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General description of the presented materials and the doctoral student
The dissertation work is structured in an introduction, four chapters, a conclusion,

contributions, literature with a total volume of 218 pages and appendices (in a separate book

body and in an electronic version). The bibliography includes 140 sources, of which 122 are in
Cyrillic, 18 are in Latin.

The set of materials presented by Neli Genova Spasova is in accordance with the Law on the

Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for the

Development of the Academic Staff of the Bishop Konstantin Preslavski School of Education.

Neli Spasova has many years of experience in music-pedagogical practice in our country and

work in various educational and educational levels, degrees of education, which is where her

interest in the topic of the dissertation was sparked. Since April 201 1, he has been working as

a senior art expert in the Regional Department of Education - Plovdiv. It has a comprehensive

view of the curricula, teaching material of music, choreography and visual arts in school.

Since 2019, Neli Spasova has been studying part-time as a doctoral student at Episcop

Konstantin Preslavski School of Education, Faculty of Pedagogy, Department of Musical
Aesthetics, Music Education and Performance. She was dismissed with the right of defense by
Order No. RD-I0-330 I 04.07.2022 of the Rector of "Episkop Konstantin Preslavski" SHU.

The dissertation was discussed and directed for defense at a meeting of the Department of
"Musical Aesthetics, Musical Education and Performance" at the Faculty of Pedagogy of
"Episkop Konstantin Preslavski" Shumen University on 13.07.2022.



Dissertation Data

The structure of the dissertation meets the requirements for scientific doctoral studies. The

text is logically structured. The four chapters of the exposition are logically linked and

complement each other. There is a balance between theoretical and practical-applied part.

In the introduction, the topicality of the researched issues is substantiated, the purpose, tasks,

subject and object of the dissertation work, as well as the working hypothesis, are correctly

formulated. The methodology and scientific novelty of the study are presented. The scientific

work is dedicated to a problem that is relevant for the education of music and choreography

in the general education school. This type of research has an interdisciplinary character and

provides many opportunities for theoretical and practical conclusions in educational practice"

In the First and Second Chapters, the theoretical presentation and justification of the topic is

carried out through sources sufficient in terms of quantity and relevance - from Bulgarian

researchers and scientists, and from world experience on the topic.

In the first chapter ("The role of education for society. Specificity of music and dance art in

general education school"), the strategic role of education for any society is revealed, as it
provides important prerequisites for its full reproduction. In this regard, the search for and

achievement of quality of education and traceability of the results of the learning process is

increasingly relevant today.

The author's extensive knowledge of the problem of the presence of Bulgarian dance and

dance, as well as music (singing) as subjects of study, irrevocably present in Bulgarian

education and school after 1878, is impressive; of the activity perception of music in school.

Curriculums for the subject of choreography in the general education school - from 1993 to

2017 - from 1993 to 2017 are systematized and analyzed. Educational methods related to

music-dance and movement-training practices and their impact on the development of the

individual are discussed in a sepa.rate section.

What is presented reflects the doctoral student's knowledge and attitude to the relevant

content and thus shapes the interaction and relationship between theory and practice. In the

conclusions made, the need for the presence of technological models, of new approaches for

establishing the results of the learning process in the subject of music, in particular the

activity "listening to music" and the subject of choreography in the general education school,

and for their impact on the results is substantiated. from studying other subjects.

In the second chapter of the dissertation ("Contemporary aspects of music and choreography

education"), the doctoral student presents and analyzes specific aspects of musical perception

- psychological, physiological and cognitive, and their complex impact on the listener,

leading to the achievement of corresponding positive results - emotional, behavioral,

cognitive. This highlights their integrated consideration and in-depth analysis by the author,

which I define as a substantial contribution. In a separate paragraph, modern aspects of



European policies (standards) are presented, with a focus on quality of education;

humanization and individual i zation of education.

In the third chapter ("Innovative approaches and technological models in the educational

practice of music and choreography") the technology of the diagnostic toolkit is presented.

Thus, educational technologies create the necessary conditions for individualization and

differentiation of leaming activities, for self-management of learning by students and the
possibility of operational feedback, which leads to an objective report and to increasing the

effectiveness of learning - an indicator of quality education. The ideas of the technological

model of "The Key of Music" and "Folklore Braid" are clearly argued. The construction of
the "Key of Music" model is scientifically and methodically justified - based on state

educational standards, state educational requirements for educational content. The goal when

preparing the technological model is clearly formulated - to obtain the maximum amount of
significant information, without this being associated with increased fatigue among the
participants.

In connection with the application of the model, Neli Spasova argues for a definition of the

concept of constructive perception of music, brings out the components of the constructive

perception of music as an approach, indicates the stages of its understanding and

interpretation. The constructive perception of music proves the specificity of the activity
perception of music and the achievement of the goals of education in the subject of music at

school, related to the assimilation of a certain volume of knowledge and the development of
listening skills. On the other hand, it helps to apply the leaming outcomes of the students in
this musical activity in practice and builds on it with additional knowledge and skills in the

field of music.

The new model "Folklore entanglement" contributes to the understanding and creative
presentation of the educational content in the subject of choreography - ZIJCH,FUCH, which
corresponds to the development of the eighth key competence - cultural competence and

creative expression skills.

The founh chapter ("Research Design") contains the results of the music and choreography

research. The obtained results, the significant volume of material, the objective statistical

processing are sufficiently convincing.

I highly appreciate the relevance of the topic of the dissertation and its degree of usefulness as

a development for musical theory and practice. In her dissertation, the doctoral student

successfully solves the purpose of the research, systematizes information from research,

methodological achievements related to the musical activity of listening to music, arguing for
a constructive perception of music in the education of music, choreography, as well as in the

combination of the two arts - music and dance

The technological model of "The Key of Music" meets the needs for individualization,

differentiation, optimization of the learning process in music, while at the same time



complementing and placing the traditional system on a higher methodical and scientific level.'

I accept the indicated conclusions of a theoretical and practical-applied nature as essential

contributing moments and significance of the dissertation research.

Abstract and publication data

The abstract corresponds in terms of volume and content to the requirements of ZRASRB and

the Regulations of the School of Education. It is structured in a volume of 41 pages and

correctly presents the content of the dissertation work. The PhD student has submitted three

self-published articles and they correspond to the topic of the dissertation.

Critical notes, recommendations

In addition to the proven convincing positive results of the research, as a reco[rmendation,

another side of the impact of music could be added - the music therapy aspect, which is

not the subject of research in the presented scientific work.

Conclusion

The dissertation contains scientific, scientific-applied and practical-applied results, which

represent a contribution to science and meet the requirements of the Law on the Development

of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (ZRASRB), the Regulations for the

Implementation of the ZRASRB and the Regulations for the Development of the Academic

Staff in "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" Secondary School.

I believe that the doctoral student has the necessary theoretical knowledge of music education

methodology and competences for independent scientific research. All this gives me grounds

for a markedly positive assessment of the dissertation work and I propose that the honorable

scientific jury award the educational and scientific degree "doctor" to Neli Genova Spasova

in the field of higher education: 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional direction: 1.3 Pedagogy

of education in . ...., doctoral program Music Education Methodology.
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