
OPINION
PROF. DR. MILEN RUMENOV PENERLIEV,

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY, REGIONAL DEVBLOPMENT AND TOURISM
KONSTANTIN PRE,SLAVSKY UNIVERSITY OF SHUMEN

in a procedure for the academic position "professor"
in professional field 4.4. Earth Sciences (Geography and Regional

Development)

Details of the procedure.

Only one candidate - Assoc. Prof. Dr. Milena Petrova Stoyanova has

submitted documents for the procedure in professional field 4.4 F,arth Sciences

(Geography and Regional Development). I am a member of the Scientific jury
appointed by order of the Rector of Konstantin Preslavsky University of
Shumen RD-16-082110.05.2022 and I have been appointed to draw up an

opinion according to Protocol 1 of the first meeting of the Jury. A11 deadlines

have been met. I received all the documents in full, according to normative
documents. The opinion has been prepared in accordance with the legal

requirements ofthe Law for development of the academic staff in the Republic
of Bulgaria and of the Regulations for development of the academic staff of
Konstantin Preslavskv Universitv of Shumen.

Candidate details.
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Milena Petrova Stoyanova was born in 1974 in the town

of Valchi Dol. In 1997 she graduated Master Degree in Biology and Geography
at Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen, and in 2005 - 2006 she

completed a Master's degree in Tourism at the same university. She has various
additional specializations and trainings. Her professional career began in 1997
as a teacher in Varna. In 2001 , after winning a competition, she was appointed
as an assistant professor at Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen. Her
realization continues through holding academic positions of senior assistant,
chief assistant and associate professor (2018). In 2016, she was awarded the
educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in "Economics and Tourism
Management"in professional field 3.9 Tourism at South-West University
"Neofit Rilski" - Blagoevgrad. She is fluent in English and Russian.She has
participated in a number of national and international projects.



Minimum scientometric indicators.

The attached reference in documentation of the candidate for the

competition shows that the total number of points on all indicators of the

minimum scientometric indicators according to the Law for development of the

academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria is 1089 points. By category, they are

distributed as follows: 1) in group A 50 points (of the required 50 points);2) in
group B 100 points (of the required 100 points); 3) in group D 543 items (of the

required 200 items); a) in group D 156 points (of the required 100 points),5) in
group E 210 points (of the required 150 points).

Note: Some attached publications are incorrectly divided between co-

authors.

This does not change the factthatthe candidate scores above the required
points in all categories.

Inference: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Milena Stovanova meets all minimum
scientometric indicators according to the Law for development of the academic

staff in the Republic of Bulgaria.

Analysis of scientific production.
The overall review of the scientific production shows that the candidate

applies a large number of publications, in various formats (monographs,

conference papers, scientific publications, etc.). Thematically, they are mostly
focused on problems of the tourism sector and its territorial manifestation. To
the extent that there is a spatial element in them, I accept them all as part of the
thematic focus of the announced competition. Publications related to problems
of natural geography and landscape science are also included.

The monograph shown as a habilitation workr fully meets the
requirements for such. It has a scientific contribution and is motivated by the
objective needs of the theory and practice of modern tourism development,
public education in a number of professional fields, as well as institutional
practice in the field of regional development.

In the other categories, the applicant contributed 44 publications
(including textbooks and teaching aids) that are part of proceedings from
scientific forums, scientific journals or monographs. They can be conditionally

'Vladev,I., M. Stoyanova, R., Vladeva. (2020). Geotourist destinations of the European Union. Konstantin
Preslavsky Publishing House, Shumen, 331 p. ISBN 978-619-201-457-5.



divided into two groups: analyzing different thematic problems of the

development of Bulgarian tourism in sectoral and tenitorial terms as part of the

public sector of socio-economic geography.Another smaller group is those in the

field of natural geography (6). A good balance has been achieved between them,

as besides scientific production,teaching aids are also described, which is a basic

duty of a university lecturer. This demonstrates a commitment to both the

teaching process and the candidate's independent research development. Some

of the textbooks are also co-authored with colleagues from other universities,

making them universal "assistants" in teaching related specialties and in line

with the development of the so-called "university networks". An excellent

impression is made by the fact that almost half of the attached scientific

production is in English (17 publications).Of all the publications, 18 were

presented at scientific forums in Bulgaria and abroad. This is a good testimonial

for the national and international contacts of Assoc. Prof. Dr. M. Stoyanova.

In terms of content, and without speci$'ing, w€ believe that all the

publications have great scientific and practical-applied value. Current processes

and phenomena both in our social life and in the sphere of regional development

are examined, analyzed and forecasted. All of them have a clearly stated aim

and scientific results.

Teaching activity.
According to the occupation of the academic position of "professor"

requires the need for a certain teaching standard. The applicant attaches a

statement of academic workload for the academic year 2022123 with a total of
535 hours, which is far above the required minimum. A variety of courses

thematically relevant to the current competition are shown.

Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied results and

contribution moments.
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Stoyanova summarizes the contributions in three groups:

methodological, empirical-diagnostic and scientific-applied. We agree with all
of them with a recommendation for stronser concentration in fewer of them.9

Personal impressions and recommendations.
I have known Assoc. Prof. Dr. Milena Stoyanova since my student years.

In her more than 20 years of teaching experience, she has established herself as

a researcher, as a valuable lecturer, and in recent years also with high



administrative potential. The remarks are in the small discrepancies mentioned

above.My recommendations are for unflagging energy in the scientific as well as

in the teaching and administrative field.

CONCLUSION
Based on the attached references and documents, the analysis of the

research papers and additional documents submitted to me for the Opinion, the

conviction that the candidate has fulfilled all the minimum requirements for the

academic position, I propose to the members of the Scientific Jury to vote

positively for the academic position of "Professor" in professional field 4.4

Earth Sciences (Geography and Regional Development) of the only

candidate Assoc. Prof. Milena Petrova Stoyanova, PhD. I also vote FOR!

12.06.2022

Shumen

Preparer the opinion:

(Prof. Dr. Milen


