
NATIONAL MUSEUM  OF NATURAL HISTORY
Bulgarian Academy o f Sciences I, Blvd. Tsar Osvoboditt 1 ,1000 Sofia, Bulgaria
cell. ++359 877 089 048; e-mail: boev@nmnhs.com; zlat >zarboev@ gmail.com; zlatozarboev@ yahoo.com

REVIEW

on the competition for the academic position "Associate Professor" in field of higher 

education "4. Natural sciences, mathematics and informatics", professional field "4.3. 

Biological sciences (Biodiversity, ecological monitoring and control), announced in the 

"State Gazette", no. 37 of 17.05.2022

by Prof. Dr. Zlatozar Boev, DSc., Head of the Vertebrate Animals Department of the 

National Museum of Natural Histor, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

This review was prepared according to the "Regulations for the development of the academic 

staff at the University of Shumen "Bishop Konst intin Preslavski"" (ed. 1, ed. Editorial 

23/26.11.2021).

1. General data on the candidate's career and themi tic development

According to the competition, within the legally announced deadline, only one candidate has 

submitted valid documents - Chief Assistant Professor Teodora Veselinova Koinova from 

Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" with 8 years of work experience at the 

university. Since she entered the Shumen University in 2014, her entire scientific activity has 

been fulfilled in the Faculty of Natural Sciences.

The "thematic development of the candidate" is quite curvilinear. Her higher education is from 

the Faculty of Economics of the University of Economics in Varna (specialty "Corporate 

Business and Management"), her master's degree is wiih an emphasis on the ecology of medicinal 

plants, her bachelor's degree is on ecology and envirc nmental protection, her doctoral degree is 

on ecological analysis of soils and waters, and in the current competition the emphasis is on 

vertebrates (amphibians, reptiles, mammals).
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In the current competition, the candidate, apart from he dissertation work for the acquisition of 

the PhD degree (2019), presents 19 scientific works. All represent scientific publications in 

printed specialized scientific publications, which fornally correspond to the professional field 

"4.3. Biological sciences (Biodiversity, ecological mo litoring and control) the scientific specialty 

except one -  publication No. 16: Koleva, V., Dragoe' a, A., Nanova, Zh., Koynova, T. (2016) A 

study on current status of herbal utilization in Bulgaria: Part 2 - Safety concerns. Journal of 

Ethnopharmacology, 183(13), 123-127. http://dx.doi.Org/10.1016/j.jep.2016.02.033. All of them 

were published in the period 2019-2022, i.e. after the defense of her PhD dissertation work. It 

should be noted that the PhD thesis ("Ecologica analysis of soils and waters from the 

"Shumensko Plateau" nature park using cytogenetic biomarkers") falls within the same 

professional field.

The main part of Dr. T. Koinova's research is in the field of vertebrate zoology, and in particular - 

batrachology and herpetology. O f the 19 papers presented, 13 fall into these two areas. We can 

refer them to the "Biodiversity" component of the p ofessional field "4.3. Biological Sciences'. 

The remaining 6 publications can be attributed to tie  "Environmental monitoring and control" 

component.

Assistant Professor T. Koinova groups her main con ributions in 9 points, 6 of which are in the 

field of horology, fauna and ecology of vertebrates (amphibians, reptiles and mammals).

Of special importance for faunistics are the conti ibutions (co-authored) in establishing the 

extension of the ranges o f 5 species of amphibians ard reptiles in Bulgaria. The candidate is also 

a co-author in one of the two publications that in 202 reported on self-spreaded Eurasian beavers 

0Castor fiber) in the country. Contributions in the field of ecology and biology of certain species 

of amphibians and reptiles are also valuable, e.g. the thermoregulation of the Balkan Spadefoot 

Toad (Pelobates balcanicus) or the prey capture mechanisms of the Danube crested newt 

(Triturns dobrogicus), etc. A rare case of amplexus (copulatory covering) between 

representatives of different orders of amphibians -  caudatans and anurans - was also found, 

which, however, was called interspecific.

