STATEMENT

by Assoc. Prof. Petar Raykov Petrov, PhD - ""A. Kanchev" University of
Rousse

Regarding the materials submitted for participation in a competition for the
occupation of an academic position "associate professor" in the field of higher
education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1.3. Pedagogy of
teaching in ... (Pedagogy of the interaction “child-surrounding world” and
Methodology of teaching about man and nature) in the PUNUP department at the
Faculty of Pedagogy of "Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen. The
competition was announced in the Official Gazette, no. 41/03. 06. 2022

L. General presentation of the procedure and the candidate

In the announced procedure, the only candidate is Chief assistant Stanislava
Velichkova Todorova, PhD. In her professional development, the candidate
moved into various academic positions successively - junior teacher, children's
teacher, junior expert at the Astronomical Observatory of Shumen Municipality,
assistant and chief. assistant at the "K. Preslavski" University of Shumen. In all
likelihood, the position held at the Astronomical Observatory is a clear stimulus
for an interest in astronomy with an orientation towards the formation of
specialized knowledge and ideas in preschool children. In recent times, the
cognitive and scientific interest has also been directed to children in primary
school. Thematically and substantively, the orientation to this issue, both in a
scientific and practical-applied aspect, finds a real result in the dissertation work,
defended in 2021. It refers in a theoretical-logical and empirical plan to the
pedagogical strategies, methodological approaches in the process of enriching the
ideas of preschool children about the reality of nature and the movement of
celestial bodies. Her teaching commitments are guaranteed by lecturing,
qualification, participation in courses, seminars, projects, conferences.

Ch. assistant Stanislava Todorova, PhD has presented the necessary
documents for the competition in a precise form in accordance with the LDASRB
and the Procedural Rules for the Acquisition of Scientific Titles and the
Occupancy of Academic Positions in Higher Educational Institutes. Attached are
the references for the implementation of the minimum national requirements and
the additional indicators according to the specified law.




IL. Analysis and assessment of the candidate's scientific output

The detailed review of the scientific publications of Ch. Assistant St.
Todorova, PhD confirms our preliminary impressions of deep interests among
which a specialized field is emerging - astronomy as an element of nature and
social knowledge in the context of the educational space. This general finding
actually reveals the content of the presented monograph "Modern trends and
approaches of astronomy education in kindergarten and the primary stage of
education”. It builds on modern trends and practices for mastering specific
astronomical competencies in children and young students in the real educational
process. The current idea of the need for this specialized knowledge among the
new digital generation is launched, especially in the context of forming ideas,
concepts, aesthetic tastes from the natural format of celestial bodies, etc. It is
necessary to recall the already confirmed in scientific knowledge differentiation
and corresponding characteristics of the generations, more precisely the "Alpha"
generation - those born after 2010. It is this particular age that is the focus of St.
Todorova. The mentioned monograph highlights the methodological aspects of
astronomy education in the current educational institutions. In specific terms,
methodological issues concern: normative requirements, planning, methods and
content of the educational process in astronomy.

In the presented book "Formation of Astronomical Culture in Children" the
educational program "Touch the Sky" for the astronomical training of children
aged 5-7 years is meaningfully "embedded". A methodology for the formation of
astronomical culture, according to their age development, is proposed. 7 main
topics are explained, as well as exemplary models for planning and organizing
pedagogical interaction in kindergarten. This fact is a guarantee for deepening
children's interests in astronomical knowledge, for forming their cognitive skills
in the comprehensive exploration of the world. In such a projection, their
knowledge of celestial bodies and phenomena in nature is expanded.

The declared articles and reports address a variety of problems (with
empirical representativeness) related to: module "Sun"; "Touch the Sky with
Mom and Dad" program; exploration of the universe by young children and
parents, etc. Through a survey, the parents' empathy is diagnosed regarding the
implementation of astronomical education in the kindergarten, as well as the
opinion of the children according to established criteria. Didactic materials were
developed on the basis of the last study. The diagnostics of the competence of
children's teachers regarding the formation of astronomical ideas in children is not
left out.




III. Scientific contributions

The specified scientific contributions from Ch. Assistant St. Todorova, PhD
are presented in a balanced manner in accordance with the research and applied
orientation. Vocational interests are the product of competencies and value
attitudes developed with the passing time for creating artistic products in the
context of astronomical learning and education in preschool and primary school
age. The scientific contributions are presented as textual content in a detailed and
descriptive form with emphasis on: the science of astronomy and its reflections in
the theory of institutionalized preschool and primary education; the functional
orientation of the educational and instructive content (normative base, curricula
and programs) in accordance with the age of the children. The subject-object
orientation of specialized training affects: the specificity and nature of
astronomical phenomena (the preparation and competences of the teacher, the
attitude of the children to the objective essence of astronomical knowledge);
didactic and educational approaches in the conditions of "face-to-face"
pedagogical interaction. To the outlined scientific contributions specified by the
candidate, it is necessary to add: the developed educational program for
astronomical training to help children and elementary teachers, astronomical
training in extracurricular activities, the results achieved in experimental research
work.

IV. Critical notes and recommendations

Collegiate proposals are advisory in nature, related to individual preferences
and professional responsibilities. In the future, we expect to highlight the interest
in the didactic spectrum of the applicability of techniques and technologies in
training in the initial stage of the educational system. For example: the specified
7 topics in the "Planet Earth" section in the educational content of the discipline
"Man and Nature" in the IV grade. Orientation to problematic topics in class hours
is also possible.

The citations of Ch. Assistant St. Todorova, PhD are in the spectrum of the
discussed issues: 5 in monographs and collective volumes with scientific review;
1 in non-refereed journals and reviews.

Two mandatory findings before the conclusion must be brought out: 1. The
minimum national requirements for awarding the academic position of
"associative professor" have been met; 2. We have no doubts about plagiarism in
the presented scientific works and publications.




Conclusion:

I propose to the respected scientific jury to award Ch. Assistant Stanislava
Velichkova Todorova, PhD the academic position of "associate professor"” in the
field of higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1. 3.
Pedagogy of teaching in... (Pedagogy of the interaction “child-surrounding world”
and Methodology of teaching about man and nature) in the PUNUP department
at the Faculty of Pedagogy of the "Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen.
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