A STATEMENT
by Prof. Stoyan Vitlyanov Stoyanov, PhD

member of a scientific jury in a competition announced by the
University of Shumen "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" under the
procedure for selection of the academic position "professor" in the
field of higher education 2. Humanities; 2.2. History and archeology
(Medieval Bulgarian archeology)
ln the competition for "professor", announced in the State Gazette, issue 40,
from 14. 05.2021 and in the website of the University of Shumen "Bishop Konstantin
Preslavski" for the needs of the Department of History and Archeology at the Faculty of
Humanities, as the only candidate participates Assoc. n. Stella Milcheva Doncheva from

the Branch of AIM at BAS in Shumen.

It is evident from the submitted documents that all administrative procedures
arising from the Law on the Development of Academic Statf in the Republic of Bulgaria
have been complied with.

From the materials provided to me,

it is clear that the participant in the

competition has 6 monographs and a total of 215 articles and announcements in local
and foreign publications. 80 of them have not been used in other competitions and are

part of the current procedure for holding the academic position of "professor". The
scientific works of Assoc. Stella Doncheva, related to the competition, has been cited 18
times, of which 1 time - by a Bulgarian author and 17 - by foreign ones.

The main scientific contributions after the habilitation of the candidate for the
academic position "professor" are concentrated in three monographs

- "Moulds and

dyes from the Bulgarian Middle Ages (9-14 th centuries)"; "Metal Art Production
Medieval Bulgaria" and "Production

of artistic metal in Bulgaria in the X

in

century

(according to data from production centers in the vicinity of Preslav)", which is published
by "Faber". My opinion is based on the merits of these monographs.

The first monograph is dedicated to a very interesting and somewhat
widespread group of monuments of Bulgarian jewelry art - molds and matrices for
casting mainly metal works of art. The main place in the monograph is given to the

catalog, in which a detailed description of the studied monuments is made. What is
positive in this case is the fact that so far this group of subjects has not been the subject

of a separate study. Of course, the topic has been developed before, but it is reflected
only in individual publications of a more general nature.

The use of the collected archeological material and the available literature has
been done with due care, The author seeks the significance of the topic, showing good

theoretical training in connection with the technological problems of artistic metal. This
is one of the merits of all three presented monographs'

The second monograph is dedicated to metal art production in medieval
Bulgaria, The study covers all those production activities that are a symbiosis between

practice and theory of ancient artistic metal. I think that these observations are very
important, because until now we looked only at the outside of the object, without paying
attention to a number of important points in its morphology.
The third monograph is in print. Usually, scientific papers that are published are

not reviewed. Since I already have an impression of this work, which was presented by
Stella Doncheva as a major doctoral dissertation, I take it into account as an asset in
the overall assessment of the research activity of the candidate. To some extent, the
monograph repeats the second, but here the technological processes in the production
of artistic metal (mainly belt sets from Novosel, Zlatar, and Nadarevo) are developed in

a broader sense, with more chemical analysis of both raw materials and of already
finished production and quite logically of more and more reliable conclusions. Some of

them support some already known facts, others reveal new moments. This, in my
opinion, is the main contribution of this voluminous work, with a print volume exceeding
a thousand pages, defended recently as a major doctoral dissertation. What is missing
in this work, as in the other two, is a critical analysis of what has already been written by

other authors on the subject.

ln this direction, related to the technology of artistic metal, are most of the
articles and scientific reports cited by Assoc. Stella Doncheva in the list for participation
in the competition, which is an integral part of the big and doctoral dissertation. The use

of the interdisciplinary approach is especially successful in them. ln this aspect, the
works of Assoc. Prof. Doncheva is definitely of a contributing nature, not only for native
science but also worldwide. Certainly, the knowledge and accumulated competencies in

the field of working with artistic metal have led to the correct interpretation of the
obtained data.

Based on the above, t highly appreciate the research value of the candidate's
research papers. There is no doubt that Assoc. Prof. Stella Doncheva presents herself

as a graduate with long research experience and professional experience, which will be
of great use in her upcoming teaching activities.

ln conclusion, the submitted documentation shows that the participant in the
competition systematically participates in scientific and educational projects, which are
mainly related to her research interests. Takes an active part in scientific conferences,

reports at international meetings, He is tlae leader of ifrojects related.to archeological
research (in NIAR Veliki Preslav, near the village of Zlatar, Novbsel';'the village of
Doyrantsi), a member of expert commissions and editoriar boards.
Everything presented so far shows that Assoc. Prof. Stella Mincheva Doncheva

after her habilitation has continued her research, which turned her inio

a leading

specialist and researcher on the problems of the early Bulgarian Middle Ages.

The scientific production, the professional qualities, and the administrative and
commitment as the head of one of the branches of NAIM at BAS allow me to propose to
the members of the esteemed jury to vote positively and to propose to the Rector of the
University of Shumen, Assoc. i.n. Stella Milcheva Doncheva to take the academic
position "Professor" in the field of higher education

2, Humanities; 2.2. History

Archeology (Medieval Bulgarian Archeology).
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