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ABOUT THE SCIENTIFIC PRODUCTION OF DOC. DR. PENKA
PETKOVA KOZHUKHAROVA FOR PARTICIPATION IN A
COMPETITION FOR THE ACADEMIC POSITION OF ''PROFESSOR''
IN THE FIELD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 1. PEDAGOGICAL
SCIENCES, PROFESSIONAL FIELD 1.2. PEDAGOGY (THEORY OF
EDUCATIOI{ AND DIDACTICS), ANNOUNCED IN THE
GOVERNMENT, ISSUE 41 OF 03.06.2022.

BY PROF. D. IC. N. MARGARITA KIROVA BONEVA

The submitted information for participation in the announced
competition for the academic position "professor" in the field of higher
education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1.2. Pedagogy (Theory
of education and didactics), announced in SG no. 41 of 03.06.2022 corresponds
to the requirements of the RSARB and the Rules for its implementation.
From the submitted documents, it can be established that the candidate

Associate Professor Dr. Penka Kozuharova has the necessary educational
training:
1990 - higher education "Ep. Konstantin Preslavski, major "Elementary school
pedagogy", majoring in Russian language, OKS "Master".
1998 - ONS "doctor", doctoral program: Theory of education and didactics.

Assoc. Dr. Kojuharova has obtained the First and Second professional
qualification degrees at the DIKPO, Varna at the Episcop Konstantin Preslavski
Higher Secondary School, specialization in "Family Mediation" (2004-2005) at

the European Center for Mediation, Brussels, Belgium, specialization in French
language (1991) at DIKPO, Varna at "Episkop Konstantin Preslavski" Higher
Secondary School, qualification "Theatrical directing", ShRSHS, (1985-1987),
city of Plovdiv.

The candidate has an excellent command of English, French and

Russian languages.
Associate Professor Dr. Penka Kojuharova, has been working at the

Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" since 2000, having
successively held the following positions: assistant in the department of
"Pedagogy and Psychology" (2000 -2001), 

"h. 
assistant in the department of

"Pedagogy and Psychology" (2001-2010), associate professor in professional
direction 1.2. Pedagogy, scientific specialty 07.0S.01. Theory of education and

didactics (from 2010 - until now).
From January 2017 to June 2017, she was the acting head of the

"Educational Sciences" depaftment at DIKPO, Varna, "Bishop Konstantin
Preslavski" Higher Secondary School. In the period July 2018 - August202l,
she was the Director of the Project Work Center at Shumen University. From



2003 until now, he has been the coordinator of the "Erasmus" Program of the

"Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" PF of Shu. Since November 2017 ,he has been
the Director of the Center for the Training of Doctoral Students at "Episkop
Konstantin Preslavski" School of Education.

In the announced competition for the occupation of the academic position
"professor" in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional
direction 1.2. Pedagogy (Theory of education and didactics), announced in the
Official Gazette, no. 41 of 03.06.2022, Assoc. Dr. Penka Kojuharova
participated with one monograph - habilitation thesis, 3 published monographs
that are not presented as the main habilitation thesis, 3 arlicles in a global
database, 30 articles in non-refereed scientific journals peer reviewed or
published in edited collective volumes, 4 studies published in non-refereed peer-
reviewed journals or published in edited collective volumes, 3 teaching aids.

According to the ZRASRB and PPZRASRB and the accepted minimum
scientometric indicators in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences,
professional direction 1.2 Pedagogy, the candidate has the following indicators:
. by category A: 50 items.
. by category B: 100 items.
. by category D: 332 items.
. by category D: 100 items.
. by category E: 285 items.

The total number of points on the scientometric indicators for
groups A, B, D, D and E - 867 points, which are sufficient for occupying the
academic position "professor".

The monograph "Application of information and communication
technologies in school education'r presents the current problem of the key
competencies of students and the role of information and communication
technologies in this process. The needs for the development of digital
competences of teachers in the context of "Lifelong Learning" are indicated. It is
introduced in-depth and competent analysis of normative documents in the field
of digital literacy and the importance of ICT in education is substantiated. The
author presents a conceptual framework of educational approaches in the
modern information society, related to the application of ICT in school
education.

