
STATEMENT 

 

by Assoc. Prof. Violeta Kyurkchiyska, PhD 

regarding the occupation of an academic position "Associate Professor" in the 

field of higher education 

1. Pedagogical sciences, Professional field 1.3. Pedagogy of teaching in 

(Pedagogy of the interaction “child-surrounding world” and Methodology of 

teaching about man and nature), announced by the ”Konstantin Preslavsky” 

University of Shumen in the State Gazette, no. 41/03.06.2022 for the needs of 

the "Preschool and Primary School Pedagogy" department at the Faculty of 

Pedagogy at the ”K. Preslavsky” University of Shumen 

 

1. Regarding the procedure of the competition and the candidate 

The competition for the occupation of the academic position of "Associate 

Professor" in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences, Professional 

field 1.3. Pedagogy of education in (Pedagogy of the interaction “child-

surrounding world” and Methodology of teaching about man and nature) at the 

Faculty of Pedagogy of the "Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen was 

announced in the "State Gazette", No. 41 of 03.06.2022. only one candidate 

participated in it, Chief Assistant Stanislava Velichkova Todorova, PhD. She 

submitted an application to the Rector of the university with all the required 

documents attached. From the reference for the fulfillment of the minimum 

national requirements under Article 2B, Paragraphs 2 and 3 of the LDASRB it is 

evident that the number of points (the total number being 417.5.) meets the 

requirements for holding the position of "associate professor". Therefore, the 

procedure is legal and can be finalized by the vote of the selection jury. 

Stanislava Velichkova Todorova graduated in 2013 with a Bachelor's 

degree in Preschool and Elementary School Pedagogy and in 2014 with a Master's 

degree in the Master's program: Innovations in Preschool and School Education. 

Since 2021, she has a master's degree in education management. 

In 2021, the candidate acquires the educational and scientific doctorate 

degree at "K. Preslavsky" University of Shumen, doctoral program Theory of 

Education and Didactics (PUNUP). 

Stanislava Todorova's professional career began with teaching activities as 

a kindergarten teacher. From 2020 until now, she has been working at "K. 



Preslavsky". In the period 1.09.2020–30.09.2021, she was a lecturer, and since 

1.10.2021 she is a chief assistant. 

2. Scientific production 

The problems interpreted in the scientific production of chief assistant 

Stanislava Todorova, PhD, is characterized by topicality, originality and 

innovation in both theoretical and practical aspects. 

The scientific publications with which Stanislava Todorova, PhD 

participated in the announced competition for the academic position of "associate 

professor", are: a monograph, a habilitation thesis - 1 pc.; a published book based 

on a successfully defended dissertation work for the award of a Doctor’s degree - 

1 pc.; articles – 15 pcs. . 

The thematic profile of the publications corresponds to the professional 

direction of the competition, in which chief assistant Stanislava Todorova, PhD 

participated. 

2.1. Monograph 

The monograph, which is the main habilitation work: "Modern trends and 

approaches of astronomical teaching in kindergarten and the primary stage of 

education", was published in 2022. 

The paper consists of an introduction, two chapters, lists of figures and 

appendices, abbreviations used and a conclusion. They seek answers to questions 

about modern trends and approaches to astronomy education for 

children/students. 

The author is motivated to investigate the modern trends and approaches of 

astronomical education of children as a new, additional opportunity for 

intensification and intellectualization of the educational process in kindergartens 

and the initial stage of primary education. A motive that is the result of the 

increased interest in astronomy and emotional empathy among children in the 

modern information age. 

In keeping with the psycho-physical and intellectual development of the 

modern digital generation, Chief Assistant Stanislava Todorova, PhD finds it 

necessary already at preschool age and subsequently at the initial stage for 

children to gain the idea that "the world (the vast Cosmos) is not what they see”. 

In the context of understanding that the world is vast and the planet Earth is a 

small part of it, it is necessary to build the idea in the child that it (the Earth) is 

small, but at the same time too important for this big world. In this sense, wonder 

at the Cosmos and a desire for children to absorb available astronomical 



knowledge should be evoked. Moreover, the author considers them as a basis for 

the formation of key competences. In the monographic work, the possibilities of 

the educational direction "The world around us" in preschool education, as well 

as the educational content of National Studies in I and II grades, Man and Nature 

in III and IV grades for building an astronomical culture are revealed. These are 

opportunities that place before the teachers the responsibility to provoke interest 

and create conditions for the realization of the set goals. This presupposes 

adequate professional training of teachers both in terms of general methodical and 

specific methodical skills. 

