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Actuality of the dissertation 

 

The object of the research is the theme of “war in the context of otherness” in the temporal and 

spatial dimension of the Second World War, and the subject of the research are the war short 

stories by the German writer Wolfgang Borchert and the representative of Bulgarian literature 

Yordan Valchev, and as an addition, inclusive monographs and articles related to the creative 

pursuits of the two authors. 

 



The main goal that the doctoral student sets for herself in the research is to bring to the fore 

the positions of the two writers recreated by means of the artistic word, for whom war is an 

extreme social phenomenon, both in a public and in an individual aspect, and by analyzing 

them, to finds the commonalities, differences and subtle nuances between the two authors in 

the coverage of the war, evaluated as a manifestation of “radical otherness”. 

 

The relevance of the dissertation topic cannot be doubted, especially in the conditions of the 

current extremely tense socio-political and economic situation in Europe, of terrifying armed 

clashes between Russia and Ukraine, sowing death and destruction. Projected on our modern 

times, the military theme underlying the dissertation study requires an urgent and in-depth 

analysis of problems related to the absurdity of war, heroism, the meaning of human life, 

tolerance, difference, otherness. Studying the war short stories by Wolfgang Borchert and 

Yordan Valchev opens the door to the dark side of war, where there is no place for the euphoric 

pathos or the optimistic satisfaction of the victor. 

 

After the theoretical part of the research, in the Appendices of the dissertation, Rositsa Vassileva 

presented her translations of a poem and three stories on a military theme, written by Wolfgang 

Borchert, which have not been translated into Bulgarian until now, with which the doctoral 

student demonstrates her language skills, thoroughness and commitment to the issues of the 

research, and this deserves an additional compliment to the relevance and contributions of the 

dissertation topic. 

 

 

Structure, content and scientificity of the dissertation work 

 

The presented dissertation, comparing the work of representatives of German and Bulgarian 

literary literature, is written in Bulgarian. The text is composed carefully, precisely, 

interestingly and in a logical sequence in terms of structure. 

 

The structure of the dissertation consists of an Introduction, four chapters, Conclusions, 

Conclusion, Contributions, Bibliography (10 pages) and Appendices (13 pages), totaling 123 

pages in standard A4 format. 

 



The structural and content side of the work, including the cited bibliography, show the doctoral 

student’s good awareness of already conducted research on the topic, ability to correctly refer 

to literary sources and publications, serious knowledge of the work of the two authors and the 

ability to carry out critical and in-depth analysis of military issues. 

 

After the theoretical overview of the problem of war proposed in the first chapter, in the 

following two chapters Rositsa Vassileva presents the two studied writers, respectively 

Wolfgang Borchert in the second chapter and Yordan Valchev in the third chapter, consistently 

and with parallel precision, according to the same scheme, which includes a biographical tour 

and background information on the writers’ work, with an emphasis on their war narratives and 

their artistic style. In the last, fourth chapter, the dissertation compares the value systems of the 

two writers in the context of the German and Bulgarian reality, analyzes their attitude to the 

war, points out the common and the different in their worldviews, their interpretation of the 

problem of the “feeling of guilt” because of the war. 

 

 

Correspondence between the aim and objectives and the chosen research methodology 

 

The main goal and objectives of the present study can be considered as achieved, referring to 

the conclusions indicated at the end of each chapter and summarized in Conclusions and 

Conclusion of the dissertation work. 

 

The general conclusion of the research on the problem of the war in the context of otherness in 

the war short stories by Wolfgang Borchert and Yordan Valchev is finalized by the juxtaposition 

of two different philosophies in a situation of war – one of the atheist Wolfgang Borchert, a 

believer, in the spirit of Lessing, in the power of enlightened humanism, and the other of the 

believing Christian Yordan Valchev. Thus, these two philosophies become a demonstration of 

two different ways of interpreting the concept of “otherness” in a situation of war, recreated 

through the power, dynamism and impact of fiction. 

 

Methodologically, the research is based on the use of an interdisciplinary approach, and 

different methods are applied to achieve the main goal and tasks. The starting point of the 

analysis is the introduction of the concept of literature as an inter-discourse uniting other 

extraliterary discourses. The discourse on literature as a preserver of cultural memory is also 




