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by Professor Sashko Krastev Plachkov, PhD

Department of Technology education and vocational education,

Faculty of Engineering, South-West University "Neofit Rilski"

of the scientific works of Assoc. Prof. Yordanka Stoyanova Peycheva, PhD in a

competition for the academic position "Professor" in the field of higher education

1. Pedagogical sciences, professional field 1.3. Pedagogy of training in ...

(Methodic for training technology and entrepreneurship in the primary school),

for the needs of the Department of "Technology education and vocational

education, preschool and primary school education" at the Konstantin Preslavsky

University of Shumen, announced in State newspaper, issue 87 /09.L0.2020

I. Pedagogical training and activity of the candidate for the requested

position

Recognition - Assoc. Prof. Yordanka Peycheva, PhD was born on 03.06. 1958

in the town of Shumen. Her academic career at the University of Shumen

began in 1989. She is a lecturer of academic disciplines in the BA and MA:

"Preschool and Primary School Education", o'Primary School Education and

Foreign Language Teaching", "Pedagogy of Teaching Techniques and

Technologies", "Innovations in Primary School Education", "Irutovations in

Preschool Education and Primary School Education", "Primary School

Education and Information Technologies". She is listed in the Register of
habilitated persons at the National Center for Information and Documentation

with scientometric indicators.

Fulfillment of the Minimum National Requirements - from the presented

reference it is evident that the candidate has 729 points with the required 550

points for the academic position of ooprofessor".

Implementation of other quantitqtive indicators - articles and reports

published in non-peer-reviewed journals with scientific review or published in

edited collective volumes - 14; publications in English - 3 abroad, and in

Bulgarian - 11; observed citations abroad and at home (2 abroad,28 at

home); published monographic work and textbooks or guidebooks (2

monographs - 2018,2020, and 6 textbooks and guidebooks - 2013,2019);

1.

2.

3.



participation in projects (expert participation in 6 national projects and in 11

projects with the Research Fund at Konstantin Preslavsky University of
Shumen); scientific mentorship of Phd students (1 currently trained, full-time

form of studies - 2020); scientific mentorship of graduates (41 defended

masters and bachelors with 16 joint publications in a collection of scientific

papers of students and doctoral students from the Faculty of Education at the

Shumen University); author's educational content (3 disciplines in bachelor's

degree, 6 disciplines in master's programs and 2 disciplines for raising the

qualification of teachers); artistic and creative performances with students

@reschool and Primary School Education, Primary School Education, Primary

School Education and Foreign Language Teaching) - 5 entrepreneurial

initiatives with charitable purpose and 3 university exhibitions with exhibits

made by students; tutoring - responsible for research and artistic activity in the

Department "Technological and vocational education, preschool and primary

school education" in20l6 - 2018.

4. Educational profile - Higher education (Master of Biology and Chemistry -

Higher Pedagogical Institute), Shumen, 1981; Secondary education - Second

Polytechnic High School "Nikola Y. Vaptsarov", Shumen,l976.

Academic profile and professional realization - PhD of Methodology of
Technological Training - Higher Attestation Commission, Sofia 2004;

Associate Professor (holder of 4 lecture courses in mandatory disciplines and

7 lecture courses in elective and optional disciplines in the Bachelor's degree

and in the Master's degree. Teaching activity at Shumen University - since

1989; Lecturer - Regional Station of Young Technicians and Agrobiologists,

Shumen - from 1984 to 1988; Teacher in Biology and Chemistry - "Dimitar

Blagoev" High School, Smyadovo, district of Shumen - from 1981 to 1984.

Expert activity - Participation in scientific juries for procedures under the Act

on Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (two in

number - 2012, 2020); Member of the editorial board of oollections of
scientific papers at the Faculty of Education of the Shumen University (trvo in

number - 2017, 2019); Reviewer of a collection of scientific papers from a

national conference with international participation at the Faculty of Education

of the Shumen University - 20L1; Lecturer at RAABE Bulgaria - 2013.

Trainer under the program "Project training in technology and

entrepreneurship in the initial stage as an innovative educational technology"

with the publishing house "Bit i Tehnika" Ltd. - 20L9, 2020.
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7. Digital and foreign language competence - Skills and competencies for

working with Microsoft office suite (Word, Excel, Power Point) and in the

Internet environment; Proficiency in a foreign language - Russian and German.

According to the indicated quantitative indicators, Assoc. Prof. Yordanka

Peycheva, PhD convincingly meets the requirements for holding the academic

position ooProfessor". From this kind of review, it is clear that she purposefully,

actively and consistently develops her academic career. She goes through different

levels of pedagogical practice and focuses her efforts on achieving academic

erudition, experience and research in the field of Methodology of teaching

"Technology and Entrepreneurship" in the primary school. Her expertise in this

scientific field makes her recognizable in the education space.

