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Subject:

Procedure for obtaining the academic post "associate professor" in the field of
higher education 4. Natural sciences, mathematics and informatics, professional

direction 4.3. Biological Sciences

(Biodiversity, ecological monitoring and control) to the department Biology,

Faculty of Natural Sciences, "Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen

By order of the Rector No. RD-16-130111.07.2022, I have been appointed as a

member of the Scientific Jury to prepare a review regarding the announced in State

Gazette no.3711710512022, competition for taking the academic position "docent"

in the field of higher education 4. Natural sciences, mathematics and informatics,

professional direction 4.3. Biological sciences (Biodiversity, ecological monitoring

and control). The only one candidate for the announced competition is Assist. Prof.

doctor Teodora Veselinova Koinova.

Brief biographical data:

The candidate for the announced procedure, Dr. Teodora Koinova, graduated from

secondary school in 2004 at a High School with teaching of foreign languages

"Nikola Vaptsarov" - town of Shumen with German and English language profile,

mathematics and literature. Dr. Teodora Koinova, obtained an OKS bachelor's

degree in administrative management in 2009 at New Bulgarian University. In 201 1

also acquired a master's degree in Economics - Economist in Economics from Varna

University. In 2014, she graduated from the OKS bachelor's degree in ecology at

"Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen. In August 2015, she was enrolled

as a full-time doctoral student at the "biology" department of "Konstantin
Preslavsky" University of Shumen and successfully defended her dissertation in

March 2019 obtaining a PhD in "Ecology and Environmental Protection" .In 2021,

after winning a competition, she was chosen for Assist. Prof in Department

"Biology" of Shumen University. Dr. Koinova has extensive experience in the field



of ecology and economy, displayed by the fact that she worked in various companies

and institutions. She worked in: Ministry of foreign affairs, National Association of

Municipalities in the Republic of Bulgaria, Unicredit Bulbank - Shumen, TVT

Holding - Sofia, Societe General Expressbank AD - Shumen - as an intern; Madara

AD - city Shumen - as Accountant planning materials; Chukhal EOOD - Sofia -
ornithologist; Naumani EOOD - town of Shumen - manager and AIPSMP and in Dr.

Koinova EOOD - Shumen as a data entry operator.

Teaching activity: Dr. Teodora Koynova began her teaching activity in 2014 as a

part-time assistant to the "Biology" Department of the Shumen University. Ln2017

she was appointed as a assistent and to present day she works in the "biology"

department as an Assist. Prof. The candidate conducts lectures and exercises with

students from different specialties and faculties as following:

OKS "Buclrelor"

1. Basic concepts and principles in modern biology for specialty Ecology and

environmental protection;

2. Genetics and evolutionary theories for Geography major and biology;

3. General and population genetics for the specialty Ecology and environmental

protection;

4. General genetics and TEU for Geography and Biology;

5. General genetics and TEU for the specialty Biology and Chemistry;

6. Ecology for the specialty Ecology and environmental protection;

7. Ecology for the specialty Biology and Chemistry;

8. Ecology for Geography and Biology;

9. Ecology for Geodesy specialty;

10. Environmental monitoring for the specialty Ecology and conservation of
environment;

1 1. Environmental legislation and norms for the specialty Ecology and

environmental protection;

12. Protected areas for the specialty Biology and Chemistry;



13. Molecular population and ecosystem ecology for specialty Ecology and
environmental protection;

14. Anatomy and physiology of higher nervous activity for specialty Pedagogy;

15. Genetics and selection of plants for the specialty Plant Protection;

16. Systematics of plants with foundations of phytocenology for specialty Ecology
and environmental protection;

17. Botany II part for specialty Plant protection;

18. Botany Part II for Geography and Biology.

OKS t'Mastertl

1. Ecology for the specialty Ecology of medicinal plants;

2. Environmental legislation and norms for the specialty Ecology of medicinal
plants;

3. Application of GIS in ecology for the specialty Ecology of medicinal plants;

4.Legal protection of biological resources in the Republic of Bulgaria for specialty
Ecology of Medicinal Plants;

5. Small and medium business of medicinal plants for specialty Ecology of
medicinal plants;

6. Anthropogenic impacts on protected areas for specialty Ecosystem Management
and Protection.

Procedure data:

An extremely good impression is made by the way of arrangement and submission
of the documents in the competition. Doctor Koynova meets the necessary
requirements of the legislation and I had not detected violations of the current
regulatory requirements.

