
''KONSTANTIN PRESLAVSKY'' UNIVERSITY OF SHUMEN

FACULTY OF PEDAGOGY

STATEMENT

by Prof. Yordanka Stoyanova Peycheva, PhD

regarding the competition for the occupation of the academic position of "associate
professor" in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional
direction 1.3. Pedagogy of teaching in ... (Pedagogy of the interaction "child -
surrounding world" and Methodology of teaching about man and nature) for the needs
of the department of Preschool and Primary School Pedagogy at the Faculty of
Pedagogy at the "Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen, announced in the
State Gazette, no. 4110310612022

Only one candidate took part in the competition - Chief Assistant Stanislava
Velichkova Todorova, PhD.

I. Competition details

The competition for the academic position of "associate professor" at
"Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen by field of higher education l.
Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1.3. Pedagogy of teaching in
(Pedagogy of the interaction "child - surrounding world" and Methodology of
teaching about man and nature) for the needs of the Pre-school and Primary School
Pedagogy department at the Faculty of Pedagogy at "Konstantin Preslavsky"
University of Shumen, is in accordance with the requirements of the Law on the
Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations of
"Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen for the acquisition of scientific
degrees and holding academic positions.

II. Applicant data

Education

In 2013 Ch. assistant Stanislava Todorova, PhD graduated with a bachelor's
degree in Preschool and Primary School Pedagogy at "Konstantin Preslavsky"
University of Shumen.

In 2014, she obtained a Master's degree in the same major, master's program
"Innovations in preschool and primary education", and in 2021 the specialty in
Education Management, master's program: "Educational Management".



In 2016, she acquired the fifth professional qualification degree;

Her working career as a teacher covers the periods: 2013 - 2017 in the
"Svetulka" kindergarten and 2019 - 2021 - in the "Shturche" kindergarten.

In 2018-2019, she was a junior expert at the Astronomical Observatory of the
Shumen Municipality.

Chief assistant Todorova's academic csreer at the Shumen University began in
2020, initially as a teacher in the Department of TOPO and PUNUP. Since l.lO.2O2l
she holds the academic position of "chief assistant."

After a successfully defended dissertation on the topic "Building astronomical
concepts in 6-7 -year-old children with innovative technologies", she was awarded the
educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in Theory of Education ancl Didactics
(PLTNUP).

The following contribute to her professional competence as a university
lecturer and in the field of the competition's subject matter:

o practice as a teacher in primary school in the city of Shumen;
o work as a part-time assistant - during the period 2018-2020;
o a total of 20 participations in trainings, seminars and qualifications;
o participation in scientific research projects: 3 at the SNC, 6 at the kindergartens

where he works, 8 at the University of Shumen;
o participation in 10 scientific forums and conferences, 2 of which abroad - in

Romania under the Erasmus * program and in Hungary.

The presented set of materials includes all the documents required under Art.2b
of LDASRB and the Regulations for the Developrnent of the Academic Staff of
"Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen.

In order to participate in the competition, the candidate for the academic position
of "associate professor" has attached: t habilitation thesis - monograph, I book based
on a defended dissertation for the award of the educational and scientific degree
"doctor", 15 articles published in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals or in edited
collective volumes, of which 2 are co-authored, 5 cited in monographs and I in a non-
refereed peer-reviewed journal. The 417.5 points achieved by the candidate cover the
minimum national requirements under Art.2b of LDASRB.

III. Teaching and expert activity

Ch. assistant Todorova teaches academic disciplines in the field and the
professional direction of the competition: Natural Sciences, Pedagogy of the
interaction "child - sulrounding world", Theory of education, Preschool pedagogy,



Early childhood pedagogy, Game methodology, Methodology of teaching Bulgarian
language and literature in kindergartens, Current pedagogical practice and Internship
practice in kindergartens and NEO in the specialties PUNUP and PUP in bachelor's
majors; Pedagogy of the interaction "child - environment", Teaching curriculum on
The World Around Us, Man and nature, Man and society; Methodology of teaching
in The World Around Us, Man and nature, Man and society; Modern technologies in
teaching of The World Around Us, Man and nature , Man and Society, Internship
practice in kindergartens and NEO - in the specialty PUNUP, in master's majors.

In courses for the acquisition of additional professional qualification "Resource
teacher" at DIKPO Varna, she teaches Methodology of teaching The World Around
Us, National Studies, Man and Nature and Man and Society.

In her teaching practice Ch. assistant Todorova, PhD applies modern approaches
and forms of teaching.

Her expert activity includes the following: member of the Methodological Council
at the University of Shumen; member of the committee for accreditation of doctoral
programs according to the recommendations of the National Agency for Evaluation
and Accreditation of the doctoral program "Preschool Pedagogy"; teaching auditor at
the University of Shumen in the Faculty of Pedagogy; head of course for bachelors in
the PUNUP specialty and of masters in the INE specialty, member of commissions
for state exams.

IV. Research activity

The research activity of Ch. assistant Stanislava Todorova, PhD is aimed at
clarifying the theory and methodology of astronomical aspects in the construction of
ideas about nature in children in kindergarten and students in the initial stage of
education.