II. Evaluation of the scientific results and contributions of the
candidate

Assoc. Prof. Yordanka Peycheva, PhD participates in the competition for the

academic position "Professor" with 22 pttblications. I acknowledge, as presence in
the publication profile of Assoc. Prof. Peycheva, article No I (2009), but I do not

assess it, as it is in the range of her doctoral dissertation, as well as article No 14

(2020), which is mentioned, that it is in print but lacks a proper document from the

publisher. Thus, in this reduction, the object of my assessment are 20 publications,

which are completely different from the publications for the acquisition of
Educational Scientific Degree*Doctor" (2004) and those of the competition for the

academic position "Associate Professor" (2009). It is necessary to note that the

publications presented by Assoc. Prof. Peycheva are in full compliance with the

profile of the competition for o'Professor" - 2 monographs, 6 textbooks and

guidebooks, 12 articles and reports published in non-peer-reviewed joumals with
scientific review and published in edited collective volumes. The publishing

activity of Assoc. Prof. Peycheva after the participation in the competition for
associate professor in 2009, and especially in the period 2016 - 2020, makes a

good impression, which shows her high scientific exactingness in presenting

current topics and results, and the aspiration to its constant renewal and

supplementation of her scientific work. The percentage of publications in English
to those in Bulgarian is 15/85 percent. This ratio can be improved, given the need

for internationalization of scientific knowledge, as Assoc. Prof. Peycheva should

make efforts to publish in publications indexed by international databases such as

Scopus and Web of Science. The team performances of Assoc. Prof. Peycheva as

an author and researcher should also be appreciated with dignity - in 5 of the

publications, she is mentioned as the first author, in 4 publications she is in second

place. Her independent publications are 1 l. The reference I made in the Register of
the National Center for Information and Documentation shows that Assoc. Prof.

Peycheva has a much wider range of publications, independently and in co-

authorship, which complements my impression that she is a very diligent and



active researcher. However, there ate no separation protocols in the joint

publications, which makes it difficult to determine the contribution moments of
Assoc. Prof. Peycheva in them. The main emphasis in the publications is on the

following thematic segments in the subject field of technological education:

cognitive activity and creativity in education; innovative educational
technologies; key competency initiative and entrepreneurship; ecological

culture as a component of technological culture; project-based technological
training. In these thematic segments and their corresponding publications, Assoc.

Prof. Peycheva is one of the leading scientists who clearly demonsffate their
affinity for modern educational approaches and technologies in the context of
European educational directives. There is no scattering, but a skillful focus on
didactic summaries, experiments and author's introductions in the practice of
teaching "Technology and Entrepreneurship" in the initial stage of primary

education. Special attention is paid to the modernization of teachers' didactic tools

on the implementation of productive strategies for the formation of technological

and entrepreneurial culture in students on the one hand, and changing the model of
pedagogical communication in the context of constructivism in education,

including cognitive, emotional and behavioral components, on the other hand. The

conceptual methodological model of Assoc. Prof. Peycheva for the use of project-

based ffaining in ooTechnology and Entrepreneurship" in the initial stage of primary

education should be considered in this context. Here I want to mention the correct

citation and reflection of the achievements of other authors in this field, which
confirms my impressions of Assoc. Prof. Peycheva, as a responsible and

disciplined researcher. Her efforts to clari$r the role of the digital educational

environment, the application of interactive methods and mind maps for the

implementation of a modern educational process in "Technology and

Entrepreneurship" also deserve positive assessment. I consider it necessary to note

the theoretically applied achievements of Assoc. Prof. Peycheva on an extremely

topical and interdisciplinary issue - the formation of ecological culture in
adolescents. They are the result of her long-term observations and practices, which
are reflected in an extremely useful work such as the electronic textbook

"Ecological Foundations of Technological Culture", published in 2013, which
focuses on environmental education, clariffing the nature of the ecological

approach in the technological training, in content, methodological and

or gartizational asp e ct.

Taking into account the overall research and publication activity of Assoc.

Prof. Yordanka Peycheva, I believe that a natural highlight is her habilitation and

monograph "Cognitive Activity and Creativity in education of Technology and
Entrepreneurship" (2018) and the monograph Gslnnovative Educational
Technologies in teaching of Technology and Entrepreneurship (I - IV class)"
(2020).

