A STATEMENT
by Assoc. Prof. DSc. Dimcho V. Momchilov, PhD (Department of History and Philosophy,

University "Prof. Dr. Asen Zlatarov "- Burgas),
member of the scientific jury for the competition for the academic position "Professor" in
the field of higher education 2. Humanities, professional freld2.2, History and Archeology
(Medieval Bulgarian Archeology) at the Department of History and Archeology of the
University of Shumen I'Bishop Konstantin Preslavskitt,
announced in SG, issue 40 of 14 May 2021.

About the competition for the professor, announced in SG, issue 40 of May 14,2021,
for the needs of the Department of History and Archeology of the University of Sofia "Bishop
Konstantin Preslavski", submitted only one candidate - Assoc. Stella Milcheva Doncheva.

DSc. Stella Milcheva Doncheva (Associate Professor since 2011) is a long-term
researcher. For the period 2002-2006 she was a research associate

II

degree and head of the

department "Medieval Archeology" and IAR "Shumen Fortress" in RIM - Shumen.
Between 2006-2011 he was a research associate lst degree (chief assistant) and head

of

the Department of Archeology of RIM - Shumen. Since 201 I he has been an associate professor

of Medieval Archeology at NAIM-BAS, Shumen branch, and head of the Branch of NAIM-BAS
Shumen.

Stella Doncheva is a long-term scientific supervisor or deputy head of the archeological
research

in Veliki Preslav; the village of Zlatar, Preslav region; Doyrantsi village, Kaolinov

municipality; Novosel, Shumen region.3a cranoBr.rqe ca rpeAcraBeuu uy6lnKyBaHr.rre rpyAoBe
na Crena,[ouuena.

At this stage, in the small period of possible creative activity (about twenty years), its
exceptional productivity is impressive. So far, colleague Stella Doncheva has a total of 7
monographs (6 published and 1 in print), including 2 bibliographies. At present, it has published
a total of 235 publications in Bulgarian and foreign publications (along with monographs and
bibliographies).

In her scientific pursuits two main directions are clearly distinguished: 1) - related and
dedicated to the cult architecture and ritual and 2) - focused on the production and technology

artistic metal in the Middle Ages, including the objects

of a small sculpture.

of

She has been

working on the first, of which she already has 53 publications, since the 1990s. She tumed to the
issue of medieval Bulgarian metal a

little later, but for now, this is the primary direction in her

research. The first is related to the defense of a dissertation for obtaining the educational and

scientific degree "Doctor", and the second - a doctorate for obtaining the scientific degree
"Doctor of Science in Archeology (Medieval Bulgarian Archeology)".

In her research, in view of a large amount of archeological material discovered, Stella
Doncheva has a series of publications in the fields of numismatics and sphragistics (30 in total).

Of course, another part of the publications are reporting (28 in total).

A total of 17 citations have been
and the total citations

in

attached to the creative period before the competition,

Bulgarian and foreign editions

of independent or co-authored

publications of Stella Doncheva arc271.

Stella Doncheva participated in the competition with tlree monographs.

All

three are

dedicated to the issues related to medieval Bulgarian metal.

The special in "Molds and matrices from the Bulgarian Middle Ages (9-14th century)". V.
Tarnovo, 2015,312 pages are that in this work Stella Doncheva expands the chronological scope
and already includes WBC in her research.

The following two monographs: Doncheva, S. Metal Art Productions in Medieval
Bulgaria. Jewelry craftsmanship in Bulgaria in the Middle Ages. Lambert Academic Publishing,
2012, 161 pp. Saarbrucken and St. Doncheva. The production of artistic metal in Bulgaria in the
tenth century (according to data from the production centers in the vicinity of Preslav). Faber,

Veliko Tornovo, 2021 is focused on the main topic studied by Stella Doncheva, namely the
production of artistic metal in early medieval Bulgaria.
Despite the many publications in the field of old Bulgarian metal plastics, many problems

in it remain poorly developed, and some are almost unexplored. Therefore, any new
devoted to this issue is met with interest, and
case

of Stella Doncheva, it can lead to solving

research

if it is combined with interdisciplinarity, as in the
a fundamental problem.

To this type of research, I include the research activity of Stella Doncheva in the last 17
years, especially enriched in the last ones. With regard to artistic metal,

it

pursues ambitious

tasks, including the elaboration of a general compositional scheme of the variety of products,
attempts at reconstruction, analysis of the elemental composition, presentation of the tools.
Based on the rich collection

of over 3,000 elements of belt sets from Novosel (Shoumen

municipality), Zlatar (Veliki Preslav municipality), Nadarevo (Targovishte municipality) it
studies the production

of artistic metal in early medieval Bulgaria on the basis of archaeological

research in Novosel (Shoumen region).

)

2004-2009, Zlalar (Preslav region) since 2007. The

territorial scope is also large - a total of over

3

1

0 decares. In fact,

it can be noted that at this stage

Stella Doncheva is the longest-serving direct researcher in the Bulgarian medieval archeology

of

old Bulgarian production centers for the artistic metal in the most important area - the
around Preslav.

It should be noted that the archeological materials from Zlatw

one

and Novosel are

an absolutely reliable source.

It

examines the data on the composition

source, discovering

of medieval metals and thus includes a new

a little-known country and with the ability to trace the degree of

development of technology in a given society at a certain stage.

It brings out aspects such as the role of the belt

as a symbol

of social affiliation, belt

sets

from the territory of Bulgaria, belt sets outside the tenitory of Bulgaria (Romania, Moldova,
Southeast Europe, Eurasia), and a significant part here are the proposed reconstructions.

