
STANDPOINT

by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Gabriela Nikolova Kirova

from the f,'acutty of Science, Education and Arts at St. Cl. Ohridski University of

Sofia in a competition for the academic position of Professor, in the lield of higher

education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, professional lield 1.3. Pedagory of Education

in... (Methodolory of Physical Education in Kindergarten and School),

announced by the Bishop Konstantin Preslavski University of Shumen in the

State Gazette, issue 87/09.10.2020 for the needs of the Department of

Technological Training, Vocational Education and Preschool and Primary School

Pedagory

l. Data for the competition

Documents for participation in the competition were submitted by the only

candidate Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chavdar Georgiev Sotirov from the Deparhnent of

Technological Training, Vocational Education and Preschool and Primary School

Pedagogy of the Faculty of Pedagogy at Bishop Konstantin Preslavski University of

Shumen. By Order RD 16-183127.11.2020 a scientific jury was appointed, of which I
am an external member. The first meeting of the scientific jury was held on

11.12.2020.

2. Data about the candidate

Chavdar Georgiev Sotirov is a graduate of the Bishop Konstantin Preslavski

University of Shumen. He acquired a Master's degree n 2007 with a qualification in

Sports Pedagogy @hysical Education and Sports at School). He has been working at

the University of Shumen since 2004, initially as a part-time assistant professor. In

2010 he acquired a PhD Degree in Theory of Education and Didactics at Bishop

Konstantin Preslavski University of Shumen. Since 2011 he has been working at the

University of Shumen and since 2015 he has been an Associate Professor in the field

of higher education 1., professional field 1.2. Pedagogy and he currently holds the

position of Vice-Rector.

In the documents for the competition he indicated participation in two national

and two internal university projects.

Professor Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chavdar Sotirov is a member of the Union of

Scientists in Bulgaria, Pedagogy Section. He has had two doctoral students having

successfully completed their PhD studies.

3. Description of Scientilic Works

Participating in the competition for the academic position of Professor Assoc.

Prof, Dr. Chavdar Sotirov has presented an extensive list of scientific papers, of which:

one habilitation thesis - monograph, one monograph co-authored (with a participation



of 77Yo, 122 pages), which is not presented as habilitation thesis, one article in a

scientific publication (referenced and indexed in world-famous databases of scientific

information), eight articles in unreferenced journals with scientific review or published

in edited collective volumes (2 of which are in English), a chapter of a published

collective monograph (third chapter, t6Yo, 27 pages) and one published university

textbook. With their thematic focus and contribution nature, the publications of Assoc.

Prof. Dr. Chavdar Sotirov enrich the theory and practice in the field of methodology of

physical education in kindergarten and school.

The contributions of the author's publications proposed for the competition for

the academic position of "Professor" can be summarized as follows:

positions of physical culture and physical education in kindergarten in the course

of educational reform and in today's educational environment are presented,

arguing within the current legal and regulatory framework

qualities of 5-7 year old children has been clarified. The thesis is defended that

their knowledge has a significant epistemological and practical application in the

process of physical education in kindergarten - especially in the III and IV

preparatory groups for school and early sports orientation, primary education and

training in sports.

which derives from the mutual penetration of the two main concepts 'pedagogy'

and 'physical culture'. The hypothesis for formation and development of the

pedagogy ofphysical culture is protected

The problem of the integrative processes between the educational field of Physical

Culture and the other educational fields in the kindergarten has been researched in

detail. The interaction of these educational fields is researched in completion and

ways axe shown in order to develop an integrative approach in the education of
preschool children.

The most important aspects of health education within the preschool education of
children in our county have been examined in connection with the need for a

unified strategy for helping children develop healthy habits for hygiene, proper

nutrition, sports and tempering, interaction with nature, harmonious daily routine,

as well as efforts aimed at achieving educational attitudes and competencies for

good health.

The problems of the school readiness/aptitude of children at preschool age from

the point of view of the continuity between the kindergarten and the school have

been developed in methodological and practical application.

