TO THE CHAIRPERSON

OF THE SCIENTIFIC JURY

FOR THE COMPETITION FOR THE

ACADEMIC POSITION OF "ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR"

REVIEW
ON THE SCIENTIFIC PRODUCTION

OF CHIEF ASSISTANT STANISLAVA VELICHKOVA TODOROVA,
DOCTOR OF THEORY OF EDUCATION AND DIDACTICS (PUNUP),
LECTURER AT "KONSTANTIN PRESLAVSKY'" UNIVERSITY OF
SHUMEN, FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE COMPETITION FOR THE
ACADEMIC POSITION OF "ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR"

REVIEWER: PROF. MALCHO MALCHEYV, DSc — PART-TIME
LECTURER

AT "KONSTANTIN PRESLAVSKY" UNIVERSITY OF SHUMEN

[n the competition for "associate professor”, announced in the State Gazette,
no. 41 on 03.06.2022 and on the website ot the "Konstantin Preslavsky"
University of Shumen for the needs of the "Preschool and Primary School
Pedagogy" department at the Faculty of Pedagogy, participated Chiet Assistant
Stanislava Velichkova Todorova, PhD from the Department of "PUNUP". who
was the only candidate.

1. General presentation of the received materials

By order No. PD-16-156 of 29/08/2022 of the Rector of the “Konstantin
Preslavsky™ University of Shumen, | have been appointed as a member of the
scientific jury of'a competition for the academic position of "associate professor"
in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, professional direction
I.3. Pedagogy of teaching in ... (Pedagogy of the interaction “child - surrounding
world”, and Methodology of teaching about man and nature), announced for the
needs of the department "Preschool and Elementary School Pedagogy" at the
Faculty of Pedagogy.



To participate in the competition announced above, the candidate Ch.
Assistant Stanislava Velichkova Todorova, PhD has presented a set of
materials on paper and electronic media in accordance with the Regulations for
the Development of the Academic Staff of the University of Shumen and includes
the following documents:

I. application form to the rector for admission to participate in the

competition;

professional autobiography of Stanislava Velichkova Todorova:

diplomas for completed higher education:

< Educational and qualification degree: MASTER'S, Specialty:
Preschool and primary school pedagogy, Master's program:
[nnovations in preschool and primary education, SHU 2015 series,
unique identification number 233601 and registration number
45354/02.02.2015.

* Lducational and qualification degree: MASTER'S, Specialty:
Education  Management,  Master's  program:  Education
Management, SHU 2021 series, unique identification number
539515 and registration number 55960/30.09.2021.

4. diploma for the acquired educational and scientific degree of "doctor" in
the program: Theory of education and didactics (PUNUP), Protfessional
direction: /.2, Pedagogy, field of higher education: /. Pedagogical
sciences, for a defended dissertation on 07.07.2021, DIPLOMA No. D-243,
issued on 07.14.2021 by "Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen,
Faculty of Pedagogy;

Lo

5. reference for the fulfillment of the minimum national requirements under
Art. 2B, para. 2 and 3 of LDASRB of Ch. Assistant Stanislava Velichkova
Todorova, PhD;

0. areference for the additional indicators applicable to the relevant area under
Art. 57 a, para. 2 of RILDASRB;

7. areference for original scientific contributions:

8. reference for citations;

9. declarations: for credibility; for authenticity; for authorship; for co-
authorship;

10.abstracts of the scientific publications in Bulgarian;

I'l.abstracts of the scientific publications in English;

[2.1ist of publications, along with the publications themselves.

Conclusion on item | - I have not found any violations of the competition
procedure.



2. Brief biography of the candidate

The candidate for the position of “associate professor” Ch. Stanislava
Velichkova Todorova. PhD, was born on 02/09/1977 in Blagoevgrad. She
completed her secondary education at "Vasil Levski" Secondary school in the
town of Shumen. She received her higher education at "Konstantin Preslavsky"
University of Shumen, "Bachelor" and "Master" degrees. On 07.07.2021, she
defended her dissertation work at the University of Shumen on the topic of
“Building  astronomical  concepts in 6-7-vear-old children with innovative
technologies ™ and obtained the academic degree of "Doctor” in the professional
field 1.2. Pedagogical Sciences (diploma D-243/14.07.2021).

