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1. Data for the doctoral student and the doctoral program

Dimitar Videnov graduated in the specialty “History and Geography” at the University of
Veliko Tarnovo "St. St. Cyril and Methodius . On January 14, 2019, he was enrolled as a
part-time doctoral student in the doctoral program History of Bulgaria (History of the
Bulgarian Revival) at the Department of History and Archeology — Faculty of Humanities
with research supervisor Prof. Dr. Rositsa Angelova. By Rector's order of January 12, 2022,
he was dismissed with the right to defense the educational and scientific degree "Doctor. The
information provided shows that the doctoral program was completed on time and no
violations were committed.

2. General characteristics and structure of the dissertation work

The dissertation work of Dimitar Videnov contains 230 pages - introduction, four chapters
with nine paragraphs, conclusion, bibliography, attached photographs and archival
documents.

The chosen topic is dissertable. Although regional, it is scientifically significant because it is
the first comprehensive study of the educational movement of Bulgarians in Haskovo and the
region - settlements in a geographical area with distinctive characteristics in socio-economic
and cultural development of Bulgarian territories during the Revival. In general Bulgarian
plan, the development of the Revival secular education, the activities of community
centers/chitalishtes, women's and students' societies have been studied in detail, but there are
still relatively few regional studies on this issue. From this point of view, the choice of topic
for dissertation research is successful, with important scientific significance, as the regional
complements and gives the nuances of the national.



The introduction provides an overview of the development of the Bulgarian educational
movement during the Revival, sets out the reasons for choosing a topic related to the author's
in-depth research interest, formulates the main aim and sub-aims related to it, the tasks in
connection with their frealisation, chronological and territorial boundaries, the methodology
used, the source base of the research, a brief historiographical overview of the publications on
the topic is attached. In addition to the introduction comes a detailed examination of the role
of the Revival teachers (pp. 5-7), the first community centers/cnitalishtes and other societies
founded in the Bulgarian lands (p. 8), as well as the brief historical background for the town
of Haskovo (p. 10) - facts traced in the separated chapters that follow.

The exposition is structured according to the set goals and specific research tasks and the
chapters have a well-balanced volume of material. The titles of the chapters, paragraphs and
sub-paragraphs are precisely formulated and correspond to the content.

Chapter One "Economic characteristics of Haskovo and the region until the middle of XIX
century as a prerequisite for the educational movement" presents an overview of the socio-
economic development of Haskovo in XIX century and its place in the Plovdiv Sandzak as
well as the role of Haskovo church community. A brief description of the town of Harmanli
was also made. For a more complete picture of the whole region, it would be a good idea to
provide information about the other settlements included in the text.

Chapter Two "Educational movement in the Haskovo region before the Crimean War (1853-
1856)" is developed in two paragraphs. After the general information about the cell schools,
their condition in the settlements of the region under consideration is traced, the teachers and
the studied subjects are indicated. The next step in the development of the educational work
are the mutual schools, which together with the girls' education are studied on the basis of
archival sources. Contributors to books and newspapers are noted.

In Chapter Three, in three subtopics the doctoral student traces the "Educational movement
after the Crimean War". Along with the detailed information about the ascending
development of the class boys' and girls' schools, stabilization of the Revival school network,
celebration of St. Cyril and St. Methodius work, teachers' councils, very significant moments
are the biographical data about the educators, their professional performance and
achievements in the development of education, their connection with the revolutionary
struggles in the region. The strong Greek influence and the struggle of the local intelligentsia,
in the face of the teachers, against it have not been overlooked either. The dissertation would
have won, if the class-lesson organization of education with an emphasis on natural sciences,
the status of the head teacher, which was formed in the 60s-70s of the XIX century were
examined. It is not specified whether there are head teachers in Haskovo. Since there are
some in Svilengrad, it is logical to have in the larger educational center, too.

Chapter Four is dedicated to the activities of the Chitalishte in the Haskovo region in the third
quarter of the XIX century. The Haskovo Chitalishte ranks among the firsts in the Bulgarian
lands, a little known fact. It develops active educational, book-spreading, theatrical, musical
activities as well as did the chitalishtes founded in other settlements in the region. The
connection of chitalishte activities and chitalishte activists (in most cases they are also
teachers) with the schools and in the connections with the church communities is also shown.



When considering the Haskovo Chitalishte presentation, repetitions about the activity of
teachers, as well as that of teachers' councils should be avoided.

The conclusion chapter gives a summary answer to the tasks and the conclusions from the
presented and analyzed archival material. The place of the Haskovo region in the national
education field is deduced with the conclusion that it is a part of it and has merits for its
development.

The abstract, including 34 pages, is developed according to the requirements and presents
fully and correctly the content of the dissertation with the main accents and conclusions, as
well as the main goals and objectives, the chronological and territorial scope of the study.

3. Evaluation of the scientific results and the contributions of the dissertation

[ believe that the topic of the dissertation "Educational movement of Bulgarians in the town of
Haskovo during the Revival" is in full accordance with the main content of the study. The
overall analysis shows that the adopted structure is logical and well-founded with factual
material.

The doctoral student has indicated four scientific contributions in his work. I find that they are
argued and defended in the statement. On the topic of the dissertation the author has presented
three publications in Bulgarian, published in scientific journals and proceedings of scientific
conferences.

As a remark to the overall layout of the dissertation, I point out too long citations, in many
places there is a mixture of present historical tense and past tense, the way of quoting in the
text of the used sources does not fully meet the requirements for scientific publications.

4. Conclusion

The dissertation and the scientific contributions are the personal work of the doctoral student
Dimitar Videnov. He shows the ability to thoroughly and independently investigate an
important problem, to systematize and summarize information, to draw sound and reasonable
conclusions. As of the date of filing the review, I have no data to dispute the authorship of the
dissertation.

The content of the dissertation and the original nature of its main scientific contributions meet
the requirements of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of
Bulgaria.

Based on the above, I propose to the Honored Scientific Jury to award the educational and
scientific degree "Doctor" to Dimitar Antov Videnov.
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