Some aspects of children's psychomotor readiness for school have been specially

developed - its definition, interpretation and diagnosis.
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children is presented; study of the motor activity of children as genetic and

realization factors of children's socialization; establishing the connection between

the social development and the motor activity of the child at preschool age.

A concept has been developed regarding the readiness/aptitude of children for

school and the specific physical activity that takes place in a special (social)

environment in particular, leading to the achievement of "motor readiness". The

proposed structural model of motor readiness methodically presents a wide range

of functionality.

Complete elaboration of the issues for the tourism practices in the kindergarten

and in school. The didactic, methodological and practical-applied aspects of this

issue are developed in terms of content. Some good tourism practices and

opportunities of school education are presented. The emphasis is on the modular

training - module "tourism" in the context of the legal framework for the

introduction of a third additional class of physical education and sports in school.

Scientific information from the field of history, geography, pedagogy, cultural and

historical heritage, management and marketing of tourism, tourism entertainment,

etc. is presented. A SwOT-analysis of the strengths and weaknesses, opportunities

and potential problems in the development of mountain tourism in Bulgaria has

been made.

A broad-scope study of the structure of balneological tourism in the tourism

system in the context of its emergence as a social phenomenon is made with a

view of the increasing need for recreation. The state of the balneological tourism

at the present stage, its resource provision and its future trends and the prospects in

economic and geopolitical aspect are presented.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chavdar Sotirov presents in the documentation reference for

the following citations: in scientific journals, referenced and indexed in world-famous

databases with scientific information or in monographs and collective volumes - 3,

citations in monographs and collective volumes with scientific review - 10.

In his research Assoc. Prof. Chavdar Sotirov discusses problems in the field of
physical culture and physical education at the stage of school and preschool education,

tourism and tourism practices (in particular with preschool and school children),

physical fitness and psychomotor readiness as part of general school

readiness/aptitude, health education, etc.

The scientific interests and publications of the candidate fully correspond to the

profile of the competition.

4. Teaching Activity

Since 2004, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chavdar Sotirov has been teaching classes

various disciplines at the Bachelor's and Master's degrees, such as: "Pedagogy

in

of



Physical Culture in Kindergarten", "Theory of Education and Didactics", " Tourism, 
Mountaineering, Orienteering"," Hygiene and health education "," Tourism practices 
"," Innovations in Sports and Tourism Practices in Kindergarten and School "," 
Primary School Pedagogy ", "Modem Trends and Approaches in Physical Education in 
Kindergarten and Primary School Education". These are basic pedagogical disciplines 
and specialized methodological disciplines in the field of physical education in 
kindergarten and school, which fully correspond to the profile of the current 
competition for the academic position of "Professor". 

5. Remarks and Recommendations
I have no critical remarks or recommendations to the submitted scientific papers

of the candidate. 

6. Conclusion
The candidate in the announced competition for the academic position of

"Professor" in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, professional field 
1.3. Pedagogy of training in ... (Methodology of physical education in kindergarten 
and school) Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chavdar Georgiev Sotirov meets the requirements of the 
Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the 
Regulations for its application and the Regulations on the terms and conditions for 
obtaining scientific degrees and employment to academic positions at Bishop 
Konstantin Preslavski University of Shumen. 

He has a total of 640 points in his reference for fulfillment of the minimum 
national requirements under article 2b, paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Law on the 
Development of Academic Staff, which shows that the candidate meets the minimum 
national requirements in the professional field and no plagiarism has been established 
in the scientific papers submitted at the competition. 

In view of all of the above, I propose to the esteemed scientific jury to 
award the candidate the academic position of "Professor" and propose to the 
Faculty Council of the Faculty of Pedagogy to appoint Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chavdar 
Georgiev Sotirov as Professor in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical 
Sciences, professional field 1.3. Pedagogy of Teaching in ... (Methodology of· 
Physical Education in Kindergarten and School). 
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