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The power of modern man over living and non-living nature is indisputaЫe. 

A1ong with that, there is a question hanging above him like a sword of 

Damocles: "Did this power give him inner confidence, mental comfort and 

spiritual balance, did his proЫems lessen?" 

Humanity can stand on solid foundations only if it is able to appreciate the 

beauty of the world. It has always excited and attracted people, and people often 

search for it in the world around them, in works of art - music, ballet, opera, 

theatre, cinema, paintings, sculpture, graphics, and architectural masterpieces. 



Beauty is a sensation and an experience beyond what is visiЫe to the eye and 

can only be recognized by the tireless and ever-seeking human spirit. Beauty is 

also in the silence of the human inner essence, of its uniqueness and 

individuality. 

The doctoral dissertation of Assoc. Prof. Bozhena Takvoryan, PhD is devoted to 

proЫems and questions related to these subtle and delicate areas. 

The work has a precisely selected structure and it consists of an introduction, 

four chapters, conclusion, scientific contributions, biЫiography and appendices, 

with total volwne of 402 pages. 

The biЫiography includes 416 titles, 250 of which in Cyrillic; 141 titles in 

Latin; 25 online sources. 

The content is illustrated with 9 taЫes, 8 diagrams and 12 figures. 

The biЫiography contains leading authors from the most significant fields 

of humanities - philosophy, methodology, logic, ethics, aesthetics, psychology, 

pedagogy, didactics, methodology, medicine, psychiatry. This serious range of 

literary sources guarantees acquisition of excellent awareness, high erudition 

and knowledge in the field of outlined issues, which are sufficiently complex 

and complicated. This is because it deals with issues related to the upbringing 

and education of the personality, with socialisation, with the discovery and 

development of intelligence, including emotional intelligence, as a relatively 

new scientific field. Person-oriented learning places learners (children in 

kindergarten, elementary, primary and secondary school and students) at the 

center of the educational process, with the leading role of reflection and self- 

reflection, of motivation in the overall educational activity. 

In the introductory part, Assoc. Prof. Bozhena Levon Takvoryan - 

Solakyan, PhD, substantiates the significance of the researched proЫems, the 

difficulties in their implementation, the place and role of school and fainily. 

"Modern society is interested in forming a new type of independent and creative 

individuals, with highly developed abilities for adaptation and self-



transformatio, if necessary, and, above all, for the achievement of inental health" 

( Diss .: 9). 

Referring to numerous scientific studies, the author summarises and specifies 

the relevance, theoretical and practical significance determined by the fact that 

the achievements in general theoretical aspect can be scientifically traced and 

united in a common genetic condition of connections and continuity, turned into 

theoretical-methodological component for achieving modern human needs. Its 

successful solution can be developed into a specifically applied aspect - the 

creation of a contingency of inethods and concepts for optimal psychosocial 

management, with outlining perspectives. 

The second part of the introduction is devoted to the conceptual model of the 

study, i.e., the object, subject, purpose, tasks of the study and hypothesis are 

identified here. Two we11-thought-out and formulated types of tasks are 

presented: theoretical and practical. Set that way, the tasks facilitate scientific 

research in both directions and a11ow for consistency and continuity in research. 

In the third part of the introduction, Assoc. Prof. Bozhena Takvoryan, PhD 

emphasises on the main thesaurus that she explores and wi11 seek explanations in 

the dissertation. Leading concepts from those scientific fields that, in turn, 

explore the subject of the dissertation or its separate parts are included: activity, 

communication, attitude, skills, strategies, education, thinking and its varieties, 

creative activity, intelligence and emotional intelligence. 

Through the world systems theory, reflecting the unity and mutual dependence 

between the elements of the systems and the theory of the unity of the cognitive 

and practical activity of the person, Assoc. Prof. Bozhena Takvoryan makes 

sense of the methodology and approaches of her upcoming scientific research. 

The starting point for selecting research methods is the theory of knowledge 

(Gnoseology). "The overall research is based on a systematic approach and 

logical analysis. In the system and structure of the socio-pedagogical process, in 



general, the place and functions of the studied phenomena are considered" ( Diss 

.: 30). 

The first chapter is named: "The technological approach to the psycho- 

social management in the context of educational paradigms'. 

Within 100 pages of theoretical analysis, а11 constituent elements of the aim, 

tasks and hypothesis of the study are explored. The so-called theoretical 

foundations of the interactive learning-cultures of learning and the globalisation 

processes of modern times are substantiated. 

The chapter ends with an analysis and serious conclusions, which emphasise that 

the formulated new educational paradigm, at the basis of which lies the 

understanding of education and training as a creative search: from the discovery 

and formulation of proЫems to the raising of hypotheses and their verification, 

combined with the support of cognitive reflection, towards the outcomes and the 

process of knowledge, is the result of the evolution in the world education 

system. 

