
OPINION

From Assoc. Prof. Dr. Petar Raykov Petrov - RU "A. Kanchev "(retired)

Regarding the materials submitted for participation in a competition for the academic
position of "Associate Professor" in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences,

professional field 1.1, Theory and management of education {education management) for
the needs of VFU "Chernorizets Hrabar". The competition was announced by order NsRD-i.6-

045 / 08.04.2021' of the Rector of the University of Sofia "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" with
main candidate Ofelia lvanova Kaneva.

l. General presentation of the procedure and the candidate

In our opinion, the choice to grant the academic position of "associate professor" or
"professor" must meet the following condition. ln the modern differentiation of pedagogical

knowledge, the professional interests of a certain candidate should be "narrowed", oriented
in depth, in order to penetrate more fully into the chosen educational reality (in this case in

the spectrum of education management). The current candidate has their own specific

handwriting, outlined in the perimeter of professional self-affirmation. The topic of the
dissertation defended by O. Kaneva has a similar thematic orientation. The main attention is

focused on an unresolved problem in pedagogical theory - the role and importance of
children's participation, The importance of children's participation as a building block in
making pedagogical decisions, in choosing appropriate forms and practices used in the real

social reality is known, Useful for the representatives of the pedagogical practice are the
forms of children's participation (children's council, children's / youth council, school /
student council). O. Kaneva's scientific interests are an important, basic prerequisite and
proof of professional, public, consulting experience unfolding over time. In its specific

dimensions: member of professional organizations and coach, consultant and project
coordinator, participant in the creation of regulations, etc, O, Kaneva's multifaceted publicity
is also developed in the "Child Protection Department", as well as in the university
community as a lecturer. In a representative form the publishing activity of O. Kaneva has an

information array of monographs and scientific articles. The reports attached to the
documentation confirm the expectation to meet the minimum national requirements in

connectioh with participation in the competition for the academic position of "Associate
Professor" (indicators A, C, D, E). The accurate and descriptive presentation of the scientific
production, of applied practices and forms of educational activity is a proof for the
fulfillment of the direct professional duties and responsibilities,

ll. General characteristics of the candidate's activity

It is logical for the scientific profile of a certain candidate to be evaluated according to the
presented monographs. In the monographic work "Children in the decision-making process",



the following are distinguished: the philosophical, pedagogical and managerial aspects as

well as the emerging national policies in the contemporary Bulgarian practice. The
conceptual framework of children's participation is outlined with its main characteristics,
principles and standards in its implementation. The position for consideration of the
international experience and activity of the world organizations in protection and
affirmation of the rights of the children in the public bodies, organizations and public
relations is also pressing. Useful practices for children's participation in other countries are
also described. In the mentioned monograph an attempt is made for a model presentation
of the children's participation with its project nomination to expedient and effective forms
and practices in the educational space.

In the second monograph "Public-private partnership in school education" with objective
facts and substantiated conclusions, supported by empirical data the candidate motivates
the problem of mobilizing and integrating public opportunities of the private sector in

meeting the resource needs of school education. Competent conclusions distinguish the
legal and managerial opportunities for the implementation of public-private partnership in
school education in Bulgaria. A separate chapter provides an empirical view with the main
goal - to examine the effectiveness and efficiency of public-private partnership, Based on the
research and good practices, a model for public-private partnership in the field of education
is presented. The rich awareness of O. Kaneva about the national and international policies
for the development of children's participation is impressive. The results of O, Kaneva's
research activity need to be popularized and made available to a wider range of readers,
representatives of various scientific, professional and socially engaged communities (for
example, the parents community).

O' Kaneva's scientific awareness of the issues discussed in the dissertation is

distinguished, supported by the impressive awareness of children's participation
internationally, highlighted with an in-depth look at the legal framework and others. This is a
basic prerequisite for the ability to express personal positions and views on applicable forms
and institutional decisions in Bulgarian education in order to develop the participation of
children in decision-making consistent with the social, educational and family environment,
lmportant clarifications of successful practices in other countries, of their operationalization
for the needs of personal research are correctly formulated and synthesized,

I ll.Scientific contributions

The scientific contributions are presented in detail and in a balanced way, divided into
three areas: scientific, scientific-applied and applied contributions. Highlights: first, the
introduction of a new platform of knowledge and ideas about the nature and development
of public-private partnership as a management model; second, the boundaries of the
managerial, economic, organizational and legal bases of the public-private partnership in



education are established; third, a specialized format is introduced in the field of education

management by involving children in the decision-making process. To this we add our thesis

about the innovative approach in highlighting and introducing the levels of child

pa rticipation.

The author's citations are an obligatory, but also a very important component shaping

the scientific status of a certain candidate. These citations cover the minimum number of
points. The citations are from scientific journals, referenced and indexed in a database with

scientific information,

lV. Notes and recommendations

We have no doubt in the developing creative impulse, which would be reflected in the

spectrum of the scientific and teaching activity of O. Kaneva. Probablythe scientific interests

and preferences will be established in time, according to the professional and public

commitments. In applied research, it is possible to focus on effective empirical tools.

Innovative approaches and active participation in the forms of work with students and

doctoral students are expected, We recommend the publication of textbooks designed to
educate students.

Conclusions prior to final evaluation:

1. The candidate Ofelia lvanova Kaneva has fulfilled the respective minimum national

requirements for being awarded the academic position "Associate Professor".

2. We have no suspicions of plagiarism in the scientific papers and publications.

CONCLUSION:The dissertation of Ofelia lvanova Kaneva has the qualities of a complete
and competent scientific-applied research with a certain contribution in the considered
scientific field, meets all the requirements of the Academic Staff Development Act of the
Republic of Bulgaria. This gives me sufficient grounds to propose to the esteemed jury to
award the candidate an educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the field of higher
education 1, Pedagogical sciences, Professional field 1.L, Theory and management of
education (management of education).

Varna, Bulgaria
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(Assoc. Prof. Dr. Petar Petrov)
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