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1. General characteristics of the submitted materials under 
the procedure 

1.1. Applicant data. Bozhena Levon Takvoryan-Solakyan was born 
on 14th November 1972. She has two diplomas in Social Pedagogy 
and Music Pedagogy from the renowned Sofia University "St. Kliment 
Ohridski". From 1993 to 2007, she was a secondary school music 
teacher. For two years, she was the director of the Municipal 
Children's Сотрlех — Shumen. From 2013 to 2015, she was a part- 
time lecturer at "Episkop Konstantin Preslavski" Shumen University 
and after winning a competition — a chief assistant and Associate 
Professor at the same university. In 2010, she received a doctorate in 

"Theory of Education and Didactics" (social pedagogy). She is the 
author of 2 monographs, 1 study aid, and 12 scientific articles. She has 



numerous participations in forums for the improvement of her 
teaching qualifications and the assimilation of new teaching methods, 
as we11 as various scientific projects. As the first head of the "Social 
Pedagogy" Department at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski", I 
strongly believe that the author has indisputaЫe merits for the 
affirmation of social pedagogy in our country. The basis for this 
statement of mine is her numerous appearances in this field 
individually or in co-authorship, participation in a large number of 
international and national projects, as we11 as intra-university projects. 

1.2. Documents submitted under the procedure. 
The documents presented include a dissertation and 12 articles puЫished in 
collective volumes and non-refereed peer-reviewed journals. 
The materials presented by the candidate meet the minimum national 
requirements for obtaining the scientific degree "Doctor of Sciences". 
The quantity and quality of the materials fu11y meet the criteria for minimum 
scientometric indicators under the procedure, according to art. 26 of the Act on 
the Development of the Academic Staff in the RepuЫic of Bulgaria, Art. 35 of 
the Regulation for application of the Act on the Development of the Academic 
Staff in the RepuЫic of Bulgaria and Art. 34, para. (2) and (3) of the 
Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff of "Episkop Konstantin 
Preslavski" University of Shumen. 

2. Architectonics of the dissertation work. 
The peer-reviewed work was discussed, approved and proposed for 

риЫiс defense at a meeting of the extended departmental council of the "Social 

and Special Pedagogy" Department at the Faculty of Pedagogy at University of 

Shumen on 15.07.2022 (Protocol No. KD-O 1-11-15.07.2022). It consists of an 

introduction, four chapters, conclusion, scientific contributions, biЫiographic 

reference and appendices. Its volume is 402 pages. The biЫiography includes 

416 titles, 250 of which are in Cyrillic, 141 in Latin and 25 online sources. The 

text includes 9 taЫes, 8 diagrams and 12 figures. 
For Shumen University, this is the second dissertation for the scientific degree 

"Doctor of Science". It, like Prof. Plamen Kirov's first dissertation, is to some 

extent in the field of social pedagogy. This gives me reason to state that in this 

field Shumen University deserves to rank first among the other Bulgarian 

universities. 
Even the so-called by Assoc. Prof. Bozhena Levon Takvoryan-Solakyan, 

PhD Introduction actually outlines the main "framework" of the study she 

conceived. The current theoretical-practical importance is convincingly 



substantiated, the conceptual model is formulated: the object, the subject, the 
goa1, the tasks, the hypothesis, the main concepts, its scope, the general 
methodology, including the methods and indicators. It is noteworthy that the 
doctoral student also refers to latest puЫications on this issue by native and 
foreign authors, which allows her to "specify" a more specific рrоЫет area of 
"search" such as to "discover and substantiate" expedient technological 
solutions through a retrospective aпalysis 

The limited scope of iny review does not a11ow for a more analytical study 
of the individual chapters of the reviewed work, therefore I wi11 content myself 
with the most general ones. 

The main idea of the author is that through a retrospective analysis of a 
very large number of theoretical developments, supplemented with the results of 
foreign and own experimental research to reveal the interrelationships in the 
development of emotional, creative and musical intelligence, a more successful 
psychosocial management could be achieved now and in the future. 