The candidate's professional development took place in the educational
institutions in Shumen - she worked as a children's teacher in the kindergartens
"Svetulka” and "Shturche". From 01.06.2018 to 08.09.2019, she is a junior expert
i the Astronomical Observatory of Shumen. From 01.09.2020 until now, St.
Todorova is a tcacher at SHU after a competition in the "PUNUP" department.
Since 01.10.2021, she holds the academic position of "chief assistant".

The organizational skills of Ch. Assistant St. Todorova can be characterized
as very good — they have been acquired as a participant and organizer of a number
of regional and national projects, seminars, courses and children's events.

With regard to communication and interpersonal skills, I should note that the
candidate for the competition is distinguished by the ability to quickly learn new
work activities and easily adapt to changes in working conditions. She
demonstrates perfectionism in relation to the tasks assigned.

The Tanguage skills declared by Ch. Assistant St. Todorova, PhD are:
mother tongue: Bulgarian. Other languages: Russian - good level. To the above,
we must add that the candidate is also distinguished by valuable protessional
skills, which are predetermined by the acquired digital competences: work with

Microsoft Office, Word, Excel, PowerPoint.
3. General characteristics of the applicant's activity

For the competition, the candidate has submitted a list of scientific
productions of a total of 17 titles. Until the defense of her thesis, the candidate for
“associate professor” has published a total of 3 publications. In the competition
for the academic position "Associate Professor" St. Todorova, PhD has presented
another 17 scientific-research and teaching-methodological works.

My acquaintance with the presented production over time grves me reason to
characterize the continnous development of the author's scientific interests,




In terms of scope, significance, nature and applicability, the candidate's

output submitted for review consists of | monograph, 1 book based on a defended
dissertation work and 15 scientific articles, of which 13 are independent and 2 co-
authored, for which the relevant declarations are also presented.

Of the works presented, I do not review the monograph “Contemporary
trends and approaches to astronomical education in kindergarten and the
primary stage of education™ (160 p., publishing house of the University of
Shumen, 2022, ISBN 978-619-201-596-1; COBISS.BG-1D - 55059720). The
reason for this is that this paper has been peer-reviewed according to the rules of
the University Publishing House of SHU by two official reviewers. In the reviews,
It was unequivocally noted that the manuscript meets the definition of a
monograph in RILDASRB and the required quantitative and qualitative
parameters. I should add that this genre of scientitic communication is a basic and
mandatory criterion for the occupation of the academic position of "associate
professor"”. In this regard, the applicant fully meets these requirements. What has
been said also applies to the book “Formation of Astronomical Culture in
Children™ (150 p., Publishing House of the University of Shumen, 2022, ISBN
978-619-201-597-8m COBISS.BG-ID - 54753544).

The competition is provided with the necessary schedule of academic
workload. Ch. Assistant St. Todorova, PhD carries out an active educational and
pedagogical activity as a lecturer of the academic disciplines: "Natural Science".
"Theory of Education”. "Preschool Pedagogy”. "Early Childhood Pedagogy™
"Pedagogy of the interaction "child - surrounding world” and others. In the
master's programs PUNUP - [PO; PUNUP - IPNO and PUNUP - INO: in DIKPO-
Vamna and the Faculty of Pedagogy in Shumen, she conducts 4 compulsory
academic disciplines, supervises the internship practice and current pedagogical
practice in kindergartens and NEO.

4. Evaluation of the candidate's scientific, scientific-applied and
project activities

Almost all of the publications in the inventory of St. Todorova, PhD are
devoted to rescarching and understanding modern tendencies and approaches of
teaching astronomy in kindergartens, attached to the set of documents on the
procedure. An exception is the joint publication (Ne12.3.) from 2012 with co-
author V. Georgieva - The creative approach of future teachers for the enrichment
and developiment of children's intellectual and creative abilities, published in the
Yearbook of the University of Shumen, Faculty of Pedagogy, volume X VI D, with
37-42, Shumen, UPH “Konstantin Preslavsky™, 2012, ISSN 1314-6769.




The rest of the publications are mainly devoted to the experimenting of
astronomy education in kindergartens with the 6-7 year old children with
innovative technologies. Regardless of the fact that we find common positions in
them, there are enough arguments and reasons to distinguish them, albeit
conditionally, into three groups:

To the first group of publications 1 refer those with the numbers: 12.4.:
12.5.: 12.6. and 12.9. We can summarize that these are the developments with the

greatest contribution to the theory and practice of astronomy teaching and
astronomy education of'the current generation in kindergartens.

