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A  S T A T E M E N T  

on the materials submitted for participation in a procedure for the academic position „Associate 

Professor” by field of higher education 4. Natural Sciences, Mathematics and Informatics, 

professional field 4.3. Biological Sciences (Biodiversity, ecological monitoring and control), 

announced by Bishop Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen 

in the State Gazette No. 37/17.05.2022 

 

 

Candidate for participation in the procedure: Chief Assistant Teodora Veselinova Koynova, 

PhD, Bishop Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen 

Prepared the statement: Prof. Dimcho Zahariev Ivanov, PhD, Bishop Konstantin Preslavsky 

University of Shumen, designated as a member of the scientific jury by Order No. RD-16-130 from 

11.07.2022 of the Rector of Bishop Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen 

 

1. Brief biographical data. 

Chief Assistant Professor Teodora Veselinova Koynova, PhD, received a bachelor's degree 

at the New Bulgarian University in 2009 with the qualification "economist". She received a master's 

degree in economics from the University of Economics - Varna in 2011. After that, she focused on 

education in the field of ecology and received a bachelor's degree from Bishop Konstantin 

Preslavski University of Shumen in 2014. In 2019, she obtained an educational and scientific degree 

"doctor" in the scientific specialty "Ecology and environmental protection". She worked as an intern 

at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2006), National Association of Municipalities in the Republic of 

Bulgaria (2007), Unicredit Bulbank, Shumen (2008), TVT Holding, Sofia and Societe Generale 

Expressbank AD, Shumen (2009). She worked successively at Madara AD, Shumen (2010), Chuhal 

EOOD, Sofia (2010-2012), Naumani EOOD, Shumen (2011-2012) and AIPSMP Dr. Koinova 

EOOD, Shumen (2012-2018). In the period 2014-2017, she was a part-time Assistant Professor at 

Bishop Konstantin Preslavski University of Shumen. In 2017, she was appointed as a lecturer, and 

from 2021 - as a Chief Assistant Professor at the same University. 

 

2. Fulfillment of the requirements for occupying the academic position.  

The minimum national requirements for occupying the academic position "Associate 

Professor", according to Art. 2b of ZRASRB, para. 2 and 3, are fulfilled. 

According to group of indicators "A" Chief Assistant Professor Teodora Koynova, PhD, 

has successfully defended a dissertation for the award of Doctor of Philosophy, which is certified by 

a copy of the diploma issued by Bishop Konstantin Preslavski University of Shumen in 2019. This 

ensures the receipt of the required 50 points in this group. 

According to group "B" indicators, 6 articles in scientific journals are presented, which 

are referenced and indexed in world-famous databases with scientific information (Web of Science 

and Scopus), equivalent to a habilitation work. Five of the publications were in Q3 quartile 

scientific journals and one was in a Q1 quartile scientific journal. All necessary requirements have 

been met and the required 100 points have been obtained. 

According to group "Г" indicators, 12 articles in scientific journals, referenced and 

indexed in world-famous databases with scientific information (Web of Science and Scopus) and 1 

chapter of a book, outside of the habilitation work, are presented. Of these, two articles are in 

scientific journals with quartile Q1, 6 articles are in scientific journals with quartile Q3 and 4 

articles are in scientific journals with quartile Q4. The distribution of scientific journals selected for 

publication is as follows: 

In Bulgaria: 

Ecologia Balkanica – 3 articles 
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Abroad: 

Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution (Switzerland) – 1 article 

PeerJ (United States) – 1 article 

Ecological Questions (Poland) – 1 article 

Herpetology Notes (Germany) – 3 articles 

Herpetological Review (United States) – 1 article 

Check List (Brazil) – 1 article 

Zoodiversity (Ukraine) – 1 article 

Various scientific journals have been selected for publication, both in Bulgaria and abroad. 

The following have the highest impact factor: Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution (Switzerland) 

with IF2021=4.493, SJR2021=1.301, Q1 and PeerJ (United States) with IF2021=3.061, SJR2021=0.766, 

Q1. 

Chief Assistant Professor Teodora Koynova, PhD, is the first author in 8 publications, the 

second author in 1 publication and the third or subsequent author in 3 publications. This distribution 

is very balanced and shows a built-in ability to work in a team. The number of publications in 

which she is the first author (2/3 of the total number) is proof of her ability to lead both the conduct 

of the research work and the process of publishing the obtained results. 

With the required 200 points she has 203 points in this group. 

According to group "Д" indicators, a list and supporting material for a total of 25 citations 

in journal articles, which are referenced and indexed in world-renowned databases of scientific 

information (Web of Science and Scopus), are attached. A total of 10 publications were cited, and 

one of them, which has 9 citations, deserves special attention. The remaining citations are 

distributed as follows: 1 publication with 4 citations, 1 publication with 3 citations, 1 publication 

with 2 citations, and 6 publications with 1 citation. All this gives grounds for obtaining the required 

50 points in this group. 

The total number of points for all indicator groups is 403 out of a required 400 points. 

 

3. Main directions in the research work.  

The research work of Chief Assistant Professor Teodora Koynova, PhD, after defending her 

doctoral dissertation, focused on two main areas: 1. Horology of amphibians and reptiles 

(publications B1, B2, B4, B6, D8, D9, D10, D11), 2. Ethology and nutritional spectrum of 

amphibians (publications Г2, Г3, Г4, Г5, Г12). In addition to these, she has conducted research in 

other areas: 1. Ethnobotany (publication B3), 2. Hydrobiological monitoring and assessment of the 

ecological state (publication Г1), and 3. Interaction between the suburban park environment and 

man (a book chapter, publication Г7). 