In the first chapter "The technological approach in the psychosocial 
management in the context of educational paradigms" the author offers a wide 
panorama of concepts generated by the globalization processes of current time: 
about permanent education, defined as education for human development, about 
the relationship between basic education and second chance education, about 
formal, non-formal and informal learning. The constructivist educational 
paradigm is seen as the theoretical basis of interactive learning. The varieties of 
the philosophy of constructivism, its prominent representatives, the so-called 
zones (1evels) of human ontogenetic development, and the various learning 
options in interactive mode are examined. A comparison is made between the 

classic and the interactive educational model. The main directions of reform 

pedagogy are outlined. Special attention is paid to the so-called situational 

methods, game methods, project methods, dialogue methods, interactive 

techniques and approaches. 
This analysis is deepened by examining the essence of the so-called "mental 

health in European dimensions. In 2001, the Wor1d Health Organisation raised 

the idea: "mental health - a new understanding, a new hope". It is emphasized 

that care should be taken not only of children but also of adults so that all 

реорlе should enjoy the highest standard of health. 
Ап important aspect is the realisation of the European dimension for mental 

health and psychosocial management. Factors and varieties of technological 

approaches in social management are analysed. On this "base", the essence is 

revealed and the main directions for social learning and socialisation are 

outlined. Special attention is paid to the various socio-educational technologies 



applied in recent decades abroad and in our country. Up to a certain point, the 
various concepts of the so-called social-emotionalliteracy are commented. 
In the second chapter "Classical and innovative theories for the development 
of emotional intelligence, creativity and self-actualization as a tool for social 
we11-being" the author outlines the most important social prerequisites for 
creative activity in the past and in more recent times. Her thesis states that the 
creative person is both an unlimited and a limited creator of new values. The 
creative approach excludes both the negligence of objective regularities and 
their absolutisation. The proЫems of creativity have a major place in 
psychology, which has developed plenty of inethods for modelling the creative 
process. At the same time, this issue is the subject of consideration in 
philosophy and many other humanitarian studies. The research covers different 
concepts (philosophical, psychological) about creativity, about giftedness, about 
social and emotional intelligence, the components of the content of creative 
activity, the various options of the interactive educational model, the place and 
role of different types of tests, the different concepts of "education for 
sustainaЫe development". It also examines some perspectives of individual 
abilities and creativity, self-realization within creativity, creativity through 
work, etc. Special attention is paid to musical intelligence and its components, 
to the concepts of personal development and self-actualization, and many others. 
She emphasised on the competency model for social-einotional learning 
proposed by NSEC as an obvious new beginning and perspective. The author 
accepts Gardner's view that musical competence is even more important than 
logical and mathematical competence in the past. The main conclusion she 
makes is that social emotional learning is a vital option for any educational 
context to improve psychological, academic and social management. 

In the third chapter "Theoretical foundations and psychological- 
pedagogical conditions for musical and speech hearing in the context of 
thinking", a multi-faceted analysis of this proЫematic is made as a relatively 
independent "third line" of researches of the philo-ontogenetic studies of 
thinking. The following important aspects stand out: profiles in the psychology 
of thinking, "music-speech" continuum, conditions for musical activities - 
musical and speech hearing, connections of musical thinking for the benefit of 
modern musicology, through the experience of musical thinking as a mental 
activity of personality, thought process analysis, emotional response — the 
unconscious components of the musical thought process. 
It is emphasised that intelligence is not a ready-made, inherited ability, but is 
formed in the process of functioning. Music is seen as a process in which the 
composer, performers and listeners are equal participants. The role of the song 



as a means of the subject's active attitude towards reality and auditory perception 
as a prerequisite for a diverse life activity is clarified. 
In the fourth chapter "Formation of the integrating components for emotional, 
creative and musical intelligence. Statement of the problem and organization of 
the experimental research" Assoc. Prof. Bozhena Levon Takvoryan-Solakyan, 
PhD tries to "approve" the results obtained from her author's model for 
experimental research through the applied Case-Study method, which, on the 
one hand, does not require preliminary micro-research of the general 
collectivity, and on the other hand, it is not very reliaЫe. In the case given, all 
three stages of research are "observed": an ascertaining experiment, a formative 
experiment and a final experiment. Through a mathematical-statistical check of 
the experimental data, the hypothesis was "confirmed" that if this model is 
applied in an educational and educational sequence based on the unity between 
the development of emotional, creative and musical intelligence, it wi11 stabilise 
students reflection and self-reflection, significantly increase their motivation to 
solve proЫems with the help of art, and they wi11 acquire skills to express, share 
and rely on emotions, thoughts and feelings through the use of musical 
language. 