Analy zing mo dern educ ati onal technol ogie s, As soci ate Pro fe s sor
Kojuharova emphasizes the possibilities of applying electronic learning,
portfolio and problem-based learning in the educational process. The author
proves the advantages of problem-based learning and e-portfolio not only in the
teaching-learning process, but also in the process of assessment and directing
students to self-reflection.

The monograph presents an author's model of research methodology,
which combines qualitative and quantitative methods for studying the



organrzation of the learning process, individualization and differentiation when
using ICT, assessment standards in order to create and develop a high-tech
educational environment. The author focuses on digital content, integrated
educational platforms, cloud technologies and artificial intelligence with their
application in the modern educational process.

In the conclusion, Associate Professor Dr. Kojuharova points out
problematic aspects, proposals and recommendations aimed at future theoretical
research on problems related to the development of educational practice. The
role of the teacher, continuously improving his professional qualification, in the
field of application of modern information and communication technologies in
education, both in supporting interactivity in education and in the development
of students' digital and social competences when working with ICT, has been
proven. the context of their safe behavior on the Internet.

The monographic work is proof of the high erudition, social intelligence
and professionalism of Assoc. Dr. Penka Kozuharova.

In the published collective monograph "Strategies, plans and good
practices to promote physical activity and reduce sedentary lifesfyles
through sport in people with disabilities (overweight and obesity)", which is
not presented as the main habilitation thesis, concepts related to physical activity
and the formation of a culture for a healthy lifestyle among people of different
ages are presented. Factors affecting the physical and health education of
children and youth are indicated. The goals and tasks of the cor:rectional-
compensatory activity for people with specific needs have been presented.
The monograph is aimed at implementing models for physical activity and
healthy eating under the ESFA international project (Italy, Spain, Greece, Great
Britain, Croatia and Bulgaria), which concludes its great practical importance.

In the published monograph "Manifestations of violence and
discrimination in mass sports at school and in sports clubs. Condition and
needs analysis", which is not presented as main habilitation thesis, presents in a
national context for each of the five countries (Greece, Spain, Finland, Hungary
and Bulgaria), partners in the IRIS project, the manifestations of violence,
racism and discrimination in mass sporls at school and in sports clubs. As a
result of in-depth and competent work, the authors bring out problematic aspects
and good practices for innovative resources concerning the training of
specialists, students and young athletes on topics related to the prevention of
discrimination and violence in mass sports in schools and sports clubs.

In the published monograph "The Manifestations of Violence and
Discrimination in Mass Sports at School and in Sports Clubs in Bulgaria",
which is not presented as the main habilitation thesis, the author team conducts a

thorough and competent study of the specific characteristics of the
manifestations of violence, racism and discrimination in schools and sports
clubs in Bulgaria. As a result of the obtained results, a model of monitoring and



interaction between the educational institutions and the local government in
applying the principle of prevention of discrimination was developed and are

formulated recommendations for interaction between the various institutions for
the prevention and handling of incidents related to discrimination in mainstream
sports.

Tlte three collective monogrophs are a kind of reference book of
concepts, notions, problems and perspectives in the field of prevention of
discriminution and violence in mass sports in schools und sports clubs,

In the publications presented for participation in the competition,
Assoc. Dr. Penka Kojuharova has considered current problems related to:

o sustainable professionsl development tltrough coaclring;
o film educcrtion - oesthetic snd educutionul projections, film didoctic

occents and psychological syncretism, film educcttion ond Jilm therapy;
o educcrtionol resources for the prevention of discriminotion in moss

sports in schools und sports clubs;
o intercrctive educcrtionol resources with open occess to informal

educution of young atltletes;
. spplication of ICT in school educationl
. upplicotion of ICT in the museum educational space;
o innovcrtive policy of Shumen (Jniversity "Bishop Konstsntin Preslavski"

in the field of entrepreneurshipl
o diagnosis of school reudiness of bilinguol cltildren;
o educational policy and the educution system in Bulgaria;
o the porfolio ss s tecltnology for presenting teochers' professionul

schievements;
. prevention of discrimination, racism snd violence in muss sports in

