaluation of the type and qualities of the presented scie'tiflc papers on the topic of the
competition

a / Monographs

Accordi,g to the requirements of ZRNS. among trre presertecr works
habilitation work. This is the monograprr Ka'e'a. o. pLrblic-private

education - opportunities, probrems ancr sorutions. p,brisliing ce.ter
I{rabar", Varna, isBN g77g-954-7r 5-70g-g" pubrished in 202 r.
The book has a volume of 179 pages and is clcclicateci to one of thc little clevclopecl i i'
theoretical a'd theoretical-applied pla'/areas in edr-rcation managenrent - inrprernentation of
the model of public-private partnership in the organizatio' and mernageme't o1' school
organizations and the education system as a whoie, Thus. Dr'. Kaneva ciirects her scientiflc
elforts to a topic that is very relevant anci irnportant not only fbr the theorl, br-rt has its
projections regardirlg the current state of the svslenr .1' .ur school eciucatio, a'ci tlie
possibilities for its reform' -l'his 

is because the morograph raises a serious criscussion aboLrt the
possibilities for in'rproving rnanagemeut praclices i' school education i' Bulgaria. by applr,,ing
the public-private partnersliip approach. By apptyipg this approacli in t5e cdr-rcation s) sienr can
be ensured: pro'iding additio'al and more eitcient management of fl'ancial resourcesr
positive change of the educational en'iro.nrent. by ir-'pro'ing thc .raterial base and
technological renewal; rlot'e llexible anc-l integrati'e progranrs tl.rart combine modern

thcre is a ntonograph.

partnership in school

o1' VFL-l "Chernorizets



technological advances and traditional funclamental knowleclge; policies ancl prograrns that
guarantee the well-being and health of children, taking into account the specilic conditio's and
educational enviroument and atmosphere; prograns fbr organizing fiee tinre. ilhich is a
guarantee o1'optimal functioning. well-being, ancl self'-cletermination. In this sense. the topic
developed by the author has a very high scientific value - both in theorl, and in scientific and
applied terms' In general, the monograph wins w'ith its positive ltatures and co'tributiclu
moments, wliich can be summarized as fbllows:

I' Significance and relevauce of the problem cleveloped in the 
'ronograph.2' Theoretically, a conlprehensive analysis of the various formulations has bee' carriecj

out' in terms of the nature ancl ntain characteristics o1'pLrbiic-private partnership and its
legal fiameu,ork.

3' The opportunities lbr the realization o1'the public-pri'a1c parlncr.sliip in education are
analytically presentecr and its stre'gths are identified

4. as a management fbrm.

5" The carried out is an empirical study o1'the attitr,rcles ol'potential participants i' the
public-private partnership in education - reprcscntativcs of Iocal authorities. private
organizations, pedagogical specialists. parents. ancl represeltatives o1' the local
community^

6' The concept for the development. the implementation of'the policies regarcling the
itnplementation of public-private pafinership in the Bulgar.ian schocll eclucatio' is
substantiated.

The other monograph (published based on a defencleci clissertation fbr the anard of eclucational
and scientific degree "Doctor") is Kaneva, o. Chilclren in the clecision-maki'g process.
Publishing center of vFU "chernorizets Hrabar". varna. ISBN g7g- g54 -715-706-4..lssue-d
in2020' The book presents a complex analysis o1'the theorelical lbrmulations fbr deternri'ing
the nature and specificity of the process of chilclren's participation in decision-makins. .fhe

philosophical, pedagogical, and managerial aspects are considered
of children's participation in decision-making. J'he fonns ancl practices fbr its realization are
determined' The author thoroughly analyzes the policies lbr chilcirerr,s par.ticipation i' t5e
decision-tlaking process nationally and intentationalll,,. 'l'hc ntain ccinlribution of the book is
that it substantiates a moclel of children's prinicipatior in ciecision-lrakipg. built on an
integrative and interdisciplinary approach. In this sense. the rn.nographic study is i'rportant



for the field of children's rights research. education managenlent. and practical work w.ith

yolurg people.

b / Str"rdies and arlicles in scientific-theoretical joumals. scientific-rnethoclical journals. ancl

collections

The rnain research emphases in these scientilic works are:

' Detining the universal design thror,rgh the prisnr of the managerial, social and peclagogical

paradigms;

' A model for building an organizational" comrnunication. and infirrr-naition euvironnrent

between NGOs, local authorities, and people with special r.reeds" incl. management model

based on public-private partnership.

