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O P I N I O N 

 

regarding the competition 

for the academic position “Associate Professor” in professional sphere 

2. Humanities, field 2.1.  Philology (English and American Literature), published  

in State Gazette, issue 84/08.10.2022 by Shumen University “Episkop Kondtantin 

Preslavski” 

 

by Professor Madeleine Danova, PhD, 

Department of English and American Studies, 

Faculty of Classical and Modern Philology, 

Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski 

 

1/ Competition data 

 The competition for an Associate Professor of English and American 

literature announced in SG, issue 84/08.10.2022 meets all the requirements of the 

Law on the Promotion of Scientific Degrees and the Occupation of Academic 

Positions in Bulgaria and the Regulations on the Terms and Conditions for 

Acquisition of Scientific Degrees and Occupation of Academic Positions in 

Shumen University, and no procedural violations have been found. The only 

candidate, Senior Assistant Professor Hristo Boe, PhD, has submitted all the 

necessary documents for the competition on time, complying with the requirements 

of the Law and the Regulations. 

 

2/Biographical data 

Hristo Boev has a rich professional biography. He graduated in English Philology 

from the University of Plovdiv "Paisii Hilendarski” in 1997, while he worked as an 

English teacher in PGEE during his studies and then he continued working as a 
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teacher in various secondary schools in Plovdiv, Asenovgrad and Kavarna, in 

language centers in Sofia and Sofia. Montreal, Canada, and as a lecturer at 

universities in Varna, Dobrich and Shumen before being appointed, after winning a 

competition, for Senior Assistant Professor at the Department of English Philology 

at the University of Shumen "Episkop Konstantin Preslavski" in 2020. He also 

worked as a translator in Montreal, Canada. In 2013 he successfully defended his 

dissertation on "Modern (ist) Portrayal of the City in Dickens and Dos Passos. 

Similarities, Differences, Continuities” at Ovidius University, Constanta, Romania. 

The submitted data by Hristo Boev for compliance with the minimum national 

requirements for holding the academic position of "Associate Professor" in the 

scientific field 2. Humanities, professional field 2.1. Philology fully meets the 

requirements. 

In regard to the indicators from Group A, min. 50 points, Dr. Boev has 50 points. 

In regard to the indicators from Group C, min. 100 points, the candidate has 100 

points. In regard to the indicators from Group D, min. 200 points, Dr. Boev has a 

total of 255 points. In regard to the indicators from Group E, min. 50 points, the 

candidate has 65 points. The sub total is 465 p. out of 400 p. required. 

  

3/ Description of the scholarly publications 

The candidate participates in the competition with a monograph, Feminine Selves 

in Sylvia Plath's Prose and Poetry: The Perspective of Compared Lived 

Experience in Fiction. Shumen: Shumen University Press, 2021. ISBN 978-619-

20I-524-4, Series Academica 29 and one book, The Different Dobrudja in the 

Literature between the Wars", published by Nordian, Balchik and the publishing 
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house at Shumen University in 2020. In 2013 Hristo Boev published his 

dissertation at the Isida Publishing House, Sofia. To the list of publications with 

which he participates in this competition we must add six more articles published 

in various journals and collections. 

The monograph Feminine Selves in Sylvia Plath's Prose and Poetry: The 

Perspective of Compared Lived Experience in Fiction is 330 pages long and the 

main problem on which the author focuses is the construction of the 

autobiographical self in the works of Sylvia Platt in comparison to three other 

women writers from three different parts of the world, Ann Sexton (USA), Petya 

Dubarova (Bulgaria), and Cella Serghi (Romania) through the prism of women's 

writing. This, in fact, is the backbone of the study, but in support of his hypothesis 

that we can trace the building an "autofictional" self in Platt's works, Boev also 

draws comparisons and uses models of interpretation that go far beyond the 

original direction of reassessing this writer's literary heritage. Rather, the study 

becomes a critical rewriting of Cassanova's Literary Republic, opening up 

numerous opportunities to reevaluate the work of women writers who have hitherto 

been part of the far periphery of critical literary discourse. It is this side of the work 

submitted for participation in the competition that is the author's most significant 

contribution to contemporary literary research. 

This exceptional erudition of the author and his talent to use in his analysis of the 

specific literary works of Sylvia Platt, the object of study here, the most diverse 

and often surprising literary and critical texts, turn the study into a kaleidoscope of 

contemporary and canonical interpretations of literary works. The author's ability 

to "speak" different critical languages is undoubtedly the other richness of this 

work. However, the attempt to include in the literary analysis the critical and the 



4 
 
 

 

literary knowledge he has accumulated over the years, often leads to the 

defocusing of the whole, and the extremely interesting parallels that are offered in 

some cases become, as if, an end in itself. This has also led to the use of such terms 

as the "first" and "second" waves of feminism in a way that is not sufficiently 

substantiated. In the American critical context, the "first feminist wave" dates back 

to the 19th century and is related to women's struggle for gaining the right to vote, 

i.e. with the so-called "suffragette movement" and ended with the obtaining of this 

right in the 1920s. In the text of Hristo Boev, this term seems to refer to the period 

between the two world wars, i.e. to 1920s, 1930s and early 1940s, since he uses it 

as a starting point for the analysis of Cella Serghi's works. However, these years 

are a kind of hiatus in the history of feminism in the West - the second wave is 

usually associated with the 1960s to 1990s, with the earliest manifestation of this 

new stage in the development of feminism marked for some critics by the 

publication in 1949, in France, of Simone de Beauvoir’s book The Second Sex. 

Thus, in his quest to "discuss" in various ways the works he has chosen as the 

object of his research, Boev sometimes transfers ideas that need to be refined and 

redefined in order to be an acceptable argument for his scientific research. 

This observation in no way belittles the achievements of this text, which, as I have 

already noted, is a monumental study and offers a new and original reading not 

only of Sylvia Platt's work, but also of the other three writers, "involving" them in 

the rewriting of the life and works of Platt as well as of those of numerous other 

constellations of writers, representatives of different eras and trends, using not only 

the critical ideas related to the latest trends in literary research, but also most of the 

already classic postmodern interpretations of the literature. 
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The same applies to the other scholarly work presented for participation in this 

competition, The Different Dobrudja in the Literature between the Wars", which 

unfolds an unsuspected for the Bulgarian reader panorama of Dobruja's literary 

incarnations in Romanian literature and compares this image to the one created in 

in Bulgarian literature. Based on the ideas of the so-called "geocritical" approach, 

the study builds a cultural geography of this region, which provides an opportunity 

for reconsidering of some of the main canons of Bulgarian symbolism and 

modernism. 

The articles presented for participation in this competition, also strengthen the 

impression of Hristo Boev's interdisciplinary and innovative thinking and the 

breadth of his research horizon. 

 

4/ Conclusion 

Based on all of the above, I can definitely say that Hristo Boev, as the only 

candidate in the competition for an Associate Professor of English and American 

literature at the Department of English Philology at Shumen University "Episkop 

Konstantin Preslavski", fully meets all the criteria for holding this academic 

position and I wholeheartedly recommend his election as an Associate Professor of 

English and American Literature. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Date: 4th Feb. 2022                                           Professor Madeleine Danova, PhD    
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