Bulguria;
. prevention of cltildren falling behind and dropping out of scltool;
o critical thinking skills in training;
o technology of developing s learning project in the leurning process;
. reasonsfor the use of psychouctive substunces by students;
o the electronic portfulio os a tecltnology for evsluating student

uchievements;
o indictttors for monitoring tlte ryplicotion of ICT in school;
o indicators of the influence of the fomily on tlte backwardness and

failure of students;
o mobility under the Erusmus Progrum of the EII gs a prerequisite for

increasing quality and innovution in higher education;
c dependencies between the leorning style of students with low ocodemic

uchievements and the tesclting strategies used by teachers;
o the student por{olio os sn element of the individutrl work plan;



, elfectiveness of forms for electronic learning of students from the junior
high sclrool stage of school education;

. spplicstion of open access resources in the reseurclt activity of doctoral
students;

o STEAM approach in the eclucntional space of the museum;
o development of competence to solve problems in cooperstion through

p ro b I em-b as ed learn ing tec h no lo gies ;
o policies, strutegies and good practices for the prevention of overweight

snd obesity through physicul activity and sportsl
o Europeon integration snd educationl
o development and management of educational projects;
o pedagogical sociology.

In the group of textbooks and teaching aids, three university textbooks

"European integration ond education"r "Development ond manogement of
educational projects" and "Pedagogicul sociology" have been developed.

In the teaching aid "Europesn Integration and Educotioz ", Associate

Professor Dr. Kojuharova offers a competent analysis of the European

educational space with an emphasis on the European Qualifications Framework

and Europas with the aim of increasing student competence on education issues

in different European countries, innovations in education for sustainable

development and European training, volunteering and internship programmes.

In the educational aid "Development onel manogement of educationsl
projects" the emphasis is on the technology of development and management of
educational projects and the opporlunities for students to apply for national and

intemational programs for their financing. Attention has been paid to the logical

matrix of the project, by tracing the vertical and horizontal logic of the

intervention, related to the dependencies between the planned goals, expected

results, activities, means, indicators and evaluation methods.

The teaching aid "Pedagogicul Sociology" presents current problems of
the transmission of social experience between generations and the pedagogical

dimensions of this process. A theoretical-empirical model for analysis and

discussion of current problems in the field of pedagogical sociology, school

sociology, school demography, class management, teaching profession is
proposed. Strategies for monitoring, early prevention and good practices are

indicated.
The above-mentioned theme of the presented scientific production

corresponds to the theme of the competition and shows the high erudition,
professionalism and diverse interests of Associate Professor Dr. Penka

Kojuharova in current problems of education and society as a whole.
1 citation in a global database,4 citations in monographs, peer'

reviewed collective volumes, and 8 citations in non-refereed peer-reviewed
journals were noted.



Assoc. Dr. Kojuharova has team work skills, as evidenced by her

participation in 4 international, 9 national and 15 university projects, as well
as her work as Director of the Center for Doctoral Training and International
Cooperation, coordinator of Erasmus Program at the Faculty of Education, and
before that as Director of the Center for Project Work.

Assoc. Dr. Penka Kozuharova is distinguished on the one hand by active
experl and editorial activity, and on the other by organizational and managerial

activities: Member of the editorial board of the magazine Practice and Theory in
Systems of Education (P.T.S.E.), Hungary, expert in distance learning in the
National Agency for Evaluation and Accreditation, Sofia, Member of the experl
group at NAOA for program accreditation of professional direction 1.2.

Pedagogy at Neophyt Rilski Secondary School, Blagoevgrad, (2019), Member
of the expert group at NAOA for program accreditation of professional direction
1.3. Pedagogy of training in...in SU "St. Kliment Ohridski", Sofia, (2020),
Member of the expert group at NAOA for program accreditation of professional
direction 1.3. Pedagogy of training in... at PU "Paisiy Hilendarski", Plovdiv,
(2020), supervisor of 4 doctoral students in doctoral program 1. 1. Educational
management and one doctoral student in doctoral program 1.2. Pedagogy,
professional direction 1.2. Pedagogy (Social pedagogy), supervisor of 7

doctoral seminars, supervisor of 33 diploma theses. She was a member of the
jury for habilitations (2), the jury for the defense of doctoral disserlations (7), a
reviewer of 5 monographs.