' The possibilities fbr participation of migrant chilclren in the clecision-making process were

studied;

' Defining the main characteristics of childlen's participation in decision-rlaking in the co'text
o1 the globalized r.r'orld.

In general. a good assessment can be given of the scientillc ancl appliec"l research products

presented by Dr. Kaneva in the field of education manasement.

3. Assessment of teaching and teaching activities of the candidate

According to the submitted documents, it is er,'ident that I)r. Kaneva has the requrired teaching

activity at the university. She is a part-time lecturer at [-]niversitl, of lrlovdiv Paisii I Iiienclarski.

Faculty of Pedagogy and Department o1'QLralilrcation ancl Plolbssioniil Developrnent o1,

pedagogical specialists in the disciplines: "Legal protcction of the child anc'l the person".

"Supervision fbr pedagogical specialists". "Maintenance of stirlr-rlatilg ancl supporting the

educational environment and positive discipline ". etc. In 2020. Dr. Kaneva is a guest lecturer

and mentor of the design week "Children's Game" at tl-re LJniversity o1' Irorestrv - Solra.

majoring in "Engineering Design".

The fbllowing facts testify to the high clLrality of Dr. Kaneva's teaching actiyit).:

- Actively works with students to stin-rulate their interest in research:

- Member of the Union of'Scientists in Bulgaria;

- Menber of the UNHCR Academic Council"

4. Basic scientific-theoretical and scientific-applied contributions

Dr. Kaneva's contributions can be reduced t. the lbllowing:



' For the first time in our country the current topic of policies in the fleld of public-private

partnership has been developed. as a modern management moclel 1br the de velopntent of the

school education system;

' Exemplary policies have been developed regarding the inclusion of children in decision-

making processes, including within educational institutions:

' The possibilities fbr usir-rg the universal design fbr inrpror/ernent o1- the managelial ancl

pedagogical processes in education are inclicatecl:

' A system has been introduced to identify the strengths of the public-private partnership as a

management form for school education based on the indicators for measuring the efJ.ectiveness

and efficiency in the application of this management approach.

'A model for the implementation of public-private partnership in school cducation in Bulgaria

has been developed based on a systematized and deflnecl algorithm lor implementing this

approach in educational organizations.

' An author's model has been constructed - a logical f}arneu,ork for involving children in

decision-making processes in school education:

' Empirical research has been carried out w'ith the aulhor's research tools 1br stucly'ing the

attitude to innovations in school education manasemerrt. incl. thc irrl,olvemcnt of children in

decision-making processes and public-plivate partnersl.ripsl

' The possibilities fbr improving the legal fiamework and the regr-rlatory fiamework regarcling

the management of school education are analyzecl" incl. the involvcment of stuclents in the

decision-making processes and the irnplernentation of public-private partnerships.

'ln support of this overall assessment o1'scientif ic contributions. we can point to the lact that

the works of Dr. Kaneva are citecl in several publications - articles in periodicals and scientillc

journals" The noted citations of the candidate's works are 6.

5. Critical remarks and recommendations

Some recomtnendations can be addresseci to the scientific ancl teaching activity of'Dr. Kaneva:

. in my opinion, iu the scientific prodr-rction of Dr. Kaneva there are enough originalll,

developed ideas and achieved results that can be promotecl through publications in

indexed publications abroad;

. ltt the future, it will develop, based on its rescarch related to a public-private

partnership, a comprehensive model fbr relbnning Br-rlgariiin school cdr-rcation based

on the introduction of the mechanisms of this approach anci thc establishntent o1'schools

such as chafter schools in the Llnited State s and School acadernies in England.



CONCLTJSION

The documents and materials submitted by Dr. ophelia Kaneva meet all the requirements of
the Law for the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (ZRASRB),
the Regulations for implementation of ZRASRB, and the respective Regulations of Shumen
University' She has presentecl a sufllcient number of high-quality scientific papers, in which
there are original scientific and applied contributions that have received national recognition.
The candidate in the competition fulfills the relevant minimum national requirements for
holding the academic position of "Associate Professor". I do not doubt plagiarism in the
scientific publications submitted for review.

Based on the acquaintance with the presented scientific papers, their significance, the
theoretical and scientific-applied contributions contained in them, I give my positive
assessment and I find it reasonable to propose Dr. ophelia Ivanova Kaneva to take the academic
position of "Associate Professor" in a professional field l l. Theory and management of
education (Management of education) for the needs of vFU.

Date: 20 May 2021 Review by:
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