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STATEMENT
by Prof. Yuliya Georgieva Doncheva, DSc
(“Angel Kanchev” University of Rousse)

regarding the materials submitted for participation in the competition for occupating of the

academic position of "associate professor" in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical

sciences, professional direction 1.3. Pedagogy of teaching in ... (Pedagogy of the “child -
surrounding world” interaction and Methodology of teaching about man and nature),

Faculty of Pedagogy of "Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen

1. Data on the competition procedure.

The competition for the academic position "associate professor" was announced by
Order No. RD-16-156/29.08. 2022, by the Faculty of Pedagogy of "Konstantin Preslavsky"
University of Shumen in compliance with the established procedure and in accordance with the
requirements of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria
and the Rules for the Development of the Academic Staff of the University of Shumen.
Documents for participation in the competition were submitted by one candidate — Chief
Assistant Stanislava Velichkova Todorova, PhD. The candidate has submitted all the necessary
materials and documents proving the legitimacy of the participation in the tender procedure.

All preliminary procedural and normative rules provided for in this procedure have been
complied with.

2. Professional profile of the candidate with brief biographical data.

The only candidate in the competition for the academic position "Associate Professor"
has indisputable professional experience and preparation for an academic career. Her
professional path has seen a consistent upgrade and development of both research and teaching
competence. From the presented autobiography it is evident that Stanislava Velichkova
Todorova was born in 1977 in Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria. In the period 2009 - 2013, she completed
her Bachelor’s degree, majoring in PUNUP (Preschool and Primary School Pedagogy) at
"Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen. Immediately after that (2013 - 2014), she
studied in the Master's programme "Innovations in Preschool and Primary Education” and
received a Master's degree. In 2016, again at the Shumen University, in the Department of
Information, Qualification and Continuing Education - Varna, she defended the FIFTH
professional qualification degree. This professional orientation predetermines the choice of
topics that excite S. Todorova as a researcher in pedagogical sciences. Since 2018, she has been
a full-time doctoral student - Doctoral program "Theory of education and didactics”, Faculty of
Pedagogy, Department of "Technological Training, Professional Education and PUNUP" at
"Konstantin Preslavsky™ University of Shumen. In 2021, she successfully defended her doctoral
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degree with the topic "Building astronomical concepts in 6-7-year-old children with innovative
technologies”. She has participated in numerous research projects, qualifications and trainings.
The candidate's educational, academic and applied achievements outline his profile as a
competent and well-prepared researcher, scientist and practitioner, with potential for
professional development.

3. Content and assessment of scientific works. General description of the presented
materials.

The attached reference in the documentation for the competition for the scientific
production of Chief Assistant Stanislava Todorova, PhD shows that she has a sufficient number
of productions and not only meets, but in some indicators exceeds the national minimum
requirements for occupying the academic position of "associate professor”. She participated in
the competition with a total of 15 independent and co-authored publications (articles and reports
in journals and from scientific forums), realized after 2021, all of them after obtaining her
doctoral degree. The scientific output also includes 2 monographs. The distribution is shown in
the table below:

Associate Professor | Associate Professor
Group of reference number of | Candidate’s number
- Content . .
indicators points of points
Column 3 Column 4
A Indicator 1 50 50
B Indicator 2 - -
C Indicator 3 100 100
D Sum of indicators from 4 to 10 200 2125
E Sum of indicators from 11 to 13 50 55
F Sum of the indicators from 14 to the i i
end

The candidate has a total number of 417.5 points of the required minimum of 400 for
the academic position of "Associate Professor”, according to the Minimum National
Requirements under Art. 2 b, para. 2 and 3 of LDASRB, in area 1. Pedagogical sciences,
Professional direction 1.1. Theory and management of education, 1.2. Pedagogy, 1.3. Pedagogy
of teaching in ...

