
STATEMENT

by Prof. Dr. Chavdar Georgiev Sotirov, "Konstantin Preslavsky" University of
Shumen - Shumen, appointed by Order NRD-1 6-156129.08.2022 by the rector

of the University of Shumen as a member of the scientific jury regarding a

competition for the occupation of the academic position of "associate professor",

announced in the State Gazette,no.4l on 03.06.2022. Field of higher education

1. Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1. 3. Pedagogy of teaching in ...
(Pedagog,, of the "child-environment" interaction and Methodology of teaching

about man and nature).

1. Contest details
The competition was announced in SG No.41 on 03.06.2022 for the

occupation of the academic position of "associate professor" in: field of higher
education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1.3. Pedagogy of
teaching in (Pedagogy of the "child-environment" interaction and
Methodology of teaching about man and nature).

Only one candidate took paft in the cornpetition Chief assistant

Stanislava Velichkova Todorova, PhD. The set of materials presented by the

candidate in paper and electronic rnedia is in accordance with the Law on the

Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations

tbr the Implementation of the LDASRB and the Regulations for the

Development of the Academic Staff of the University of Shumen.

2. Brief biography of the candidate
Star-rislava Velichkova Todorova was born in Blagoevgrad in 1977. She

finished her secondary education in 1995 in the city of Shumen. In 2013, she

obtained a bachelor's degree in "Preschool and elementary school pedagogy" at

the "Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen, and in 2014 she obtained a

rnaster's degree in the master's program "Innovations in preschool and

elementary education". In 2016, she successfully defended the Fifth professional
qualification degree in DIKPO Varna, a branch of "Konstantin Preslavsky"

University of Shun"ren.

ln 2021, Stanislava Todorova obtained a doctor's degree in the doctoral
program "Theory of Education and Didactics (PUNUP)" in the "TOPO and

PLrl{UP" deparlment of the Faculty of Pedagogy at the "Konstantin Preslavsky"

University of Shumen.

The professional development of Stanislava Todorova is directly related

to tl-re educational system. Since 2013, she has been working as a children's



teacher, then as a junior expert at the Astronomical Observatory - Shumen

Municipality, and since 2018 as a parl-time teacher at the University of Shumen.

Since 2020, he has been chief assistant in the "TOPO and PUNUP" depaftment

of "Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shurnen.

Ch. assistant Stanislava Todorova, PhD leads the disciplines: "Natural
science", "Theory of education", "Preschool pedagogy", "Pedagogy of early

childhood", "Pedagogy of the interaction "child - surrounding world", "Game

methodoloBy", "Methodology of teaching Bulgarian language and literature in
kindergarten".

In the context of the data received regarding the candidate's educational

and professional profile, I believe that the candidacy for the competition is fully
justified, logical and constructive.

3. Fulfillment of the requirements for occupying the academic position
To participate in the competition, Stanislava Todorova submitted a

reference of fulfillment of the minimum notionol recluirements under Art. 2b,

pura. 2 and 3 of LDASRB in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical

sciences, professional direction 1. 3. Pedagogy of teaching in ... (Pedagogy of the
"child-environment" interaction and Methodology of teaching about man and
nature).

The required number of points to fulfill the national minimum requirements

is 400 and the actual fulfillment is 417.5 points. The points are presented in the

lbllorving order:

"doctor" (50 points);

approaches of astronomy education in kindergarten and the initial stage

of education" (100 points);

educational and scientific degree "doctor" - "Formation of astronomical
culture in children" (7 5 points).

reviewed journals or published in edited collective volumes (137.5

points);

ar-rd 1 number of citations in non-refereed journals with scientific review
(55 points);



References for the implementation of the minirnum national requirements

under Aft. 2b, para. 2 and 3 of LDASRB for the occupation of the academic

position of "associate professor" in professional direction 1.3. Pedagogy of
teaching in (Pedagogy of the "child-environment" interaction and

Methodology of teaching about man and nature), as well as the additional

indicators under Afi. 57 a, para. 2 of the RILDASRB prove that the candidate

lully meets all National minimum requirements.