The presented scientific production shows awareness and professional competence
on the researched issues.

In the monographic work "Modern trends and approaches of astronomy
education in kindergarten and the initiat stage of educution" an author's
theoretically grounded methodological model for teaching astronomy in kindergarten
and the initial stage of education is presented as a necessary component of the
knowledge and ideas of children about objects and phenomena in nature.

The author's reasons for researching and creating a concept of astronomical
education as an additional opportunity for the intensification and intellectualization
of the educational process in kindergarten and the initial stage of education derive, on
the one hand, from the privilege of kindergartens and schools enshrined in the



Preschool and School Education Act to apply innovative and copyrighted program
systems, and on the other hand, the observed increased interest and emotional
empathy among children in the perception of astronomical knowledge.

The proposed methodology for astronomical education is based on the competence
approach and the application of innovative approaches and practices, which
correspond to modern trends in education.

The monographic work contributes to enriching the pedagogical experience of
teachers to familiarize and expand the ideas of children and elementary school
students about the world around them.

The book "Formution of Astronomical Culture in Children" presents an
educational program "Touch the Sky" for astronomical education of children aged 5-
7 years, which is the basis of her defended dissertation work for obtaining the
educational and scientific degree of "Doctor". The proposed methodology for the
formation of astronomical culture in children according to their age development is
innovative, it enriches the content and didactic aspects for the implementation of
teaching in the "The World Around Us" educational direction.

The articles canbe classified into two main groups:

The article, which systematizes and enriches the theoretical foundations of the
ideas of ancient civilizations about the Earth and the (Iniverse, has a theoretical
contribution in the field of the competition's subject matter. In this form, it can be
interesting and useful to pedagogical specialists in kindergarten and primary stage
when clarifying the Cosmos-Earth connection.

The candidate's publications present the results of a survey of parents' empathy,
as well as the opinion, competences and attitudes of teachers qbout the
implementation of astronomical education in kindergartens and the construction of
astronomical concepts in 6-7 -year-old children.

The second type are publications of a practicul-applied nature, ennching the
content and methodical aspects of learning about the environment at preschool age.
The articles and reports present innovative educational programs tested in a real
environment. To prove their effectiveness, a system of criteria and indicators has been
created. The obtained results have been published in a series of scientific papers. The
role, functions and competencies of the teacher necessary for the optimal
implementation of the programs are clarified. A special place is devoted to interaction
with parents.

The submitted scientific works are the personal work of the author and are in
accordance with the subject of the announced competition in the field of higher



education l. Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1.3. Pedagogy of teaching
in... (Pedagogy of the interaction "child-environment" and Methodology of teaching
about man and nature).

V. Scientific contributions of the candidate, which can be summarized on the
basis of the analysis:

. Systematrzation of information about the science of Astronomy, definition of
its subject field and scientific orientation.

o An analysis was made of the pedagogical aspects of astronomical training and
education, of the goals, tasks and main functions of astronomy as a science.

o A substantive and methodical model for astronomical education in kindergarten
and the primary stage of education, as well as the prospects for its
implementation, has been derived.

o Based on the analysis of the educational documentation with regard to the
content with an astronomical focus and the readiness of the children and
elementary teachers for its implementation, the aspects of the pedagogical
activity and the current approaches in the astronomical education of children
are brought out. An educational program for astronomical training of children
of preschool and primary school age has been developed and approved.

o The parameters of the competence approach when implementing astronomical
training of children in extracurricular educational activities or as additional
activities and occupations in astronomy are derived.

o A model has been shared for experiential research work for astronomical
training outside educational institutions, such as project activity in
kindergartens and NEO and other activities of an educational nature in the
Astronomical Centers.

Attached is a reference to registered citations - 5 in number, of which - I in a
monograph and 4 - in collective volumes with scientific review.

VI. Recommendations

My recommendation to Dr. Todorova is that in her future scientific activity, she
should expand the field of her research activity with other aspects of the subjects
related to the education of the Environment in preschool age, Native Studies and Man
and Nature in the elementary stage.

VII. Conclusion

The documents and materials presented by Ch. assistant Stanislava Velichkova
Todorova, PhD meet all the requirements of the Law on the Development of the
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB), the Regulations for the



Implementation of the LDASRB and the relevant Regulations of the "Konstantin
Preslavsky" University of Shumen, as well as the minimum national requirements for
the academic position of "associate professor" in the field of higher education 1.
Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1.3. Pedagogy of teaching in
(Pedagogy ofthe interaction "child-environment" and Methodology of teaching about
man and nature).

After getting acquainted with the materials and scientific works presented in the
competition, the analysis of their significance, scientific and scientific-applied
contributions, I find it reasonable to give my positive assessment and to recommend
the Scientific Jury to prepare a report-proposal to the Faculty Council of the Faculty
of Pedagogy for the election of Ch. Assistant Stanislava Velichkova Todorova, phD
at the academic position of "associate professor" at "Konstantin preslavsky"
University of Shumen, in: field of higher education 1. Pedagogical sciencis,
professional direction 1.3. Pedagogy of teaching in ... (Pedagogy ir*r" interaction
"child-environment" and Methodology of teaching about man and nature).
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