REVIEW
by Alexandra Glavanakova, PhD.,
Associate Professor in American literature and culture
At Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”

regarding the selection procedure for the academic position of
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
in the Area of Higher Education: 2. Humanities
Professional Field: 2.1. Philology (Literature of the peoples of Europe,
America, Asia and Australia - English and American literature)

at the University of Shumen “Bishop Konstantin Preslavski”

1. Details of the selection procedure

By Order Noe RD-16-223 /02.12.2021 of the Rector of the University of Shumen
“Bishop Konstantin Preslavski” 1 have been appointed external examiner of the
Academic Selection Committee for the selection procedure. The procedure for the
position of “Associate Professor” was announced in SG no. 84 / 08.10.2021,
amendment in SG no. 88 / 22.10.2021, in the Area of Higher Education: 2.
Humanities; Professional Field: 2.1. Philology (Literature of the peoples of Europe,
America, Asia and Australia - English and American literature). Dr. Hristo
Tonchev Boev is the only candidate for this academic position. The candidate has
submitted all the required documents by the deadline. The review of the provided
documentation and the enclosed evidence indicate that Dr. Hristo Boev meets the
eligibility conditions for the position of Associate Professor set forth in the
minimum national requirements under Art. 26, para. 2 and 3 of the Act for the

Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria.



2. Candidate’s Data

The candidate is a graduate of Plovdiv University “St. St. Cyril and Methodius”
with a master’s degree in English Philology (1997). He earned a doctorate from
Ovidius University, Constanta, Romania in 2013. He has many years of experience
as a high school teacher of English and at university level in institutes of higher
education in Varna, Dobrich, Plovdiv and Shumen. In addition to English, Dr.
Boev is fluent in Romanian and French, and is an established translator of fiction

from Romanian into Bulgarian, for which he has received awards.

3. Teaching activity

Apart from courses in General English and English for Special Purposes, the
candidate conducts lectures and seminars in English and American literature from
the Middle Ages to Postmodernism and beyond. The areas of teaching of Dr. Boev
overlap with his academic interests, reflected in his publications, and correspond to

the area of the position he is applying for.

4. Description of the candidate’s scholarly publications

For the purposes of the present selection procedure for the position of
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR Dr. Boev has submitted 3 books and 6 articles
published in Bulgaria and abroad. All are aimed at studying various texts by
English and American authors and have been published since 2013. These include
the published monograph entitled Feminine Selves in Plath’s Prose and Poetry:
The Perspective of Compared Lived Experience in Fiction, which is the text
presented by the candidate for the habilitation. Five articles have been published in

English, one is indexed in an international database, and one is published in



Bulgarian. The candidate has included other publications of his, which, however,
are on the topic of his doctoral dissertation from 2013, in which he compares the
works of Dickens and Dos Pasos. His doctoral dissertation has been published as
well.

I intend to focus only on the monograph submitted for the current
habilitation procedure. This text explores in comparative terms all the works
(poetry and prose, as well as some of the letters and diaries) of Sylvia Platt, some
texts by Anne Sexton - from the circle of American poets, categorized as
confessional poetry (1950-60s), selected texts by the Romanian author Chela Sergi
and the Bulgarian Petya Dubarova.

The monograph includes an introduction, five chapters, a bibliography, and
an appendix with translations of poems by Sylvia Platt and Petya Dubarova.

The goal that Dr. Boev has set himself is to go beyond the narrow confines
of the national and by utilizing a comparative approach to offer critical readings of
selected works by the four chosen authors, originating from different socio-
cultural, national, and linguistic backgrounds. By choosing the adjective
“feminine” in the title of the monograph, Dr. Boev obviously wishes to suggest
that his text considers Platt’s complex personality on two levels: the female and the
womanly. On the other hand, he repeatedly emphasizes that his main objective is to
convey the universal in Platt’s work and the other three authors in question (pp. 12,
18, 306, 309) and so to overcome the essentialist gender reductive framework of
analysis. Based on Platt’s life, as reflected in her works and her biographers’ and
critics’, the candidate underscores the variety of topics she engages with beyond
those of depression and death that are traditionally found in her work.

The methodology Dr. Boev applies is within the vast field of comparative
and transnational research. It is based on the overview of the historical and social

background of the chosen authors, which provides the motivation for their non-



conformism and their protest - outspoken in their art - against the limitations of
patriarchal condition and socialist societal order. The comparative analysis is
performed mainly on a thematic level, and a close reading of selected works is
offered. The candidate provides in detail the facts related to the personal lives of
the female authors, and examines their art extraordinarily through a biographical
perspective, which is the traditional approach applied to Platt’s work. Dr. Boev
employs the term “autofiction” in his analysis of the chosen texts. He believes
there is a complete overlap of “autofiction” and ““autobiography” (p. 66) - an issue
of much debate in the critical literature — and at times uses the more general
concept of “life writing” instead. A more innovative approach, especially in the
field of Bulgarian literary studies is offered by the candidate in Chapter 2 (pp. 132-
144), where he provides the comparative analysis of chromesthesia in the early
works of Platt, Sexton and Dubarova. As Dr. Boev points out, his analysis is based
on previous research on Dubarova’s work done by Kalina Lukova and Krassimira
Chakarova. However, there is no explanation provided for the exact distance
reading methodology that has been applied to extract data from Platt’s and
Sexton’s works.

The monograph shows the breadth of knowledge of its author in the fields of
literary theory, and English and American literature. The candidate refers to wide-
ranging heterogeneous texts within the different areas of this interdisciplinary
research: autofiction, feminist theory and fiction, literature on trauma and illness.
In some places, the extensive intertextuality of the monograph with continuous
references to writers and works beyond its immediate scope though elucidating

some points deflects from the focus of the study.

5. Scientific contributions




The candidate’s work is interdisciplinary in nature and offers a major
contribution to comparative literary research utilizing contemporary transcultural
models of interpretation of cultural and artistic production. Dr. Boev’s range of
knowledge of literary theory, and of the historical and cultural background of
feminism in the U.S.A. and European countries applied to the interpretation of
texts from different cultures, languages and genres is impressive. The most notable
achievement of this work is the original comparative decolonizing project of
reading writers within the center-periphery context through the exploration of the

manifestations of the feminine in their work.

Conclusion

In conclusion, I am convinced that the academic publications submitted by the
candidate for the purposes of the current selection procedure testify to his

academic knowledge, research qualities, teaching skills and experience.

Considering all of the above, I give my strong support to Dr. Hristo Boev’s
application for the academic position of ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR in the Area of
Higher Education: 2. Humanities Professional Field: 2.1. Philology (Literature
of the peoples of Europe, America, Asia and Australia - English and American

literature) at the University of Shumen “Bishop Konstantin Preslavski.”
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January 31, 2022 Assoc. Prof. Alexandra Glavanakova, PhD.
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