On the topic of her dissertatioп, Assoc. Prof. Bozhena Levon Takvoryan- 
Solakyan, PhD presents 2 independent studies and 10 articles, which a11ow the 
results of her scientific research to be popularised. 

The abstract objectively reflects the content of the dissertation work. It 
fu11y meets the requirements for an abstract. 

З. Timeliness of the issue. It is my deep conviction that the dissertation 
topic developed by Assoc. Prof. Bozhena Solakian PhD is extremely relevant in 
relation to the concept of new paradigm education and 1ifelong learning. Yet in 
the last decades of the 20th century and especially in the current, 21th century, 
the so-called "conventional pedagogy" gradually began to turn into a systematic 
scientific, modern pedagogy, sometimes called the philosophy of education. The 
modernisation of pedagogy can be defined as comprehensive, as far as it covers 
almost all of its "branches". At a new, much higher 1eve1 are the studies in the 
field of general didactics, of andragogy and geragogy, of the so-called 
"methods" of training, now called private didactics, of special pedagogy, etc. On 
a new, relatively higher 1eve1 stands the social pedagogy in our country. In the 
monograph, written along with Associate Professor К. Belcheva, 
"Contemporary Paradigms in Pedagogy" (S., 2014) we tried to justify the need 
for multi-applicability, in which the former relatively separated activities and 
individual approach is successfully combined with the synergistic approach, 
with the competence approach, with the constructivist educational paradigm, 



which is in fact the methodological basis of the modern system of interactive 
learning methods, of multimedia pedagogy. The world movement "Education 
for А11" actually received a strong impetus in the Salamanca Statement of 1994 
to ensure a ѕchool for all , which must provide children with physical, sensory 
and mental disabilities, children with delays in their mental development, as 
we11 as for children from ethnic and nomadic groups, for homeless and gifted 
children real access to school. 
There is a growing number of puЫications that address the integrative 
interrelationships between pedagogy and psychology. They include, for 
ехатрlе, the works of the Bulgarian scientists Prof. L. Desev , Prof. S. Johnev 
and many others. Undoubtedly, the peer-reviewed dissertation work can be 
reasonaЫy included in this group. It presents a very broad panorama of 
theoretical and experimental research covering a large period of time. 

4. Knowing the state of the proЫem and approaches to solving it. 

Assoc. Prof. В. Solakyan, PhD shows skills in developing logically and 
consistently the issues of her dissertation thesis. She demonstrates extensive 
knowledge of a significant number of literary sources (both national and 
international) on pedagogy, psychology, philosophy, andragogy, music 
pedagogy, etc. Her good command of Russian and German significantly 
facilitates her to navigate successfully in the so-called currently information 
boom. In the conditions of such an "avalanche" of information, however, it 
seems to me that she has gone a 1ittle overboard with references to various 
authors, which to some extent makes it difficult for readers. Therefore, in case of 
possiЫe printing of her dissertation work, I suggest that she take the remark of 
mine into consideration. 

5. Scientific contributions. I generally accept the scientific and scientific-
applied contributions formulated by Assoc. Prof. В. Solakyan, PhD. Personally, 
I would try to present them in a more synthesised way. What strikes me is that 
over the past decade or so, applicants for degrees and titles have gone into 
details about their accomplishments. Apparently, fashion is like that! Thus, 
I wi11 ask Bozhena to summerise them during the defense. 

б. General conclusion. 

What has been stated so far allows me to assume that the peer- 
reviewed dissertation meets all the requirements for such kind of 
scientific criteria in accordance with the minimum scientific 
requirements of Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the 



RepuЫic of Bulgaria and its corresponding regulations specifying 
them. 

It is her personal work. 

А11 this gives me the reason to give a positive assessment to the 
candidate and to recommend to the respected members of the 
Scientifгe Jury that the scientific °degree "Doetor of Science" be 
awarded to Assoc. Prof. Bozhena Levon Takvoryan-Solakyan, 
PhD in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences, 
professional direction 1.2. Pedagogy, scientific specialty "Theory 
of education and didactics (Psychosocial intellig~ence). 
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