2.2. Published book 

Chief Assistant Stanislava Todorova, PhD participated in the competition 

for the academic position of “associate professor” with a published book based on 

her defended dissertation: "Formation of Astronomical Culture in Children". 

The presented work is distinguished by non-traditional problematics, which 

provokes the reader both from a didactic and a methodological point of view. With 

a strong practical approach, the book presents the educational program "Touch 

the sky" (first chapter of the text) for astronomical education of children aged 5-

7 years. A methodology for the formation of astronomical culture in children, 

tailored to the age specifics of development, is proposed. In the presented seven 

main topics related to astronomy, variant models for planning, organizing and 

conducting pedagogical interaction have been developed. 

The book "Formation of Astronomical Culture in Children" supports the 

work of the preschool teacher in the process of forming key competences in 

children from the preparatory group of the kindergarten. 

2.3. Articles 

There are 15 articles presented. Two of them are co-authored. 

Five of the articles have been published in collections of the department 

and yearbook of "K. Preslavsky" University of Shumen. 

Nine articles have been published in SocioBrains - International scientific 

refereed online journal with impact factor. 

The scientific production of Stanislava Todorova, PhD in the form of 

articles is aimed at: the professional training of teachers for the formation of 

astronomical culture (3,7,8,15); presentation of the educational astronomy 

program "Touch the Sky" (9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17). 

 



3. Citations 

The mentioned texts with which Stanislava Todorova participated in the 

competition are of interest to pedagogical specialists. Citations were noted in 6 

publications, of which: 5 in scientific publications, referenced and indexed in 

world-renowned databases of scientific information or in monographs and 

collective volumes and 1. in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals (according to 

the citation report submitted by the applicant). 

4. Contributions 

The contributional aspects presented by Chief Assistant Stanislava 

Todorova, PhD, specified in 13 points (reference to original scientific 

contributions), can be summarized in a theoretical-practical and experimental-

research plan. 

All of them correspond to the issues of the competition, namely: the place 

of astronomical education in kindergarten and the initial stage of basic education. 

The analysis made (about the essence and characteristic features of astronomy, 

the pedagogical aspects of astronomical education and the preparation of children 

and elementary teachers for its implementation), the presented author's models 

(for the study of modern aspects of development, content and organization of 

astronomical education in kindergarten and the initial stage of education, as well 

as the intended content with an astronomical orientation in the curricula), the 

analyzed methods and approaches (of the astronomical education of children in 

preschool and primary school age, with the structure and scope of the 

competences acquired through the astronomical education of children being 

deduced in classroom and extracurricular/extra astronomy activities), are the basis 

for organizing such a pedagogical interaction in which astronomical learning finds 

its place in the context of the formation of key competences. The developed 

educational program for astronomy education for children is helpful for 

kindergarten and elementary school teachers. 

5. Conclusion 

The studied published works of the candidate, the points of contribution as 

well as the report on the fulfillment of the minimum national requirements under 

Art. 2B, Para. 2 and 3 of the LDASRB give me reason to summarize the 

conclusion that substantiates my proposal for the election of the Chief Assistant 

Stanislava Velichkova Todorova, PhD, for the academic position "associate 

professor". 



The recommendation is in the direction of using the accumulated 

knowledge to conduct trainings with pedagogical specialists on the problems of 

forming an astronomical culture. 

Based on what is described and argued in the statement regarding the 

academic and research activity of Ch. assistant Stanislava Velichkova Todorova, 

PhD, I propose to the respected scientific jury to vote with a positive vote on her 

election to the academic position of "associate professor" in the field of higher 

education 1. Pedagogical sciences, Professional direction 1.3. Pedagogy of 

education in ... (Pedagogy of the interaction “child - surrounding world” and 

Methodology of teaching about man and nature), in the Faculty of Pedagogy of 

"Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen. 

 

 

4.10.2022                                            Statement by:………….………………….. 

/Assoc. Prof. Violeta Kyurkchiyska, PhD/ 


