
OPINION
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Member of Scientific jury announced by decision of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of

Natural Sciences at Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen (Protocol No. FD-02-
09120.04.2022) and order of the Rector of Konstantin Preslavsky Universitv of Shumen RD-16-

082/10.0s.2022)

In a competition for the academic position of full professor in the field of higher education: 4.

Natural Sciences, Mathematics and Informatics, professional field 4.4. Earth Sciences
(Geography and Regional Development), announced in State Gazette No 2l of 15.il1.2022 on:
scientifrc and applied scientific achievements and results in the scientific works of Assoc. Prof.
Dr. MILENA PETROVA STOYANOVA, submitted for participation in a competition for the
academic position of full professor for the needs of the Department of Geography, Regional
Development and Tourism at the Faculty of Natural Sciences at Konstantin Preslavsky University
of Shumen.

Only one candidate has submitted documents for participation in the competition - Assoc.
Prof. Dr. Milena Petrova Stoyanova. The total scientific production with which she participated
in the competition for full professor is 44 publications. All the works were published after
acquisition of the academic position of associate professor including a habilitation thesis -

monograph (co-authored), 5 monographs (3 co-authored), 3 published chapters of a collective
monographs, 5 textbooks and teaching aids (3 co-authored), 30 publications in scientific journals
and proceedings of scientihc forums, of which 6 sole author publications.

The candidate was born in 1974 in the town of Valchi Dol. In 1997 she graduated Master
Degree in Biology and Geography at Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen, and in 2005 -
2006 she completed a Master's degree in Tourism at the same university. In 2016, Milena P.

Stoyanova was awarded the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in "Economics and
Tourism Management". She has acquired various qualifications with educational and practical
orientation. After completing her education she realized her labor activity in the education
system. In the period from 2001 to 2017 she was an assistant professor, and from 2017 she was
elected "Associate Professor". He is a lecturer in Tourism, Natural Geography and Landscape
Studies in the following specialties: Tourism, Geography and Biology, History and Geography,
Cultural and Historical Heritage and Tourism, Ecology and environmental protection, Plant
Protection and Archaeology at Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen. From 2021 Assoc.
Stoyanova is the Head of the Department of Geography, Regional Development and Tourism.

Her research interests are regional development, geography, regional tourism, spa and
wellness tourism, tourism image and branding, international tourism, tour guiding, alternative
tourism, marketing in tourism, tour operator and travel agency activities, social psychology and
tourism behavior. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Milena Stoyanova is a university lecturer with extensive
practice. In the last 5 years, from 2018 to 2022, the classroom workload is respectively 445.390,
515, 581,464 academic hours, equated to exercises, in accordance with the regulations of the



Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen: she has led and leads over 19 of the courses in the

specialties "Tourism", "Geography and Biology" and "History and Geography". Along with her

teaching activities, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Milena Petrova Stoyanova is a scientific consultant to
graduates (30 graduates).

Since 2018 she has participated in 5 national and operational programs of the EU and a

member (coordinator for Bulgaria) in 3 international projects. He is a leader of 2 and a parlicipant
in 7 university projects. She has participated in 27 international scientific forums with reports.

The textbooks and teaching aids, in the creation of which Dr. Stoyanova participated (5

textbooks, 2 of which are solo author) deserve high praise.

The sole author publications are 9. The total volume of the publications is 2743 pages, as

I9I4 pages are of the candidate (70oh personal contribution). The share of the sole author
publications of the candidate and those with participation as the first author is 60%o and of those

as the second co-author - 3I% of all works. From a formal point of view, these quantitative

indicators testify to the active and sufficient publishing activity of the candidate for "professor".
All textbooks, articles, reports enrich existing knowledge in the field of Geography, Tourism and

Regional Development.

The publications proposed for review use a variety of general and private scientific methods
for scientific research of the problems. Different quantitative and qualitative methods were used

(statistical, sociological, spatial analyzes, typologies and categorizations).

The scientific publications of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Milena Stoyanova are related to the following
thematic areas - Natural Geography, Socio-Economic Geography, Regional Development and

Tourism. Scientific production, in general, has a balanced research interest.
The main part of the publications are in the field of Tourism (3.1., 5.3., 5.4.,5.5.,8.7.,8.2.,

8.10., 8.11., 8.12.,8.15., 8.16., 9.17.,9.19., 9.2I.,9.22.,9.24.,9.25.,9.27.,9,29.,9.29.,20.2.,and
20.3), as she is an associate professor in this specialty. The research in this thematic scientif,rc

field is also relevant in view of the priority importance of tourism in the structure of the national

economy.

