REVIEW
by Prof. Georgi Velkov Kolev, DSc

regarding the occupation of the academic position of "professor" in the field of
higher education

1. Pedagogical sciences, professional field 1.3. Pedagogy of teaching in...
(Methodology of teaching Bulgarian language and literature (grades 1-4))
announced by "Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen in State Gazette,
Ne41 on 03.06.2022 for the needs of the Department of "Educational Sciences"
at DIKPO-Varna, a branch of “Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen.

1. Regarding the procedure of the competition and the candidate

The competition for occupying the academic position of "professor" in the field
of higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional field 1.3. Pedagogy of
teaching in... (Methodology of teaching Bulgarian language and literature
(grades 1-4)) for the needs of the Department of "Educational Sciences" at
DIKPO-Varna, a branch of "Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen was
announced in the "State Gazette", Ne 41 on 03.06.2022. Only one candidate
participated in it, Associate Professor Violeta Ivanova Kyurkchiyska, PhD. She
submitted an application to the Rector of the university with all the required
documents attached within the deadline. It is evident from the report on the
fulfillment of the minimum national requirements under Art. 2B, Para. 2 and 3
of the LDASRB that the number of points (the total amount of points from
indicators: A(50)+C(100)+D(310.8)+D(240)+E(150) is 850.8) meets the
requirements for holding the position of "Professor". That is why the procedure
is legal and can be finalized by the vote of the selection jury.

Violeta Ivanova Kyurkchiyska graduated in 1991 with a major in Elementary
School Pedagogy, in 2006 she obtained a master's degree in Psychology. The
candidate has an additional professional qualification “Computer work and IT in
initial classes”, acquired at "KI. Ohridski" secondary school, as well as a
postgraduate qualification "Modern approaches in teaching methodology in
primary school”, at "K. Preslavsky" Higher Pedagogical Institute. She has
participated in “basic computer skills” instructor training, has a professional
qualification in English - T and IT modules with the right to supplement at
elementary level, etc.

In the period 1991-1993, she worked in an extra-curricular structure — head of
"Initial Technical Creativity" department at the Centre for Student, Technical
and Academic Creativity (CSTAC) in Shumen. Her professional experience in
school education (1993-2014) was acquired in one school — "II. R. Blaskov"



primary school in Shumen. In it, she begins working as an educator, followed by
teacher, senior teacher, head teacher and for a short period - principal.

The candidate has been an IT coordinator in the initial stage for the Shumen
region, and has participated in the development of external evaluation formats
for the national center for the quality of education. In 2004 Violeta
Kyurkchiyska was awarded First Professional-Qualification Degree, the written
development of which is further developed into a dissertation, which is
successfully defended. In 2009, she obtained the academic degree of "Doctor" in
the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional field 1.3.
Pedagogy of teaching in... (Methodology of teaching Bulgarian language and
literature), Higher Attestation Commission, Specialized Scientific Council of
Pedagogy, 2009.

Since 2013, she has been a part-time assistant at "K. Preslavsky" University of
Shumen, and since 2014 she works at the higher educational institution on a full-
time employment contract. In the period 2015-2017 she was a primary assistant,
and since 2017 she holds the academic position of "associate professor" in the
field of higher education 1. Pedagogy, professional field 1.2. Pedagogy (Special
Pedagogy).

In the period 01.2018-09.2018, assoc. prof. V. Kyurkchiyska, PhD is the deputy
dean for the quality of education at the Faculty of Pedagogy at "Konstantin
Preslavsky" University of Shumen. From September 2018 to the present
moment, she is the director of DIKPO-Varna.

2. Scientific works

The scientific publications with which Associate Professor Violeta
Kyurkchiyska, PhD participated in the announced competition for the academic
position of "professor" were published in the period 2018-2022. The ones
presented in the review list are: a monograph, a habilitation thesis - 1 piece; a
published monograph, which is not presented as the main habilitation work — 1
piece; textbook — 1 pc.; study aid — 1 pc.; study — 1 pc.; articles — 21 pcs.

5 articles and the study are co-authored.
2.1. Monographs

2.1.1. The monograph "Methodical training of primary teachers in Bulgarian
language and literature" is a habilitation thesis structured in an introduction,
three chapters, a conclusion and an appendix.

The monograph intersects two extremely important components of the
educational process: the first and fundamental subject of Bulgarian language



and literature; and the primary teacher who is first and holds a special place in
pupils’ education. Bulgarian language is the basis for the successful acquisition
of knowledge in all subjects, since students' language competence is a necessary
condition without which educational discourse is impossible. In the
monographic text, an attempt is made to answer the questions: What skills are
necessary for the primary teacher to optimally realize the process of learning
Bulgarian language and literature? How does the regulatory framework
regulate this process? What will the primary teacher form, when possessing the
indicated skills and knowing the regulated productions?

The answers to these questions and the resulting sub-questions (forms and
methods of work for the formation of competences) are given in the three
chapters of the text, respectively.

2.1.2. "Teaching Bulgarian language and literature in grades I-IV in the context
of inclusive education" is a monograph that is not presented as the main
habilitation thesis. The organization of teaching Bulgarian language and
literature according to the principles of inclusive education is presented in an
introduction, three chapters and conclusion. Principles that pose the problem of
creating such an organization of teaching that responds to the needs and interests
of all learners - those without difficulties and with evident knowledge and
capabilities, as well as those with learning difficulties and educational needs.

