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1. General characteristics of the submitted materials under the
procedure.

1.1. Candidate details. Autobiographical data represent an upward
professional and academic career of the candidate. Plamen Kirov Ivanov
graduated from the Konstantin Preslavskiy — University of Shumen as a social
pedagogue specializing in "Social Administration and Psychology". He has a
master's degree in Tourism and a doctorate in Theory of Education and
Didactics (Social Work). As a part-time lecturer, he started working at Sofia
University in 2003, and since 2008 he has been working as an assistant. In 2012
and 2017, he successively held the academic positions of "' Associate Professor"
in Theory of Education and Didactics (Social Work) and ''Professor" in
Economics, Social and Legal Sciences.

He is a member of the Union of Scientists in Bulgaria, the Bulgarian
Association for Education in Social Work, the Bulgarian Association for Tourism
and Recreation, the Union of Social Entrepreneurs.

Apart from the presented biographical data, which are supported by almost
20 years of teaching experience, I share a personal, positive opinion, which is
based on the proven professional qualities of the candidate. I believe that the
current procedure is a natural upgrade in the scientific development of Plamen
Kirov Ivanov as a scientist.

1.2. Documents submitted under the procedure. The materials submitted
by the applicant meet the minimum national requirements for obtaining the
scientific degree "Doctor of Science". Included in:

v’ indicator A and B —
o dissertation work for awarding the respective scientific degree;
v’ indicator G —



o articles and reports published in non-refereed journals with scientific review

or published in edited collective volumes - 11;
v indicator D —
o citations in monographs and collective volumes with scientific review - 5;
o citations or reviews in unreferred journals with scientific review - 10.

I consider that the quantitative and qualitative parameters of the scientific
production of the candidate meet the criteria for the required minimum
scientometric indicators under the procedure, according to Art. 26. of LDASRB,
art. 35. of RLDASRB and art. 34, para (2) and (3) of the Regulations for the
development of the academic staff of Konstantin Preslavsky — University of
Shumen.

2. General characteristics of the dissertation and the abstract.

2.1. Dissertation work. The author has developed the dissertation with a
total volume of 221 pages, of which introduction - 3 pages, topicality of the
problem - 15 pages, first chapter - 79 pages, second chapter - 123 pages,
conclusion - 4 pages, conclusions - 4 pages and the literature used is 12 pages.
The bibliography contains 203 literature sources, of which in English and German
- 113, in Russian - 80 and 10 in Bulgarian, which are presented in separate lists.

In his scientific work Prof. Ivanov presented his idea of the need to outline
the general framework for conceptual conceptualization of communication as a
phenomenon, which is a common philosophical and theoretical-cognitive task, the
solution of which has a utilitarian function in science and society.

In the introductory part, the author presents philosophical interpretations of
communication in retrospect from Aristotle to modern types of communication.
The topicality for the explanation of the epistemological content of the concept of
communication, which turns out to be related to some aspects of human
knowledge, is pointed out. Four aspects of explication are defined: the adequacy
of understanding, the dual purpose of communication, the important
epistemological differences of knowledge / ignorance, and the dichotomy of
cognitive communication and normative communication. These statements of the
author, in my opinion, have a key and consistent character for the methodological
part of the dissertation research.

In a consistent manner, the author successfully analyzes the paradigmatic
theories of communication of Leo Leventhal, Ludwig Wittgenstein, Charles
Ogden, Charles Ogden, H. Frage, B. Russell, L. Wittgenstein and others. Based
on this, the hypothesis of the research is formulated, the object, the subject and
the goals of the research are determined. Eight tasks and methods and theoretical
approaches of the research are presented.

Chapter one is theoretical and it presents the forms and ways of
communication, as a basis for the theory of communicative and mental systems,
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communicative means of dissemination of knowledge - language and writing,
knowledge / ignorance, as axes of communicative differentiation and
telecommunication environment of modern society.

I should note that intermediate conclusions are drawn after each paragraph,
with which the author presents skills for synthesis and analysis of the scientific
text.

Chapter Two "Truth and Knowledge as a Medium for Communicative
Success" consists of six paragraphs. In the separate parts the author "considers the
truth as a communicative environment", substantiates the thesis that the social
nature of truth does not change its reduction for the discussion of community
experiences, the considered attempts to formulate a complete and consistent
definition of knowledge. The binary observational perspective in relation to
scientific knowledge is analyzed.

In the concluding part, Prof. Plamen Ivanov analyzes the cognitive-
theoretical properties of communication. Based on the summaries, he states the
thesis that "concepts of communicative media and forms should be considered as
methodological tools for analysis of knowledge and communication and serve as
a basis for system-communicative theory”, which predetermines the role and place
of communicative media as theoretical resource of social theory.

The presented conclusions - eleven in number, in my opinion, cover the
entire content of the dissertation and adequately explain the scientific judgments
of the author.

2.2. Abstract. The presented abstract corresponds to the content of the
dissertation and meets the generally accepted requirements. The content of the
abstract adequately reflects the achieved results of the presented scientific work.

Four publications on the topic of the dissertation in the Yearbook of the
Konstantin Preslavsky - University of Shumen and the journal SocioBrains were
presented.

3. Relevance of the scientific problem. I believe that Prof. Ivanov has
skillfully managed to find a definitely significant current dissertation topic in view
of the specifics of modernity, which in recent years has imposed new dimensions
of communication in all spheres of life. This presupposes the search for new
concepts and paradigms in the context of the lifelong learning strategy to which
he has focused. I believe that, especially in the conditions of modern education,
there are still untapped rational opportunities in the direction of pedagogical
communication.

4. Scientific contributions. The scientific contributions in the dissertation
are based on the fact that an extensive interdisciplinary research has been done in



a scientific field with such an emphasis. Thesis contributions can be presented as
follows:

a. detailed analysis of the methodological and disciplinary features of
communication theory;

b. radical expansion of understandings of communications through the
achievements of socio-humanitarian disciplines - sociology, economics,
social psychology, linguistics, historical and ethnological research;

c. arelation of communication with social science has been established.

5. Notes and recommendations. Regarding the structure of the dissertation,
I would like to share my opinion on the presentation of the methodological
parameters in point 2. Relevance of the problem. In my opinion, the methodology
can be presented in a separate section, which would contribute to a better design
of the scientific work.

6. General conclusion. Based on the stated opinion, I believe that the
dissertation meets all regulatory requirements and the minimum national
requirements under Art. 26. of LDASRB, art. 35. of RLDASRB and art. 34, para
(2) and (3) of the Regulations for the development of the academic staff of
Konstantin Preslavsky — University of Shumen.

Based on this, I give a positive assessment to the candidate and I have reason
to recommend to the Distinguished members of the scientific jury to award Prof.
Plamen Kirov Ivanov the scientific degree "Doctor of Science" in the professional
field: “Social activities”, field of higher education: “Social, economic ang legal
sciences”, scientific specialty: “Organization and management oytside th¢/sphere
of material production (Social activities)”.

05.08.2021 Prepared the opinion:
Shumen Prof. Chavdar Sotirov, BhD