The scientific publications analyze important issues from different aspects of tourism such as:

study of regional conditions, factors and conditions for tourism development, assessment of
tourist resources and their exploitation (capacity, seasonality and environmental friendliness),
analysis and interpretation of the main elements of tourism space (tourist areas and regions,
tourist centers and tourist routes), touristic country studies, geographical distribution of
international tourism, analysis and evaluation of geotourist destinations, analysis of EU policy
measures in the field of tourism, the impact of the COVID-I9 crisis on the European economy

and tourism, the importance of cultural and historical heritage for the development of tourism,

SPA - tourism, research on the development of different types of tourism in different parts of
Bulgaria.

The second most important thematic area is related to socio-economic geography (51,5.2,
7.I,8.6,8.9, 8.14, 8.I9, 8.26,9.1,9.2, and 9.3). The publications have a "tourism slant", forming
a fundamental knowledge of the place and role of tourism in general economic processes and its

relationship with other spheres of society. The duality of the tourism product is emphasized. Its

localization and typology are determined by its socio-cultural identity and its massification. The

study of the influence of external factors (demographic, geographic, economic, cultural factors,

social stratification, group communications, families and households), as well as internal fbctors



(perception of internal information, learning, memory, motivation, emotions, personal values,

conception of life style, consumer resources, knowledge, attitudes, and situational factors) is a
contribution. Attention is paid to the quality of the Bulgarian tourist product. The socio-

demographic, emotional and psychological profile of spa and wellness tourists in Bulgaria has

been studied. The problems of the tour operator, travel agency and transport activity are analyzed.
Serious attention is paid to the advantages and disadvantages of innovation in tourism.

The field of regional development is covered in the publications 8.3., 8.4., 8.5., 8.7., 8.8., and

8.23. The main trends in the development of tourism as a leading sector of the economy are

analyzed. The candidate has developed methodology for quantified SWOT-analysis of the tourist
potential of the territorial units. The impact of tourism in terms of sustainable development in
economic, socio-cultural and environmental aspects is assessed. The understanding that regional
development is a balance between the priorities of municipalities, districts and planning regions

and the search for solutions to the most important problems is adopted. The relationship between

the regional paradigm, the spatial approach, locational theories and regional studies is clarified.
In the field of natural geography, 5 publications have been submitted - 8.13., 8.20., 20.1.,

21.7., and 2I.2. Three of them are textbooks and teaching aids. Contributions to the publications
are the current results through the morphostructural analysis of morphotectonic evolution and the

modern appearance of the eastern parl of the Balkan Peninsula and the origin, Quaternary
morphotectonic evolution and modern morphostructure of the Bulgarian continental microplate.

The contributions in the research of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Milena Stoyanova are in 3 main
directions: 1) Methodological - developed textbooks, tests, application of the modern concept of
morphostructural analysis, developed an algorithm for the development of a course project to

charccterize the tourist resources of the native settlement, the use of statistical methods for the

needs of tourism, Implementation of principles and methods for the implementation of regional
geographic analysis and field regional studies; 2) Empirical-diagnostic - the impact of dynamics
on the functional relationships of natural processes as an environment for human society, the

impact of natural and anthropogenic resources on the formation of tourism flows, the impact of
urbanization and globalization on problems of social, economic, demographic, environmental,

etc. nature, the impact of the COVID-l9 pandemic on tourism development, proven that the

image of the destination is a key factor in travel decisions; 3) Scientific-applied - the

methodology for quantified SWOT-analysis has been applied, the economic indicators

recommended by the World Tourism Organization have been implemented, the tourist-
geographical zoning of European countries has been made, the methodology for the evaluation of
the individual components of the image using SEM regression analysis has been applied, the

methodologies for the study of the emotional, psychological and psychographic profile of tourists

have been applied, the specific features, advantages and deficits in the tourism development of a
given municipality or region, which can help to implement sustainable development policies.

A list of 52 citations is provided. No plagiarism was found in the provided publications. The

publications are the work of the candidate.

I recommend Dr. Milena Stoyanova to develop and publish more solo author scientific
papers? as well as to offer them for publication abroad.

Taking into account the erudition, experience, teaching practice, participation in various

scientific projects, administrative experience and my personal impressions of the candidate, I am

of the opinion that Assoc. Prof. Dr. MILENA PETROVA STYANOVA possesses all the



necessary scientific and teaching qualities and meets the minimum national requirements under

Article 2b, para z and3 of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of

Bulgaria and the Regulations for application of the law for the academic position of

..PROFESSOR" in the field of higher education: 4. Natural Sciences, Mathematics and

Informatics, professional field 4.4. Earth Sciences (Geography and Regional Development) for

the needs of the Department of Geography, Regional Development and Tourism at the Faculty Of

Natural Sciences at Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen'

Based on this, I dare to suggest to the members of the esteemed Scientific Jury to vote on a

resorution proposing to the Facurty council of the Facurty of Natural Sciences at Konstantin

Preslavsky University of Shumen, Assoc. Prof. Dr' MILENA PETROVA STOYANOVA to take

the academic position "PROFESSOR" in the announced scientific specialty'

Signature:r0.06.2022

SOFIA (Prof. Dr. Chavdar Mladenov)
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