The second chapter is entitled: "Classical and innovative theories for the 

development of emotional intelligence, creativity and self-actualisation as tools 

for social we11-being." 

In this part of the dissertation, the author examines the social prerequisites and 

creative activity of the old (before the 21 st century) and the new era - the present 

century. 

A number of perspectives on individual abilities and the genesis of creativity. 

Special attention is paid to classical and non-traditional ideas about emotional 

intelligence, as they are related to the concepts of personal development and 

self- actualisation. 

The third chapter: "Theoretical foundations and psychological-pedagogical 

conditions between musical and speech hearing in the context of thinking", is 

aimed at the specific features of the process of building musical hearing in each 

individual and the place of thinking as a сотрlех mental process. The 



connections between speech and music, the features of musical activity in the 

context of music and speech hearing connection, and the features of the 

emotional response and the unconscious components of the process of musical 

thinking have been traced. 

In this chapter, the experience and musical culture of Assoc. Prof. Bozhena 

Takvoryan, PhD help her to analyse the complexity of the specific issues and to 

formulate serious conclusions about pedagogical practice. 

Chapter Four: "Formation of the Integrating Components of Emotional, 

Creative, and Musical Intelligence. Setup and organisation of experimental 

research", presents the essence of experimental research, its model and elements 

- ascertaining, basic - formative and controlling. The study covers 371 students 

at " Episkop Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen. 

The essence of the overall experimental work includes developing a model of 

informal musical activities availaЫe to "Social pedagogy" students - bachelor's 

degree and "Social-pedagogical counselling" - master's degree. A1so 

experimental testing of the model, multiplication of the experience through 

methodical assistance and consulting with the supervisor of the experimental 

work (the author of the dissertation research), to outline opportunities for 

building a network of new technological approaches aimed at acquiring 

experience and ski11 for successful psycho-social managing through the 

interaction of emotional, creative and inusical intelligence. 

A mathematical-statistical test of the experimental data was made. 

Conclusion 

The results obtained from the development of the previously set goals and tasks 

in the dissertation enable a number of conclusions (12 in number) and 3 

recommendations to be made. They are carefully thought out and formulated, 

based on the data of the empirical research and are in fu11 sync with all parts of 

the dissertation. 



The text also includes nшnerous graphic materials, directly related to the 

researched issues, which facilitate the perception and understanding of the 

materials. 

The dissertation research is an independent scientific work, developed over 

several years. The style and language used are strictly scientific, the same in all 

the attached puЫications of Assoc. Prof. Bozhena Takvoryan, PhD (total 

number of 12 including two studies and 10 articles and materials in scientific 

symposia). 

The citations and references are correct; I do not find any attempts at plagiarism 

or avoidance of citing individual authors or theories. 

At the end of the dissertation, the coпtributing moments, which are the result 

of the excellent knowledge of the investigated issues and the thorough analysis 

of the experimental data, have found a place. They are divided into two groups: 

contributions of a theoretical-research nature and with an applied orientation. 

"The parameters of synchronisation of skills and attitudes, intelligences and 

professional thinking are objectified as part of the basic competence constructs 

of future social pedagogues" ( Diss .: 367). 

The abstract consists of 80 pages and fu11y follows the chosen structure of 

the dissertation without leaving the text. It gives an excellent insight into the 

nature of the research. 

I know Assoc. Prof. Bozhena Takvoryan 's scientific path very we11 — at the 

doctoral dissertation defense, as a reviewer, at her first habilitation, and again a 

reviewer, reading thoroughly the puЫications in periodicals or scientific forums, 

at the numerous meetings and consultations related to her creative intentions. 

Recommendation: To prepare a monograph, which wi11 popularise the 

research results among a wider circle of specialists and the possibilities for 

continuing the research activity in the targeted range of extreinely interesting 

scientific proЫems. 



CLOSING 

Giving an exeellent дssessment of the scientific activity, the 

dissertation research and the obtained results of Assoc. Prof. Bozhena 

Takvoryan, PhD I take the libertyof proposing to the Respected 

Scientific Jury at " Episkop Koristantin Preslavski" University of 

Shumen, to award the scientific degree "Doctor of Science" to 

Assoc. Prof. Bozhena Levon Takvoryan-Solakyan, PhD in the field of 

Higher Education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, Professional Direction 1. 

2. Pedagogy, Scientific specialty: "Theory of education and didactics" 

(Psycho-social intelligence). 
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(Prof. Doctor of Economics Luchiyan Milkov) 