Her habilitation work is dedicated to an issue with classical psychological and

pedagogical sound, but is filled with content that is relevant and in full accordance



with the modern cognitively oriented educational paradigm. The work is structured

in four chapters, the presentation of which is consistently developed in the

direction, from theoretical summaries, to the introduction of tested author's

concepts for cognitive independence, activity and creativity of students in the

initial stage. As a result, an effective methodology of constructivist type has been

derived and substantiated for the formation of graphic, enffepreneurial, consumer

and economic culture in a. rcaL educational environment. The conceptual-

terminological apparatus is correctly used, as Assoc. Prof. Peycheva shows a wide

scientific horizon and refers to established authors and titles, with their correct

citation. I would like to point out that in different places the key competence
o'initiative and enterprise" is written as "initiative and entrepreneurship", which

needs to be corrected, because "enterprise" is the personal quality we develop, and

"entrepreneurship" is the activity in which it is manifested. Extremely useful and

contributing to the practice of technological training is the fourth chapter of the

work '6Diagnosis of the cognitive activity in technological training". It is a
logical conclusion of the monograph and has a diagnostic-instrumental character,

with a developed system of criteria and indicators for assessing the acquired

intellectual and practical skills of students, as well as an adequate measurement

scale.

The second monograph of Assoc. Prof. Yordanka Peycheva has a broad

spectrum character, because it is dedicated to the innovative educational

technologies in the teaching of Technology and entrepreneurship (I - IV grade).

The topicality of the work is in the context of the European educational directives

for modernization of education, in the direction of stimulating initiative,

entrepreneurship, creativity and mastery of life skills by adolescents. In this sense,

there is already accumulated pedagogical experience and theoretical

generalizations, which is objectively reflected by Assoc. Prof. Peycheva in the first
chapter of the monograph. On this basis, garre, situational, dialogical methods and

techniques for collecting, summarizing and presenting information, directing the

behavior and personal development of students in classroom and extracurricular

activities are systematized.In the second chapter of the work the author's attention

is focused on two productive educational technologies: educational portfolio in
Technology and entrepreneurship and project-based learning. Both here and in the

third chapter, Assoc. Prof. Peycheva has proposed author's developments of
thematic constructions and ooa wide selection of didactic tools", which are the basis

of the pedagogical experience of the teacher to achieve "integrative development

of social and cognitive skills and formation of a value attitude to the practical-

applied activity" in the training of o'Technology and Entrepreneurship". I believe

that the work has an author's monographic style. But in this form it is perceived,

rather, as a conceptual construct, ffid the presence of the term o'productive" in its
title implies the existence of evidential empiricism in the framework of purposeful

pedagogical research. In this way, the scientific exposition would have a higher



degree of persuasiveness, and the monograph would stand out with a higher "added 

value". 

In the works presented by Assoc. Prof. Peycheva for the participation in the 
competition for "Professor", her purposefulness, scientific and practical awareness, 
diligence and consistency are clearly highlighted, and in an indisputable way 
outline the parameters of her scientific growth. In summary, this growth is 
reflected in the following, achieved by Assoc. Prof. Y ordanka Peycheva, 
theoretical and practical results with a contributory nature: 
substantiation and clarification of the didactic parameters for realization of 
cognitive activity and independence in the technological training; 
development of didactic tools for diagnosis of cognitive activity and 
independence of students from the initial stage; 
development of innovative models and strategies for individualization and 
differentiation in technological training; 
substantiation of didactic technology for application of productive strategies for 
formation of technological and entrepreneurial culture in the students from the 
initial stage; 
development and adaptation of a didactic platform based on an educational 
portfolio and project-based technological training in the initial stage; 
I also appreciate the long-term active support of the educational process by Assoc. 
Prof. Y ordanka Peycheva, with her participation in the development and 
implementation of textbooks (2013; 2019) and teaching aids (2019) related to the 
education of students in the initial stage. 

III. Critical assessments, remarks and recommendations
I recommend focusing the efforts on publishing in publications indexed in the 
databases of Scopus and Web of Science. More activity is needed in the 
management and the successful bringing to completion of PhD students. 

Conclusion 
According to the representativeness of the scientific works and their 

compliance with the direction and profile of the announced competition, the related 
scientific contributions give me a reason to announce my decision for a positive 
assessment. 

Given the personal qualities and academic authority of Assoc. Prof. Y ordanka 
Stoyanova Peycheva, PhD I suggest with confidence the esteemed members of the 
Scientific Jury elect her for the academic position "Professor" in the professional 
field 1.3. Pedagogy of training in . .. (Methodic of training in technology and 
entrepreneurship in the primary school), for the needs of the Department of 
"Technological and vocational education, preschool and primary school education" 
at the Shumen University. 

Date: 13.01.2021 
. Blagoevgrad 
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