Research activity:

Dr. Teodora Koinova is the author of 29 scientific publications, of which 2l are in
magazines with IF, 21 - in scientific journals with quartiles (3 publications in
journals with Ql, 2 publications - Q2; 12 publications - e3; 4 with - e4) and 7 posts
visible Web of sciences without quartile. In ten of them, Teodora Veselinova
Koinova. is the first author. In four of the scientific publications the candidate is the



only author. She is the author of a book chapter on Peri-Urban National Parks as

G..e, Spaces for Recreation: A Case Study of Nature Park Shumen Plateau' In I'

Management Association (Ed.), Research Anthology on Supporting Healthy Aging

in a Digital Society (pp. 1400- l4!3)." There are 33 abstract submissions in

International and national scientific conferences. Doctor Koinova's scientific

publications have been cited 72 times by Scopus data, indicating that the author is

seriously recognizable in the international scientific networks' She has an h index of

3. she participated in 16 scientific projects, of which- 1 international; 4 national

and 11 projects financed by Shumen University'

A general review of scientific papers shows that they cover fully the requirements

according to the legislation for the acquisition of the scientific title associate

professor and are in the field of the announced procedure.

Scientifi c contributions:

1. The expansion of the range of the populations of:

) Balkan Spadefoot Toad (Pelobates balcanicusKaraman, 1928);

) Erhard's waIl L\zard(Podarcis erhardii Bedriaga, 1876);

>' worm snake (xerotyphlops vermicularis Merem, 1820);

) Bulgarian Bent-toed Geck o (Mediodactylus danilewskii Strauch, 1887)'

2. The habitat with the highest altitude in Bulgaria for the Fire-bellied Toad

(Bombina bombina Linnaeus ,1761) was established;

3. A model for documentation of the Bulgarian Bent-toed Gecko (Mediodactylus

danilewskri Strauch, 1887) from nonprofessional environmentalists was developed

and that allowed for inclusion of citizen science in the assess the species' distribution

range;

4. The reoccurrence of the European beaver (Castor fiber L' 1758) on the territory

of Bulgaria was detected after more than 150 years;

5. A long-term monitoring of the population of the Agile Frog (Rana dalmatina

Fitzinger in Bonaparte, 1838) on the territory of the Nature Park Shumen Plateau

was carried out. For the first time on the territory of Bulgaria and for the second time

in the world, an amplexus between specimens form different subclasses of

amphibians was detected. A study on the feeding spectrum of the Agile Frog during

late winter and early spring was performed;



6. For the first time were investigated the feeding kinematics and other specifics in

the feeding behavior in the Danube Crested Newt (Triturus dobrogicus Kiritzescu,

1903) during different ontogenetic stages. This is the first study of larval feeding

behavior for the genus, based on high-speed video recordings;

7. The first hydrobiological study of the river-reservoir ecosystem "Dulgachka

River - Ovcharovo Reservoir" was performed;

8. A new approach was used for the assessment of the social impact and importance

of suburban parks for visitors as green areas for outdoor recreation on Bulgarian

territory. The assessment of visitors to the Nature Park Shumen Plateau regarding

the negative anthropogenic influence of the adjacent city was investigated;

9. The attitude of the Bulgarian population regarding the safety of herbs and their

use was investigated (through a representative random sample).

The contributions of Dr. Koinova's as presented are original and evocative respect

for a built teacher, scientist and specialist.

Conclusion:

Based on the materials provided to me for preparation of a review regarding the

candidate for the competition with JSC "associate professor" of Teodora Koynova,

after acareful analysis of all documents, I accept the candidacy of the participant in

the procedure as fully worthy for this position and recommending to the members of
the respected Scientific Jury to vote positively for Dr. Theodora Koinova, as I myself

will convincingly do. I personally know Dr. Koinova as a person which always dealt

with professionalism to the scientific and teaching activities, the participation and in

scientific projects and conferences organized by "Konstantin Preslavski" University

of Shumen. For me, she is a fully formed scientist in the field of professional

direction 4.3. Biological Sciences and covers completely the indicators of the

legislations. Her promotion to the academic position of associate professor will
undoubtedly contribute to increasing the quality of the academic staff of the

"Biology" Department at "Konstantin Preslavski" University of Shumen. I wish Dr.

Koinova a lot of scientific and professional success.

27.08.2022

Shumen

Prof. Dr. Tsveteslava Ivanova
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