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In the dissertation Contemporary Processes and technologies in
Bulgaria's secondary school music and dance education, Neli Genova
Spasova addresses several timely problems faced by the Bulgarian school: On
the one hand, it is the connection between knowledge and sociality, on the other
hand, the deep connections between all the arts (in the case between music and
dance), from the third, but not the last - the need to break the educational
paradigm and see the whole picture in the eyes of children, thus helping them to
look in the future not for individual elements, but to they see the connections in
the world.

The dissertation has a volume of 218 pages. Of these, 188 pages are the
main text of the exposition, 6 pages of literature and 24 pages - appendices. The
bibliography includes 140 sources, of which 18 are in a foreign language. The
required 3 publications on the subject are also on the face.

The research is based on the rich practical experience of Neli Spasova, it
puts perception as a fundamental activity not only in art classes, but also in the
life of the child.

Already in the introduction, the subject and object of the research, the
purpose of the research and the tasks, which are based on the author's practical
experience, foreign experience and literary basis, are presented. The aspects of
the research tasks are aimed at understanding the place of the perception activity
in the music lesson; development of technology for the assessment of both the
perception activity and music education in general; development of an algorithm
for reporting the results of music education and activity perception; study of the
interaction and dependence between the study of music and choreography and
the other academic disciplines, as well as the influence that the specified artistic
activities have on adolescents in various aspects.

The derived hypothesis shows the symbiosis between the practical and
theoretical side of the problem, namely: The two educational models - "The key
to music" and "Choreographic tangle" provide an opportunity for verification,
practical applicability, analysis of knowledge and skills from training in the
subject of music, in in particular the constructive perception of musico and in the



subject of choreography, develop the skills of primary and junior high school
students, which reflects on the quality of the educational process itself.

A wide rqnge of research methods were used.

In the first chapter, the role of education for social development and the

characteristic features of musical art in education are discussed. A historical
review of education in our country after the Liberation to the present day, as

well as the place of music in it, was made. In the same woy, the development of
choreographic education and its place in school, the creation of a choreography
program and the introduction of movement in this capacity as part of the general

educational preparation of children and students are followed. Based on the

historical review and practical experience of the author, conclusions were drawn
that show the relevance and necessity of creating technological models for
establishing the results of the learning process in the subject of music, in
particular the activity "listening to music", and the subject of choreography in
the general education school, and for their impact on the results of training in
other subjects; need for a thorough study of the process of musical perception;
historical necessity to connect established methodologies and approaches with
new realities.

Chapter two dwells on contemporary aspects of music and choreography
education. The process of perception in general and musical perception in
particular is analyzed. Attention has been paid to memory as one of the most
important factors for the perception and in general for the practice of music, of
musical memory for the general intellectual development of the child.
Psychological aspects of musical perception are examined. Special attention is
paid to the complex interaction of music and movement (dance), as well as to
their joint role in the intellectual development of students.

"Musical perception combined with dance, movement and related
emotional and cognitive processes are important and significant for the
intellectual and healthy, i.e. humane development of adolescents'.

In the third chapter with title "Innovative approaches and technological
models in the educational practice of music and choreography", technical
teaching aids are presented as an auxiliary resource for the optimization of the
learning process, for improving the perception of information, for its
understanding and awareness.

The test is also pointed out to be essential for the general musical-
aesthetic development of adolescents - a way to evaluate knowledge, to assess

the level of the child. On this basis, the concept of "The key to Music" was

developed - a game that was created on the basis of the state standards in music
as a technological model, approved at the regional level, for checking the
acquired knowledge, skills and competences in the subject of IV grade students .



According to the author, in this case it can be applied constructively perception
of music, and the positive results of the event will allow the competition to be
implemented at the European level in the future. Since the academic year
2012113, the game "Key to Music" has been held in three rounds at the national
level.

The idea of creating "Folklore Tangle" as a choreography format for
students studying choreography in the compulsory elective (ZIP) and profiled
preparation (PP) in general education schools of Bulgaria.

"The new model contributes to the understanding and creative
presentation of the learning content in the subject of Choreography - ZIJCH,
FUCH, which colresponds to the development of the eighth key competence -
cultural competence and skills for expression through creativity. Social
competences are also developed.

The fourth chapter is titled "Research Design". According to the author,
"The aim of the psychological-pedagogical study is to register how the
technological models - the musical game "The Key to Music" and
"Choreographic Tangle" influence the achievement of quality of education,
through measurability of the results of music education of students at the end of
primary stage, to achieve higher educational outcomes for students studying
choreography at school and to improve their health'

Two methods were used to realize the research goals and tasks - a test for
educational results and a survey. From the analysis of the results, it is clear that
the students of the IV grade, in connection with the music education, achieve the
goals of the music curriculum and standards at the end of the primary stage of
education, in the separate areas of competences", as a result of which they
achieve and expected learning outcomes.

When analyzing the results in Choreography, a methodology was applied
to assess the quality of the impact of the application of this subject on the
success ofjunior high school students in various subjects and on theii attitude to
the learning process. Quantitative and qualitative methods were used. The
analysis of the data supports the thesis that the participants studying
Choreography two hours a week are more motivated to study and, accordingly,
have a lower number of absences than the students who do not study this
subject.

It is necessary to conclude that with the use of the two game-test modules
- in music and choreography, the success rate for students in other subjects also
increases noticeably. The conscious inclusion of different senses in the
educational process supports the cognitive process, on the one hand, and is a
prerequisite for the physical and cognitive development of the personality, on
the other.



The proposed dissertation offers answers to many questions that the
educational community asks in various forms. Its contributions will be analyzed
and modified based on the changing reality in the future.

In conclusion - the problem under consideration is a way to uniff theory
and practice, to connect the thinking of adults and adolescents, to understand art
not as an end in itself, but as a means of intellectual and spiritual education and
development.

The presented work "Contemporary Processes and technologies in
Bulgaria's secondary school music and dance education" has all the
necessary qualities of a dissertation work, which gives me the reason to propose
to the members of the esteemed Scientific Jury to award Neli Genova Spasova
the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the field of higher education: 1.

Pedagogical sciences, professional direction: 1.3. Music Education Pedagogy".
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