Examines the extraction

of minerals in a wide geographical

area, metallurgy-related

mythology and beliefs, with special attention paid to metallurgical mining in antiquity and the
Middle Ages; as well as the ore deposits - the metallurgy of copper with the outstanding Burgas'
Strandzha region, the metallurgy of lead and silver and the metallurgy of other metals (tin, gold).

It focuses on metals and alloys: their structure, the

processes

of crystallization of metals

and alloys, their properties. Special attention is paid mainly to the casting properties of metals
and alloys, as well as to basic metals and alloys in artistic metal.

The whole collection of metalworking tools is not missed. The emphasis in this wide
range is placed on tools related to the foundry, part of which is the production of ceramics. St.
Doncheva's set of tools reflects the whole diversity in the technological process of cold and hot
processing of metals and their alloys, and the good equipment of the workshops testifies to the

wide range of various technological operations. It is important to conclude that the tools of the
tenth century are not technically inferior to many of the tools used in the Late Middle Ages, the
Renaissance, and even modem times.

A

number of practices are traced

in detail: foundry, blacksmithing,

stamping, metal

coatings, as well as artistic decoration and drawing.

The diverse approach

in her

research allows her

to come to interesting

conclusions.

Among them, for example, is the perception in science that all belt sets found on the territory

of

our country are the result of the Hungarian expansion against the First Bulgarian Kingdom or is a

direct cultural influence, not the basis of the old Bulgarian ornamentation in its own cultural
tradition. a moment in the decoration of the belt set in Bulgarian society occurs after the adoption

of Christianization, but it is a combination of Byzantine floral ornamentation with the protoBulgarian tradition. And the traditions in the jewelry practice are confirmed by the local
production, as often Byzantine products are used as models, in which Eastern influences are
intertwined.

Stella Doncheva's scientific activity has an exceptional feature and specificity
interdisciplinarity, innovative approach, and complexlty. All this allows her to go very deeply
into research on the metal to reach the role of the Burgas-Strandzharegion.

In addition, Stella Doncheva contributes to the enrichment of modem science with new,
significant in volume archaeological material, which in combination with the analytical approach

to metal production and its qualities allows her to clarify a number of unresolved, unspecified,
and controversial issues.

Stella Doncheva's contributions can be synthesizedintwo main directions:

I. The technology of artistic metal in PBC

II. Varieties in Christian temples
In the first area, they could be summarized as follows:

l.

Discovery, research, and establishment of the first centers for the production of

artistic metal from PBC in the hinterland of Preslav, related to the development of the capital
Preslav and Preslav civilization in the tenth century. Almost two decades participated in the
study of two of them: the Shumen region and near Zlata4 Preslav region. Thanks to many years

of research, significant issues have already been developed related to the organization, structure,
and functioning of the workshops in these complexes. An important stage is the study of the
elements of each workshop.

Z.The performed analysis of the main production of the production workshops for metal
plastics with an emphasis on the predominant belt sets and the proposed typology of the products

from Novosel, Zlata4 and Nadarevo. An important point here is the emphasis on the similarities
and compositional differences, as well as the species diversity and the quantitative ratio between

the finds.

3. The research moment for the development of metallurgy and metal processing is a

fruitful moment - a question considered to a limited extent in our historiography despite the
numerous findings. In the innovative approach (hitherto unused in Bulgaria) that he applies, the

main attention is paid to the elemental analysis of alloys (raw materials, finished products,
scrap). Thus, the location of the ore sources used through the PBC has been definitely confirmed

for science, the concentration of which is localized in the Burgas-Strandzha region as a basis for
the metal-plastic objects from all three complexes - Novosel, Zlatar, and Nadarevo. Here again, I

would include research on production technology

-

on the tools and the development of its

typology.

4. Stella Doncheva is one of the few authors in Bulgaria working on the reconstruction
of the medieval belt sets.

As for the second direction - the varieties in Christian temples (basilica and domed

- it is actually the first in cluonology in its scientific

church)

development. Numerous

reconstructions of temples from the capital's PBC centers have been proposed.

In both main areas, on which Stella

Doncheva works, there

is a serious scientific

production, including monographs.

All this gives me every

reason to point ogt that in recentfears my colleague St. Doncheva

tfi

n.ta of artistic metal. Uridoutrtedly, this is a
certificate of maturity and growth of an archaeologist looking for and solving a significant

established herself as the best researcher in

problem in science.

fulfillment of the minimum requirements for scientometric indicators under Art.2,
para.2 and 3 of ZRASRB the candidate has the necessary point asset:

Regarding the

- indicators A, B, D - 1-11 from 1028 t.
indicator D - 12-14 - from 240 points.
- indicator E - from 15 to the end of 160 points.

Total: 1,428 points
Regarding the other indicators, Assoc. Stella Doncheva has activities related to:
1.

Doctoral student's guide, lecture cycles;

2. Research - projects related to medieval archeology such as:

a) manage.rnent of archeological excavations (scientific supervisor or deputy head of
sites

in Veliki Preslav; the village of Zlatw, Preslav region; the village of Doyrantsi, Kaolinov

municipality; Novosel, Shumen region);

b) head and deputy head of research projects financed from external financial sources
for Bulgaria.
He is a member of several editorial boards.

The overall activity of Assoc. Stella Doncheva leaves the best possible impression of
professionalism. Her contributions in the field of medieval Bulgarian archeology are significant.

In conclusion, I am convinced that the candidacy of Assoc. Stella Milcheva Doncheva
meets the requirements
esteemed

for the academic position of "professor" and I shongly recommend to the

jury and support her choice "FOR" this position.

Karnobat
August 2021

Assoc. Prof. Dsc. Dimcho Momchilov, PhD