Contribution No. 9: "For the first time, the opinion ( f  the Bulgarian population was investigated 

(through a representative random sample) regarding the safety of herbs and their use." has no

2. Main fields in the candidate's research work and most important scientific contributions
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connection with the subject of the announced competition. That's why publication No. 16 should 

be rejected of consideration.

A "Reference of Original Scientific Contribution!" is provided, but no confirmatory 

results/contributions achieved are reported. The ex stence of such is, in my opinion, is 

indisputable.

3. Significance of the obtained results

The researches were conducted at a modern scientific level and their results are well accepted by 

the world scientific community in the respective scientific fields. The candidate has found 29 

citations of his works, all of which are in refereed journals (Web of Science, Scopus). With this, 

the average citation rate of the publications is 1.31 citat ions/paper. (Citations given are to printed 

editions only. Citations to electronic sources are not indicated.). Another list of "Noted citations" 

containing data on 72 citations is given in the applicant'» CV.

The works presented have been published in 10 countries in Europe, Asia, North America and 

Africa: Bulgaria, Great Britain, Germany, India, Nigeria, Poland, Romania, USA, France and 

South Africa. All papers have been peer-reviewed.

The "Reference o f Original Scientific Contributions' claims that "18 scientific papers were 

submitted for participation in the competition", but the number o f papers is actually 19. It also 

states that "Four of the scientific publications are without co-authors.", which does not 

correspond to the bibliography. All articles in it are co authored. In the same list it is noted: "In 

ten of them, the first author is Teodora Veselinova K Dinova.". In fact, T. Koynova is the first 

author in 11 of the works presented. At the same time, is part of her autobiography, Dr. Koinova 

has presented another "Complete bibliographic list of Dublications", in which she provides data 

on 30 scientific works and 33 participations with report:; in national and foreign scientific forums. 

Here, for the second time, we come across a kind of "double game", which runs counter to 

scientific principles.

Some of the research has a fundamental character. For example, the study of the trophic 

relationships of the Agile frog (Rana dalmatina), the European newt (Lissotriton vulgaris), the 

Mediterranean thin-toed gecko (Mediodactylus danilewskii), etc. with other components of zoo- 

/biocenoses are precisely such.
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4. Most significant scientific and applied achievements and their social significance

The scientific and applied significance of the research ;s of the assistant professor Dr. T. Koynova 

is primarily based on the economic and biocenotic irrportance of amphibians and reptiles, which 

are the main object of her research. For example, new data on the distribution of amphibians and 

reptiles increase the conservation status of the areas under consideration.

Publication No. 1 (19): “Koynova, T., Koleva, V., >agoeva, A. P., Natchev, N. (2022) Peri- 

Urban National Parks as Green Spaces for Recreation: A Case Study of Nature Park Shumen 

Plateau. In I. Management Association (Ed.), Research Anthology on Supporting Healthy Aging 

in a Digital Society (pp. 1400-1413). IGI Global https://doi.org/10.4018/978-l-6684-5295-

0.ch079' is in fact a research with a strong app ied significance concerning the use and 

importance of suburban parks, although only one side was evaluated (their importance for the 

population). Their role in the protection of biodiversity' in this case remained outside the scope of 

the study. And it has a much more direct connection with the theme of the announced 

competition.

Publication No. 4: Koynova, T., Marinova, P., Stanchev, N., Natchev, N., Jablonski, D. (2021) 

New records of Xerotyphlops vermicularis (Merrem, 1820) indicate the northernmost locality of 

the species in the Balkans Peninsula. Check List, 17(6), 1623-1626.

https://doi.Org/10.15560/17.6.1623: The finding of a lew isolated locality, far remoted from the 

rest of the range of the European blind (worm) snake (Xerotyphlops vermicularis) in Bulgaria 

near the Elenite Resort, has, in addition to fundamertal, great applied significance. The species 

has a high conservation status and the locality is the jeriphery of the range (the northernmost in 

Europe). It lies in an area highly threatened by uibanization with significant anthropogenic 

impact. The establishment of the species is important for its conservation at this key point of its 

distribution and will contribute to the conservation of :he area's biodiversity.