The problem areas developed by Chief Assistant Stanislava Todorova, PhD in her
publications outline several content cores, namely: the field of astronomical aspects, the theory
and methodology of teaching astronomy in educational institutions.

The presented scientific publications reveal her competence as a researcher and above
all as a practitioner and specialist, oriented towards the applied dimensions of the studied
phenomena. From the point of view of correspondence of the publications of the competition
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profile, publications directly referring to the Methodology of teaching about man and nature
are represented to a relatively lesser extent. More convincing are the results related to the
Pedagogy of the interaction between the child and the surrounding world and the projections of
the subject in a pedagogical context.

4. General characteristics of the applicant’s activity. Teaching and expert activity.

The candidate in the current competition demonstrates broad competence and the ability
to apply her knowledge in various environments — as a university lecturer, a tutor in continuing
qualification courses for teachers, as an expert on scientific and applied projects. For the
purposes of her teaching work, she developed her own lecture courses and programs (some of
which are designed for work in an electronic environment). The presented evidence and
arguments give me reason to categorically not question the above-mentioned merits and
personal contributions of Ch. Ass. Stanislava Todorova, PhD. The areas and the developments
where she emphasizes her scientific searches and aspirations, must find a place in the scientific
literature, so that pedagogical specialists, parents, and those interested in the issue can find their
answers.

5. Scientific contributions.
5.1. Regarding the topicality of the issue. Core merits and personal contribution.

Getting acquainted with her scientific works, one can unequivocally conclude that she
enchances the pedagogical knowledge in the field of the topics and issues developed by her.
The topics and areas developed by the candidate will inevitably contribute to the building of
the child's creative personality in harmony with the new complex and integrative-innovative
concepts in the spirit of the STEALM educational environment. Understanding the specific
dimensions, allow the contributions to be differentiated into two general groups: theoretical and
applied (practical) contributions.

6. Testimonials. Critical notes. Questions.

I have no critical notes. The scientific production provided for participation in the
competition does not contain weaknesses that would undervalue its merits.

As a recommendation, | can point out that she should expand her participation in
international educational projects. That is, to have an aspiration for/to popularize the results of
the research activity in publications in English and other languages. The research that she has
been exploring, developing and analyzing for years should be "heard" and multiplied for the
national and world scientific pedagogical community. Also, make the transition from preschool
to/between primary school levels visible in your subject area.

I wish Ch. Assistant S. Todorova to work actively with young people, researchers and
PhD students to pass on her accumulated valuable scientific experience.

The recommendations made are well-intentioned and constructive, they are definitely
not of such a nature as to dispute the contributions of the candidate for the academic position
of "Associate Professor".
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I have no questions.
7. Conclusion.

Considering the above, the review of the scientific output, as well as the demonstrated
expert and teaching activity of the candidate, it is evident that the candidate exhibits convincing
achievements that correspond to the requirements of the competition. The competence and
outstanding contributions of Ch. Assistant Stanislava Velichkova Todorova, PhD give me
reason to express my positive assessment of her candidacy in the current competition. It
fulfilled its obligations arising from the requirements of the Law on the Development of the
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB), the Regulations for the Implementation
of LDASRB, and the Regulations of "Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen, that is, it
meets the minimum national requirements under Art. 25 of LDASRB and art. 69, paragraph 1
and paragraph 2 of RILDASRB in the University of Shumen. All administrative procedures
have been followed. | am convinced that taking the academic position will be well-deserved
and will give her good opportunities for future scientific creativity and appearances as a teacher,
and the University a quality staff with a contribution to its prosperity.

| give my positive vote for the appointment of Stanislava Velichkova Todorova to the
academic position of ""Associate Professor' in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical
sciences, professional direction 1.3. Pedagogy of education in ... (Pedagogy of the “child -
surrounding world” interaction and Methodology of teaching about man and nature), Faculty
of Pedagogy of "Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen.

30.09.2022 Statement by: ...l
(Prof. Yuliya Doncheva, DSc)



