STATEMENT
From the professor D.S. Nikolay Stoyanov Kolishev
about the contributions to the publications of the D. S. Veselin Dimitrov Mihalev,
participant of the competition for the academic position "Associate Professor" in the
field of higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1.3. Theory
and Management of Education (Management of the Education), announced in the
State Gazette, issue 12/12.02.2021.

L. Biographical information.

D. S. Veselin Dimitrova Mihalev was born on 23.05.1960 in the city of Beloslav,
Varna region. In 1986 he graduated with a degree in Primary School Pedagogy at the
Higher Pedagogical Institute - Blagoevgrad, followed by a specialization in economics at
the University of Economics - Varna in 1989 and Master's degree in Management of the
Education at the University of Veliko Turnovo "St. Cyril and St. Methodius" in 2015. In
2010 he defends his dissertation on the topic "Education in the city of Varna in the
Bulgarian National Revival", on the basis of which he was awarded the educational and
scientific degree "Ph.D. in Pedagogical Sciences". In 2017, in the University of Veliko
Turnovo "St Cyril and St. Methodius" he received a scientific degree "Doctor of Science"
in the Theory of Education and Didactics with a dissertation on "Greek educational
institutions in settlements on the Northern Black Sea coast in the first half of the sixth
century to the 20s of the twentieth century."

The work experience of D.S. Veselin Dimitrov Mihalev started in 1987 with a job as
a teacher in the High school "Hristo Botev", city of Beloslav, where he worked until 1988.
From 1988 to 1989 he was a methodologist in the department ,,Prosveta“ in the city of
Beloslav, and from 1989 to 1999 consistently hold the positions of deputy principal of the
Municipal Children Complex - Varna, a specialist in the regional center for social
assistance - Varna, a teacher in the High School "Elin Pelin" - Varna, deputy principal of
the Primary School "Nikola Vaptsaro" - Varna, deputy principal of the Primary School
"Dobri Chintulov" - Varna. Since 1999, he is the principal of Primary School "Dobri
Chintulov". Also, since 2019, he has been teaching at the Varna Free University

"Chernorizets Hrabar".



II.  General characteristics of scientific production.

The candidate presented a review of scientific products in the amount of 22
publications, including 5 monographs, 2 scientific studies and 15 articles, one of
which was published in English. The publications highlight two thematic accents,
namely, the history of education and the management of education. Since the
associate professor competition is in the professional direction of Education
management, I will comment on publications in this scientific field.

Management issues that are essential for the development of education are
analyzed in two studies, in four articles, as well as in the candidate's labile work
entitled "Delegated budget in the context of financial decentralization of school
education”. In these publications, D.S. Veselin Mihalev argued valuable practical
ideas on the normalization and remuneration of staff, the assessment of the
professional activities of teaching professionals, the management of educational
institutions through state councils, interaction between school and family, risk
management in an educational institution, the principles in the development of the
strategy of the educational institution, the effective management of delegated
budgets.

The following general characteristics can be distinguished for all the submitted
publications: the relevance of the issues under consideration; logical structure;
accuracy of the definition and use of the main concepts; competent systematization
and analysis of significant literary sources; qualitative theoretical analysis;
justification of productive practical ideas; highly professional language and style of
the exposition.

IIl.  Evaluation of practical and applied contributions.

The candidate's stated contributions in the field of education management are
adequate to the content of the submitted publications and indicate the thoroughness of
professional reflection. As particularly important for the development of management
theory and practice, we would point to the following, first of all, practical and applied

contributions:



1.- A methodology for assessing the degree of delegation in the school system
was developed. The methodology includes three groups of criteria, namely
the current status of educational institutions, the delegated financial and
managerial powers of the institution's directors, and the extent to which
delegated budgets and the relative proportion of staff are distributed. The
criteria are evaluated according to a summary scale of quantitative
assessments.

2. Based on the legislation regulating the functioning of the delegated budget
at various levels of its management, a comprehensive analysis of the phases
of the budget process was carried out, namely, analysis, preparation,
adoption, approval, execution, amendment, reporting. New issues related to
setting standards in reporting on regional and municipal differences were
identified. The analysis of the methodology and stages of the development
and adoption of the municipal formula for the distribution of financial
resources of educational institutions in the municipality of Varna was
carried out.

3. Based on the analysis of the current legal framework for the implementation
of the financial management and control system, a system for monitoring
the management of the delegated budget in the studied school was
developed. The elements of the Financial Management and Control System
[COVK] - the control environment, risk management, control activities,
information and communication, and monitoring - are competently
analyzed. The procedures introduced in the financial management
department related to the implementation of preliminary control "before
making a commitment" and "making expenses" are described in detail. A
risk management system was also developed, which details and analyzes its
stages.

IV.  Teaching activity.

[ have direct impressions of the teaching qualities of the D. S. Veselin Mihalev,

as we both conduct lecture courses in Pedagogy at the Varna Free University



"Chernorizets Hrabar". I can say that he has a developed ability for logical, deep,
complex and informative exhibitions, as well as the ability to motivate students and
create an interactive educational environment.

V.  Conclusion.

In conclusion, I can reasonably state that the quality of the systematization of
theoretical information in the submitted publications on education management and
the productive ideas contained in them for the development of school management, as
well as the teaching activities of the applicant, is at a level that fully meets the legal
requirements to hold the academic position of "associate professor" in the
professional direction 1.3. Theory and Management of Education (Department of

Education).
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