2.2. Textbooks

"Teaching Bulgarian language and literature in grades I-IV" is a texthook that
presents the main points of the didactics of Bulgarian language and literature in
the initial stage, which were developed during the author's lecture courses. The
current state of education in Bulgarian language and literature in the initial stage
is presented in 15 topics, which cover: curricula and educational content in
Bulgarian language and literature (linguistic and literary); the acquired
competencies, as expected learning outcomes; basic forms and methods of work
(the lesson and exercises); the assessment of student achievements; the
textbooks with which the training is provided; teaching Bulgarian language and
literature in an inclusive and electronic environment; continuity in education
between school and kindergarten.

The textbook is addressed to the students (bachelor's and master's degrees of the
Preschool and primary school pedagogy and Primary school pedagogy with a
foreign language majors), as well as primary school teachers (both junior and
senior teachers).

2.3. Study aids



"Help me learn Bulgarian language and literature" is an electronic manual
developed with the application software programs of the Office package (Word,
Power Point, Excel). It includes tasks related to communicative and pre-
communicative exercises in Bulgarian. Emphasis is placed on those parts of
speech that are studied in all three years of primary school: noun, adjective and
verb. The topics included follow the thematic units of the curriculum, with tasks
of a higher degree of complexity than in the textbooks and workbooks. Students
are directed to pragmatic language rules that are not present in the teaching
documentation.

2.4. Studies

"The quality of education in the Faculty of Pedagogy of "K. Preslavsky"
University of shumen through the eyes of the students" is a study written in co-
authorship and presents the results of a survey of students' opinions regarding
the quality of education. The survey conducted with the students is part of the
university's policy for quality education. In the text, reference points in the
qualitative learning process are marked, using the opinions and
recommendations of the students educated during the 2016/2017 academic year
as a base.

2.5. Articles:

The scientific output of Associate Professor V. Kyurkchiyska, PhD in the form
of articles is aimed at:

Teaching Bulgarian language and literature in [-IV grades in the context of
current productions (Articles: V.5,7,8,9);

Methodical training of primary teachers of Bulgarian language and literature
(Articles: V. 4, V.11,12, 17),

Information and communication technologies (ICT) in teaching Bulgarian
language and literature in I-IV grades (Articles: V. 1,2,7,8,20,21);

Teaching Bulgarian language and literature in the context of inclusive education
(Articles: V. 8,10,13,15);

3. Citations

The specified texts, with which Associate Professor Violeta Kyurkchiyska
applied for the position, are of interest to pedagogical specialists. Citations have
been noticed in 23 publications, 3 of which were in scientific publications,
referenced and indexed in world-renowned databases of scientific information or
in monographs and collective volumes; 19 pcs. in peer-reviewed monographs



and collective volumes and 1 in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals (According
to the citation reference submitted by the applicant).

4. Contributions

The contributions presented by Assoc. Dr. V. Kyurkchiyska are in three aspects
(reference to original scientific contributions): theoretical-systematic plan - an
author's presentation of the methodology of teaching Bulgarian language and
literature at the initial stage of an educational degree was made, focusing on:
the methodological training of primary teachers of Bulgarian language and
literature, Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) in teaching
Bulgarian language and literature in grades I-1V; teaching Bulgarian language
and literature in the context of inclusive education and teaching Bulgarian
language and literature in grades I-1V in the context of current productions;
experimental-research - the results obtained from a survey of the opinion of
500 primary teachers, in which their problems are defined and systematized in
the direction of realizing the goals of teaching Bulgarian language and literature
in grades I-1V, are the basis for developing programs for various forms of
continuing qualification; on the basis of a developed and experimented
methodology of working with electronic resources for teaching Bulgarian
language and literature in I-1V grades for students with different abilities: both
with learning difficulties and educational needs, and with evident knowledge
and capabilities, the content of a university course has been updated with a
compulsory subject - Current problems of teaching Bulgarian language and
literature in primary school, and optional subject - Teaching Bulgarian
language to bilingual children; and practical-applied plan — in the classes
from the initial stage of the educational level, as well as in the preparatory
groups of the kindergarten, the author's electronic resources are used for the
formation of linguistic, literary, sociocultural and communicative language skills
in an inclusive environment. Their application is both in mandatory, elective and
optional forms of work, as well as in additional teaching of Bulgarian language
and literature. Helping the primary teacher are the sample thematic distributions
for optional training in Bulgarian language and literature, provided with the
educational software products developed on the texts of fairy tales; normative
documents have been analyzed and presented, which support the work of the
primary teacher in: the selection of textbooks and study aids in Bulgarian
language and literature in grades I-1V; the organization of additional work to
provide general support, assessing student achievement; forms of qualification
and professional growth.

5. Conclusion



The published works of the candidate, the points of contribution, as well as the

reference for the fulfillment of the minimum national requirements under Art.
2B, para. 2 and 3 of the LDASRB, give me the reason to summarize the
conclusion that substantiates my proposal for the election of Associate Professor
Violeta Ivanova Kyurkchiyska, PhD to the academic position of "professor".

Based on what is described and reasoned in the statement regarding the
academic and research activity of Assoc. Prof. Violeta Kiirkchiyska, I propose to
the respected scientific jury to vote with a positive vote on her election to the
academic position of "professor" in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical
sciences, professional field 1.3. Pedagogy of teaching in... (Methodology of
teaching Bulgarian language and literature (grades 1-4)) in the Department of
"Educational Sciences" in DIKPO-Varna, a branch of "Konstantin Preslavsky"
University of Shumen.
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