
OPINION

on a contest for the occupation of an academic position "Associated Professor", announced by

Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" in the higher education field 4. Natural

sciences, mathematics and informatics, professional direction 4.3. Biological sciences

(Biodiversity, ecological monitoring and control), published in the State Gazette, no. 37 of

17.05.2022, with candidate Dr. Teodora Vesselinova Koynova

by Assoc. Professor Dr. Tihomir Roussinov Stefanov, "Vertebrates" Department at the National

Museum of Natural History - BAS

The candidate, Dr. Teodora Koynova, has submitted all the necessary documents in accordance

with the requirements of LDAS, the Regulations for its implementation and the Regulations for

the development of the academic staff of the Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski".

She participated in the competition with l8 scientific papers, all of which were published in

scientific publications, referenced and indexed in Web of Science and/or Scopus. In ten of them,

the candidate is the first author, and four of the scientific papers are authored only by her.

Twenty-five citations are also presented. Thus, in accordance to the minimum national

requirements, Dr. Teodora Koynova collects enough points on all indicators.

The candidate has indicated nine original scientific contributions, mainly in the field of faunistics.

They expand knowledge on the distribution of a number of species of amphibians and reptiles, as

well as the ecological and biological features of the Agile frog (Rana dalmatina) and the Danube

crested newt (Triturus dobrogiczs). Some of the contributions are in the field of hydrobiology

and environmental protection and are related to an assessment of the social impact and

importance of suburban parks for visitors as green areas for outdoor recreation.

The candidate's biographical data shows her extensive teaching experience, accumulated over the

past l0 years at the Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski". Dr. Koynova completed

three bachelor's degrees and one master's degree before defending her PhD thesis in 2019. This,

as well as the holding of various working positions outside her academic career, attests to the

candidate's excellent communication and organizational skills.



According to everything stated so far, I consider that the candidate, Dr. Teodora Koynova, covers

all scientific indicators and fully meets the defined criteria for occupying the academic position

"Associate professor" in professional direction 4.3. Biological Sciences (Biodiversity,

Environmental Monitoring and Control). In this regard, I confidently give my positive assessment

and recommend to the respected scientific jury to elect Dr. Koynova as an Associate professor in

the Department of Biology atthe Faculty of Natural Sciences of the Shurnen University "Bishop

Konstantin Preslavski".
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