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General description

According to the order No. PD-16-143 of 22.07.2022 of the Rector of the University of
Shumen'lBishop Konstantin Preslavski", I have been appointed as a member of the scientific jury to
ensure a procedure for the defense of a dissertation work on the topic "Modern processes and
technologies in the musical and dance education n the Bulgarian general education school" for the
acquisition of the educational and scientific degree "doctor" in the field of higher education l.
Pedagogical sciences; professional direction 1.3. Pedagogy of training in...; doctoral program
Methodology of Music Education. The author of the dissertation is Neli Genova Spasova - doctoral
student in part-time study at the Department of "Musical Aesthetics, Musical Education and
Performance" at the Faculty of Pedagogy at the "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" Shumen University
with supervisor Prof. Dr. Yanna Ruskova - Shumen University "Bishop Constantine of Preslav,'.

In order to participate in the procedure, the doctoral student Neli Spasova has submitted all
the necessary documents in electronic form in accordance with the ZRASRB and the Regulations
for the Development of the Academic Staff of "Episkop Konstantin Preslavski" SHU.

The PhD student has attached three publications.

Brief biographical data of the PhD student

The professional and creative path of Neli Spasova reveals her continuous aspiration for
education and improvement, which over the years develops and directs to current topics and trends
in pedagogical education. Neli Spasova has a master's degree in "Music Pedagogy" from AMTII
"Prof. Asen Diamandiev" Plovdiv (1983) and additional specializations "Accordion teacher" and
"Bulgarian folk dances - leader of ensembles", acquired in the same educational institution. Her
professional experience in the held of education marks almost 30 years of experience, during which
she has built skills and responsibilities to impeccably organize and lead the implementation of



educational and artistic activities, part of which stem from her serious commitment as a Senior Art
Expert in Regional Management of Education - Plovdiv (since 2011 and at the present time).

The rich teaching, organizational and artistic experience of Neli Spasova is reflected in her

scientific research and contributes to confirming the achieved results in the direction of practical

applicability.

Relevance of the topic and appropriateness of the set goals and tasks

The dissertation work of Neli Spasova is aimed at one of the most current problems in
scientific and scientific-applied terms - achieving quality of general education and traceability of
training results. The author examines changes in education policy through the lens of dynamics in

social development and people's lives. Accepting the thesis about the training and continuing
qualification of pedagogical specialists as a decisive condition for the quality of education, Spasova

focuses on modern processes and technologies in the music and dance education of the Bulgarian

general education school. The opportunities to acquire up-to-date knowledge and competences in
the field of music and dance art with a focus on the student in the dissertation research is tied to the

processes of socialization, emotional, spiritual and physical development.

Knowing the problem

Neli Spasova presents a dissertation, the topic and issues of which are dictated by her personal

professional training, realization and many years of experience in the field of arts education. The

work is precisely realized in terms of structure and content. Already in the introduction, the

topicality and significance of the topic are presented, with the author focusing on the new processes

in the educational space, related to technologies and technological models in educational policy.

The concept of innovation in the dissertation is seen as a creative process that leads to qualitative

transformations and better outcomes in music and choreography education in general education. In
this regard, I support the choice of the topic of N. Spasova's dissertation research, assuming that it
meets the requirements for dissertationability with the significance, relevance and perspective of the

discussed issues.

Research methodolory

Cognitive and practical activity are presented in a dialectical unity with regard to the selected

tools. In accordance with the specific stages of the research, realization of the set goals and tasks,

the author uses a variety of methods: research of literature related to the subject of the research;

theoretical and empirical research methods, such as observations, analysis, summary, comparison,

group discussions with teachers, surveys, tests; didactic experience; statistical methods for
processing experimental data. The didactic tools used are justified in the direction of the expediency

of the obtained results and "a positive change in the educational paradigm of music and

choreography in the general education school, both for the region and for the country". The chosen

research methodology is an expression of a clear understanding of the essence of the research

problem and to a high degree predetermines the reliability of the conducted scientific research.

Characterization and evaluation of the dissertation rvork

The idea and approach to the development of the work is an original author's concept, singled

out for the first time as a separate scientific problem. The dissertation is spread over a total volume

of 218 pages. The text is illustrated with figures, tables and diagrams. The bibliographic reference
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includes 140 titles, of which 18 are in a foreign language. The writing of the bibliography is in
accordance with established standards, and the literature review is selected appropriately for the
research issues.

Structurally, the scientific work contains an introduction, four chapters, a conclusion and
conclusions, a bibliographical reference, an appendix. The aim, subject, object and tasks required
for this type of scientific development are set out in the introduction. They are carefully thought out
and faithfully worded. Special attention deserves the goal announced by the author, related to
tracking the effectiveness of music and dance education in the general school, as a result of the
application of the author's technological models in music and choreography - "The key to music"
and "Folklore tangle". I accept their derivation as "innovative and integrative educational learning
models", which is proven in scientific research. "The two technologically developed and applied
models, launched as regional initiatives, have no national analogue", which is also a proven fact in
Spasova's scientific research.

New moments related to the main musical activity - music perception deserve special
attention in the dissertation research. The newly introduced concept of "constructive perception of
music" is of a contributing nature, examined in the focus of music education, choreography, as well
as in the combination of the two arts - music and dance.

The proposed scientific hypothesis is aimed at the musical game "The Key of Music" and
"Choreographic Tangle", which the author considers as "... an opportunity to check, practical
applicability, analysis of knowledge and skills from education in the subject of music, in particular
the constructive perception of music , and in the subject of choreography, develop the skills of
elementary and junior high sohool students, which reflects on the quality of the educational process
itself."