4. General characteristics and analysis of the presented scientific
production.

The scientific production submitted for review is in direct accordance

with the announced competition. The author, using a systematic approach over

the years, has worked on problems related to the pedagogy of the "child-
environtnent" interaction and the methodology of teaching about rran and

nature. ln a ffIore specif,rc w&1z, it delves into the problems of children's
astronomical knowledge.

In her monographic work "Modem trends and approaches of astronomical
education in kindergarten and the primary stage of education", the author

examines some of the main concepts that relate to astronomical education in the

period of preschool and primary school. In general, the emphasis is placed on

tnodern trends and the practical application of concepts for mastering specific
astronomical competencies, by using innovative approaches and practices in the

educational process.

Stanislava Todorova analyzes and offers her methodical approach to
teaching astronomy in modern educational institutions, as well as a number of
ideas for its practical implementation and modernization. An author's concept is

preser-rted, tl-rrough which the astronomical education of preschool children today

is perceived and understood - generally methodological issues, educational

context and normative requirements, principles, goals, planning, methods and

content in the educational process in astronomy.

The other presented work "Formation of Astronomical Culture in

Children" is a practical-applied methodical guide to the monographic work. The

proposed development is composed of seven topics and organizational rnodels

Ibr the process of pedagogical interaction in the educational direction of
"Environment" in kindergartens.

I believe that the developed "complex model" is a prerequisite for the

successful formation of astronomical culture in children.



In the list of presented afticles and repofts, modular elements of the

"Touch the Sky with Mom and Dad" program are presented sequentially. In a

large part of the articles, the results of empirical studies are presented, with
which the motivation, opinion and competences of children, teachers and parents

are diagnosed.

The presented citations of the author are 5 in rnonographs and collective
volumes with scientific review and 1 in non-refereed journals and reviews.

I believe that the proposed scientific publications are entirely the work of
the author and I have no evidence of plagiarism.

5. Scientific contributions
The presented scientific production of ch. assistant professor Dr.

Stanislava Todorova is of a theoretical-applied nature. I accept the described

contributions in the presented scientific production with which the candidate
parlicipates in the competition. They are fully adequate to the scientific issues in
the content of astronomical teaching and education in preschool and elementary

school age. Contributions to the overall research activity of the author can be

clifferentiated as:

5.1 Theoretical contributions
'/ A detailed study of an epistemological nature was made for the specifics

of children's education and training in the formation of an astronomical

culture;
/ a methodological model for the competence approach of pedagogical

specialists in astronomy education was developed and tested.

5.2. Practical-applied methodical, didactic and other contributions
/ An author's educational program for astronomical training has been

developed to help kindergarlen and elementary school teachers, as well as

astronomical training in extracurricular activities;
/ the results of a pedagogical experiment of astronomical education in the

kindergarlen are presented;
/ results of experience-research work on astronornical training outside the

educational institutions were shared, such as project activities in

kindergartens and NEO and other activities of an educational nature in the

Astronomical Centers.

6. Critical notes and recommendations
I accept the proposed scientific contributions and I have no questions

regarding the scientific production for the candidate Ch. assistant Stanislava

Todorova, PhD.



7. Conclusion

In conclusion, based on the presented production regarding the research
and teaching activity of Ch. Assistant Stanislava Todorova, PhD I believe that
they meet the requirements of the Law on the Development of the Academic
Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its application at
"I(onstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen for the occupation of the
academic position of "Associate Professor'r,

This gives me reason to express my positive assessment of the candidacy
of Ch. assistant Stanislava Todorova, PhD for the Ecademic position of
"associate professor" in the field of higher education t./eedagogical sciences,
professional direction 1.3. Pedagogy of teaching in ... (#Augogy of the "child-
environment" interaction and Methodology of teaph;- ,6h' 'rran and nature).
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Shumen
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/Prof. Chaddar Sotirov, PhD /
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