In the second group | include publications 12.7. and 12.8., which are the

result of sociological studies conducted by St. Todorova, PhD to reveal the
knowledge and attitude ot parents and teachers about the nature and possibilities
of implementing astronomical education in kindergartens. The revealed dynamics
i the views of the respondents expand the author's view and ideas regarding the
structure, essence and orientation in a holistic context of the educational
astronomy program "Touch the Sky".

The third group covers the publications that are the result of the

transformative pedagogical experiment "Touch the Sky" according to five
different criteria (publications 12.10.; 12.11.; 12.12.; 12.13. and 12.14.).
Publications numbered 12.15, 12.16. and 12.17.. should also be included in this
group for they present the modules "earth", "planets" and "space" of the
cducational astronomy program "Touch the sky". They strongly correlate with
the publications of the first and second groups. and are a typical redoubt for the
protection and expansion of ideas for innovative astronomical education of
children in kindergarten.

Conclusion under item 4 - the deposited publications in the competition
documentation and the report on the fulfillment of the minimum national
requirements under Art. 2 b, para. 2 and 3 of LDASRB (appendix No. 5) reveal
that Ch. Assistant St. Todorova, PhD covers the minimum (evidence table 2.

Number of points according to indicators for the academic position of
“ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR” — total number of points: 417.5.

3. Basic scientific and scientific-applied contributions.

In the reference for the candidate's scientific contributions. we find the
following wording:

I Information on the science of Astronomy has been  selected  and

systematized, presenting its appearance and development; its subject field



o

9

10

11

/3

and its scientific orientations. This gives a general idea of the essence and
characteristic features of this ancient science called Astronomy.

An analysis was made of the pedagogical aspects of astronomical training
and education. as well as of the goals, tasks and main functions of
ASronomy as da science.

A monographic study of the modern aspects with a complex analvsis of the
stages of development, content, organization and nature of astronomical
echication in kindergarten and the initial stage of education was carried
oul.

On the basis of researched normative sources. the educational svstem in
Bulgarian schools and the astronomically-oriented content of the curricula
and programs have been researched and analyzed.

An analysis was made of the preparation of kindergarten and primary
teachers for teaching astronomy in Bulgarian educational institutions.

A methodological aspect of the pedagogical activity in children's
astronomical education has been selected, derived and adapted.

The factors influencing children's astronomical education are presented.
The  potential - possibility and  reserves  for the  implementation  of
astronomical training of children in kindergarten and the initial stage of
ecucation have been investigated.

Based on modern scientific literature, up-to-date approaches to the
astronomical education of preschool and primary school children are
outlined.

The structure and scope of the competences acquired through
astronomical training of children as an extracurricular educational
activity or as additional activities and occupations in astronomy is derived.
An  educational  program has been developed and  published  for
astronomical teaching of children to help kindergarten and elementary
school teachers.

The results of a pedagogical experiment of astronomical teaching in
kindergartens are presented.

The results of experimental research work on astronomical teaching
outside the educational institutions were shared, such as project activities
in kindergartens and NEO and other activities of an educational nature in
the Astronomical Centers.

The reference to the scientific and scientific-applied contributions of Ch.
assistant Stanislava Todorova, PhD relatively accurately reflects the main points

and contributions in the scientific and scientific-applied production she
presented. This assessment does not apply to contributions numbered | and 2. In




another aspect, the contributions could be ranked according to their importance to
science. There is a possibility that some of them will be merged.

6. Critical remarks and recommendations

Against the background of my overall extremely positive attitude towards the
candidacy for associate professor, I will also make the following recommendation
to the candidate's realized and future publication activities - to expand the range
of publishing houses for publishing her scientific production.

Additionally, I would like to point out that I have no jJoint publications with
the candidate for the position of “associate professor”. I have not encountered
traces and evidence of improper use of other authors’ scientific developments
and results.

Conclusion

The realized scientific-research and teaching activity of the candidate for
associate professor gives me confidence and reason to consider that she is a skilled
researcher with the necessary theoretical and applied-methodological training and
potential of a proven university lecturer. On the basis of all this, as well as the
thematic focus of the announced competition, I have the conviction to give my
positive assessment and recommend the Scientific Jury to choose Ch. Assistant
Stanislava Velichkova Todorova, PhD for the academic position of "associate
professor" at "Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen - field of higher
education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1.3. Pedagogy of
teaching in ... (Pedagogy of the interaction “child - surrounding world” and
methodology of teaching about man and nature), announced for the needs of the
department "Preschool and Elementary School Pedagogy" at the Faculty of

Pedagogy.
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