The first chapter of the dissertation presents a theoretical overview of the role of education as
a historically conditioned, sociocultural process in which music and dance art have their place and
importance. Two main problem levels are formed - music education and choreography education. In
a historical and contemporary context, the contributions of leading educational methods in the
respective fields have been sought.

In the focus of Spasova's research interest are modern interpretations regarding the
psychophysiological and emotional impact of music, following the idea of their reflection as new
trends in the education of music and choreography in the Bulgarian school. As a result of the study,
N. Spasova came to the conclusion that "The results of activities, training, the impact of music are
large-scale and multifaceted, and today they are reported in various scientific fields - education,
psychology, neurophysiology, biology, cybernetics. "

Choreography training is the parallel second problem level in scientific development.
Problematic moments such as the development of the subject of Choreography in the general
education school, the new choreography curricula approved by the Minister of Education and
Science for I-XII classes from April 2017, as well as the absence of choreography as a profiling
subject in ZPUO have been interpreted

The second chapter is dedicated to the contemporary aspects of music and choreography
education, showing the aspiration to their multifaceted development. In view of the specifics of the



investigated problem, the analytically interpreted information regarding collected data related to

psychological and physiological aspects of musical perception is of interest (paragraph 1).

Paragraph 3 "European educational policies and trends after 2000" of the Second Chapter

deserves special attention. Taking into account the developed national strategy for the development

of Bulgarian education as a long-term priority, N. Spasova's reasoned presentation also covers the

lack of monitoring of the quality of state educational requirements for educational content, curricula

and programs, teacher qualifications and the work of teaching staff.

In Chapter three "Innovative approaches and technological models in the educational practice

of music and choreography" problem areas such as goal setting in the learning process, assessment

and evaluation, the test as a format, structure and content are developed. The main line of research

leads to questions directly related to the quality of the educational process and, more specifically, to

music education and choreography education, the solution of which, according to the author, would

helpled to its significant improvement.

As a substantive and conceptual emphasis, the third and fourth chapters outline the initiatives

that the author justifiably states have no analogue on a national scale in terms of the content of the

two technological models, the proposed diagnostic model, the technical construction and shaping of
the sound file:

. musical game "The key to music" - with a focus on the beginning and content of the idea,

which arose in response to the standardization process and the need for measurability of educational

results in our country (paragraph 3 of the Third Chapter.);

. national review "Folklore Plenitsa" for students studying choreography in ZIP and PP in
general education schools of the Republic of Bulgaria (paragraph 4).

In great detail, analyically and demandingly, the doctoral student has derived the

technological and methodological constructs of the proposed technological models. Of contributing

importance is the author's idea of linking them with the constructive perception of music.

The conclusion and Conclusions coffespond to the set goals and objectives of the exhibition.

Indicators of the quality of general education are proposed, analyically examined through the lens

of the specific status of music and dance education. Extremely important at the scientific level are

the conclusions that the author makes, looking for promising solutions for quality art education in a
modern context.

Contributions and significance of the development for science and practice

The scientific and scientific-applied contributions of the dissertation work are indisputatle. It
is impossible not to emphasize the contribution nature and usefulness of the dissertation work in
methodological terms as well. The conclusions drawn regarding the planning of complex goals and

the structuring of multifunctional modules in the educational content prove to be particularly useful

regarding the perspective of building a theoretical, scientifically based basis for qualitative

transformation in the organization of education.

In my opinion, among the significant research work of the PhD student, I will especially

highlight the development of a diagnostic technological model in connection with the music game

"The Key of Music". The original author's idea for establishing the level of achievement of students
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in music, reporting the results of music education at the end of the initial stage of primary education

and the real possibility of comparability at the national level.

The constructive perception of music approach has been newly introduced, the approbation of
wtrich convincingly confirms its effectiveness in terms of the acquisition and improvement of
eompetences in music education, which leads to the improvement of knowledge, skills and attitudes

regarding the education of the subject of music in school.

Assessment of dissertation publications

According to the procedure for the defense of the dissertation work, Neli Spasova presented a

list of three scientific publications realized in the period 2019-2021. They meet the requirements by

reflecting different stages of scientific research. They have been published in peer-reviewed
journals.

I can note that, in addition to the publications submitted for review, Neli Spasova has other

scientific publications realized before and during the work on the dissertation, which shows the

active research activity of the doctoral student. All of them are in the professional direction of the

procedure and are actively used by the scientific and pedagogical community, as evidenced by the

author's citations.

Personal participation of the doctoral student

The author of the dissertation personally participated in the conducted dissertation researeh

and in this sense the formulated contributions and obtained results are her personal credit.

The presented abstract corresponds to the main points of the dissertation and the significant

contributions.

I have no critical remarks and recommendations regarding the conducted research and the

procedure materials.

Conclusion

The dissertation work of Neli Spasova contains scientific and applied results, which represent

an original contribution to science and meet all the requirements of the ZRASRB and the relevant

Regulations of the "Episcop K. Preslavski" School of Education. The doctoral student has in-depth

theoretical knowledge and professional skills in the field of Music Teaching Methodology,
demonstrating qualities and skills for independent conducting of scientific research.
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the above, I confidently give my positive assessment of the conducted research

to the honorable scientific jury to award the educational and scientific degree

Neli Genova Spasova in the field of higher education: 1. Pedagogical sciences,

direction, 1.3. Pedagogy of training in..., doctoral program Methodology of music
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