Associate Professor Dr. Kojuharova has been a member of the Union of
Scientists in Bulgaria since 2009, and since 2012 a member of the International
Research Institute IRISO, Slovakia.

She has conducted and continues to conduct lectures and exercises with
students as follows:

In OKS "Bachelor" in: Pedagogy, Didactics, Comparative Education,
Theory of Education, Family Pedagogy, Pedagogical Sociology, Educational
Technologies, Pedagogical Diagnostics, Systems for Preventive and Corrective-
Educational Work with Children and Youth with Deviant Behavior, Work with
Children in risk, Prevention of addictions to psychoactive substances, European
integration and education, Working with lagging behind and dropping out
students.

In OKS "master" in: Innovative management in education, Quality of
education, Class management, Work with children at risk, Basics of school

counseling, Counseling of talented children and students, Development and

management of educational projects, Sociology of education, Monitoring of
educational systems.

In the ONS "doctor" led and leads the disciplines: Methodology and

methods of scientific research, Educational policies, European integration and

education, Information resources in scientific research.



Associate Professor Dr. Kojuharova was a visiting lecturer under the

Erasmus Program at the University of Vocational Education, The Hague, The
Netherlands (2006), University of Vocational Education, Rotterdam, The
Netherlands, (2010), University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, LNIMORE,
Italy, (2013), Fafe University, Portugal, (2016), University of Tartu, College,
Narva, Estonia, (201 8).

The overall teaching, scientific and administrative activity of Assoc. Dr.
Penka Kojuharova characterizes her as a competent, with high social
intelligence, ambitious, precise, able to work in a team and with many-sided
interests scientist, educator and administrator.

I accept the theoretical and scientific-applied contributions indicated by
Associate Professor Dr. Kojuharova.

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize that the scientific output of
Assoc. Dr. Penka Kojuharova has both theoretical and practical
contributions, the most significant in my opinion, of which are:

o Systematic analysis of educational paradigms and policies for the
application of ICT in school education.

o Trends and models for the application of information and
communication technologies in the Bulgarian education system.

. Diagnostics of the possibilities of multimedia and interactive learning
tools in the design and presentation of learning content and the forms
of electronic learning in the classic and smart classroom.

o Comparative and competent analysis of the international and
national policy for the prevention of discrimination and violence in
mass sports and in school.

. Approved pedagogical technology for the diagnosis of students'
lagging behind in school.

o Coaching techniques for the development of professional skills
related to goal setting in the learning process.

. Diagnostics of the innovative potential in university education for the
integration and development of modern learning technologies.

o Competently presented benefits of problem-based learning, portfolio
and e-learning for developing students' critical thinking and creative
potential.

o Methodology and tools for conducting preventive activities in schools
and sports clubs in the area of discrimination and violence in mass

sports.
o Developed and implemented educational resources with open access

for preventive activities in schools and sports clubs and professional
qualification of teachers.

In conclusion, I believe that Associate Professor Dr. Penka Petkova

Kozuharova has fulfilled the minimum national requirements under Art.26,



- paras.2 and 3 of ZRASRB. She is well-built, erudite, competent, ambitious, able

to work in a team and a teacher loved by students, possessing the qualities of an

excellent specialist, pedagogue, researcher and administrator.
A11 of the above gives me reason to confidently recommend to the

Respected Scientific Jury to propose to the FS of the PF to elect Associate
Professor Dr. Penka Petkova Kojuharova to the academic position of "Professor"
in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, professional direction
l,Z.Pedagogy (Theory of education and didactics) for the needs of the
Pedagogical Faculty of Shumen University "Bishon Kop\ntin Preslavski".

(,t^/ /
Reviewer. : \)( t

(Profl Marlarita Boneva, PSc)
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