Publication No. 6: "Koynova, T., Koleva, V. (2021) Visitors' opinions on the environmental 

protection in Shumen Plateau Nature Park from the legative anthropogenic impact of a nearby 

city, Bulgaria. Ecological Questions, 32(3), 59-65." a so has an applied significance. She studies 

the public opinion on the preservation and damage )f one of the Bulgarian nature parks - the 

Shumensko Plateau. Public opinion is a very important factor for the generation and
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implementation of environmental protection activities, and nature protection based on scientific 

facts is the direct use (application) of the results of a scientific research.

Publication No. 7: Natchev, N., Nedyalkov, N., Kascliieva, M., Koynova, T. (2021) They are 

Back: Notes on the Presence and the life Activities of the Eurasian Beaver (Castor fiber L. 1758) 

from the Territory of Bulgaria. Ecologia Balkanica, 13( I), 173-175. has important applied (nature 

protection) importance for the protection of the beavjr, established in a number of places in 

Northern Bulgaria, especially considering the negative attitude o f part of the local population 

towards this species.

Scientific and applied results/contributions can also be lound in other of the works presented.

5. Demonstrated skills and aptitude for leading scientific research

The published (albeit co-authored) scientific results, as well as their citation in a number of 

countries, are an indirect proof of their importance, inc . and on the applicant's ability to conduct 

research. The leadership of such can be judged on the basis of the 11 publications in which Dr. T. 

Koynova is the lead (first) author in the author collective.

6. Role of the candidate for the training of young scientific personnel

The applicant has not provided evidence of the training of young scientific personnel. As a part- 

time assistant, teacher and chief assistant at Shumen Jniversity, Dr. Koinova has participated, 

according to her qualifications, in the process of teaching students at the Faculty of Natural 

Sciences.

7. Profile of the research work

The candidate's profile is clearly defined by the subjeci of his scientific publications. All of them 

(with one exception) completely fall within the field jf  higher education "4. Natural Sciences, 

mathematics and Informatics", professional field '4.3. Biological sciences (Biodiversity, 

ecological monitoring and control).



8. Some notes

(Not in order of importance)

1. "Agile frog" and "Fire Salamander" are written in lowercase letters in Bulgarian.

2. Although a "Declaration of Authorship" is attached, given the co-authorship of all 19 

papers in the competition, it would not be supt rfluous to indicate: "(in co-authorship)" in 

the "Reference of Original Scientific Contributions" after the relevant contribution.

3. Publication No. 16 has no relation to the subject of the announced contest and should be 

rejected of consideration.

9. Reasoned conclusion

Dr. T. Koynova meets the minimum State requirements according to the Law for the 

Development of the Academic Staff regarding all scie ntometric indicators. With a total number 

of 401 points, she satisfies the requirement for a minim jm number of 400 points.

Based on the outstanding scientific, scientific-applied and teaching contributions, I believe that 

Assistant Professor Dr. Teodora Koinova, fully meeis the specified criteria for obtaining the 

academic position "Associate Professor" in the field of higher education "4. Natural Sciences, 

mathematics and Informatics", professional field '4.3. Biological sciences (Biodiversity, 

ecological monitoring and control) of Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski". The 

materials presented by the candidate for the competition cover all the required scientometric 

indicators.

Therefore, I strongly suggest to the honorable Faculty Council of Shumen University "Bishop 

Konstantin Preslavski" to vote "yes" for the candidate to receive this academic position.

Sofia, 08/08/2022

Reviewer:

(Zlatozar Boev)
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