 

4. Assessment of scientific and scientific-applied contributions. 

Scientific contributions: 

 The expansion of the range of 4 species of amphibians and reptiles in Bulgaria has been 

established; 

 The habitat with the highest altitude in Bulgaria of Bombina bombina Linnaeus, 1761 has 

been established; 

 A model was developed to document Mediodactylus danilewskii Strauch, 1887 by 

volunteers and incorporate citizen science to estimate the species' range; 

 The return after more than 150 years of Castor fiber L., 1758 on the territory of Bulgaria 

has been established; 

 For the first time, a long-term monitoring of the population of Rana dalmatina Fitzinger 

in Bonaparte, 1838 was carried out on the territory of the Shumen Plateau Nature Park; 

 For the first time on the territory of Bulgaria and for the second time in the world, 

amplexus was established between Rana dalmatina Fitzinger in Bonaparte, 1838 and Salamandra 
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salamandra Linnaeus, 1758; 

 For the first time, a study was carried out on feeding kinematics and other specifics in 

feeding behavior in Triturus dobrogicus Kiritzescu, 1903 during different ontogenetic stages. This 

is the first study of larval feeding behavior of representatives of the genus that has been carried out 

using high-speed video recording. 

Scientific and applied contributions: 

 For the first time, the opinion of the Bulgarian population (through a representative 

random sample) was investigated regarding the safety of herbs and their use; 

 For the first time in Bulgaria, an assessment was made of the social impact and 

importance of suburban parks for visitors as green areas for outdoor recreation; 

 For the first time, the assessment of visitors to the Shumen Plateau Nature Park regarding 

the negative anthropogenic influence of the adjacent large city (Shumen) was investigated; 

 For the first time, a hydrobiological study of a river-reservoir ecosystem, Dulgachka 

River - Ovcharovo Reservoir, was carried out. 

 

5.  Evaluation of additional indicators. 

5.1. Participation in research and educational projects. 

In the period 2013-2022, Chief Assistant Professor Teodora Koynova, PhD, participated in 1 

international, 3 national and 11 university research projects. Apart from them, she is also a 

participant in an educational project related to the promotion of the European ecological network 

"Natura 2000" in the Shumen region. A very good impression is made by the fact that the first 2 

participations in university research projects were during her studies at the Bachelor's degree at 

Bishop Konstantin Preslavski University of Shumen. 

 

5.2. Participation in scientific forums. 

The results of the research activity are presented with a total of 33 participations in scientific 

forums. The first 4 appearances were during her bachelor's studies at Bishop Konstantin Preslavski 

University of Shumen, which speaks of her activeness as a student. 

 

5.3. Teaching and learning activity. 

From the presented report on the additional indicators under Art. 57a, para. 2 of the 

PPZRASRB, it can be seen that Chief Assistant Professor Teodora Koynova, PhD, has an active 

educational and teaching activity in various disciplines in the educational and qualification degree 

"Bachelor" and educational and qualification degree "Master" in the period 2014–2022. This period 

is completely sufficient for the acquisition of the necessary knowledge and for the development of 

skills to guarantee the degree of preparation for occupying the academic position of "Associate 

Professor". 

 

5.4. Participation in publishing collectives of scientific journals. 

In the period 2017-2022 Chief Assistant Professor Teodora Koynova, PhD, is the Technical 

Editor of the Collection of Abstracts from the Student Scientific Conference "Ecology and 

Environment", organized by Bishop Konstantin Preslavski University of Shumen. 

 

5.5. Organizational activity. 

She is the course leader of the specialty "Ecology and Environmental Protection", 

educational and qualification degree "Bachelor" in the period 2018-2022. 

 

6. Evaluation of the candidate's personal contribution. 

In the presented scientific production, the personal contribution of Chief Assistant Professor 

Teodora Koynova, PhD, is convincing. This is proven both by the large number of publications in 
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which she is the first author, and by the specified scientific and scientific-applied contributions. The 

joint publications are a good proof of her ability to work in a team. 

 

7. Critical remarks and recommendations. 

I recommend to Chief Assistant Professor Teodora Koynova, PhD, to continue her active 

research activity with the same enthusiasm. 

 

8. Conclusion. 

The materials presented under the announced procedure by Chief Assistant Professor 

Teodora Koynova, PhD, fully comply with the minimum national requirements for holding the 

academic position of "Associate Professor" of ZRASRB. Scientific publications and established 

citations are sufficient in number and quality, and many of the contributions are original and 

significant. 

In conclusion, I give my POSITIVE assessment and propose to the esteemed scientific jury 

to vote positively, and to the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Natural Sciences to choose Chief 

Assistant Professor Teodora Veselinova Koynova, PhD, of the academic position "Associate 

Professor" by field of higher education 4. Natural Sciences, Mathematics and Informatics, 

professional field 4.3. Biological Sciences (Biodiversity, ecological monitoring and control) for the 

needs of the Biology Department to the Faculty of Natural Sciences of Bishop Konstantin 

Preslavsky University of Shumen. 

 

 

 

August 29, 2022    Member of the scientific jury: 

                                    (Prof. Dimcho Zahariev, PhD) 


