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The submitted information for participation in the announced competition
for the academic position "professor" in the field of higher education 1.
Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1.2. Pedagogy (Socio-
demographicand environmental education), announced in SG no. 41 of
03.06.2022 corresponds to the requirements of the RSARB and the Regulations
for its implementatio.

From the submitted documents, it can be established that the candidate
Assoc. Ph.D. Veselina Ivanova has the necessary educational training:

2003 - higher education "Ep. Konstantin Preslavski", specialty "Geography and
Biology", OKS "Bachelor".

2008 - "Master's" in "Public Administration", "Episkop Konstantin Preslavski"
Higher Secondary School.

2019 ONS "doctor", doctoral program: Theory of education and didactics
(Social pedagogy).

The candidate is fluent in English (I, II, III level and certificate of
English language proficiency level A2).

Associate Professor Veselin Ivanova, Ph.D., has been working at the
"Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" Shumen University since March 26, 2006. She
was successively the chief specialist in student affairs at the Dean's Office of the
Faculty of Social Sciences, chief specialist in "Human Resources".

Since 01.07.2017 he is a teacher in the Department of "Social and Special
Pedagogy". From October 26, 2020, she was elected as an associate professor in
the field of higher education 3. Social, economic and legal sciences, professional
direction 3.4. Social activities (Demographic and socio-ecological aspects).

From November 2020 until now, she is the Director of the Center In the
announced competition.

For the occupation of the academic position "professor" in the field of
higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1.2. Pedagogy
(Socio-demographic and environmental education), announced in SG no. 41 of
03.06.2022, Assoc. Ph.D. Veselina Ivanova participates with one monograph, 1
published book based on a protected dissertation work for the award of the ONS



"Doctor", 1 university textbook, university study aid, 1 article in a global
database data, 13 articles in indexed and refereed editions.

According to the ZRASRB and PPZRASRB and the accepted
minimum scientometric indicators in the field of higher education 1.
Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1.2 Pedagogy, the candidate has
the following indicators:

* by category A: 50 items.

* by category B: 100 items.
* by category D: 235 items.
* by category D: 230 items.
* by category E: 135 items.

The total number of points on the scientometric indicators for
groups A, B, D, D and E — 750, which are sufficient for occupying the
academic position of '"'professor".

The monograph ""The Refugee Problem in Bulgaria' examines the
current problem with migrants in modern society on the basis of a thorough and
competent analysis of the literature and normative documents related to the
waves of refugees. The author presents the reasons for the refugee waves,
analyzes the migrants in terms of age, gender, education, reasons for migration.
Competently presents the impact of refugee waves on the economic and social
life of each country where the refugees end up. Prof. Ivanova considers
migration both as a voluntary and as a forced choice with the idea of a better
life, security and human existence. It has not escaped her attention that our
country, which is a country at the crossroads, is on the path of refugees and
immigrants from different countries, of flows of people who are looking for
work, education and salvation for the lives of their children and families. The
causes of refugee migration and global security risks are detailed. A special
place in the monograph finds the problem with the integration of refugees and
their transformation into social capital, and in this context the author points out
that if this is not realized, migrants will become a real threat to national security
for every country in which they are located.

The published book "Social Ecology and Security' on the basis of a
protected dissertation work for the award of the ONS "doctor" presents the
subject, the object, the problems of social science with its interdisciplinary
character and its role in the formation of a new ecological thinking. In the
context of the concept of "security", ecological security is presented and a place
is given to the importance of the socio-ecological literacy of the population for
solving the problems of national security.

In the publications presented for participation in the competition,
Assoc. Professor Ivanova examined current problems related to:

* demography in the Republic of Bulgaria and the world as a whole;
 the global environmental crisis and environmental security;
» the COVID-19 pandemic and its socio-economic consequences;



e the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic in the Shumen region;
* integration as a dynamic, long-term and two-way process of mutual
adjustment of persons seeking protection;
« unemployment on a global scale;
* the influence of migration on the national security of the Republic of
Bulgaria;
o the risks and threats related to the quantitative and qualitative parameters
of illegal migration, measures and means of effective countermeasures;
 sustainable development;
 online education in higher education in a pandemic situation.
The presented scientific production shows the diverse interests of
Associate Professor Ivanova in current problems of society as a whole.
In the group of textbooks and study aids, topics directly related to the
educational process at the Higher Secondary School have been developed.
The modern textbook '"Social Aspects of Demography' aims to
acquaint students with the most important demographic issues and processes:
birth rate, mortality, marriage, divorce, migration, migration and demographic
policy, population structures, employment and unemployment, demographic
policy. It lists key concepts and self-study questions after each lecture. The
presented educational content proves the competence of Assoc. Ph.D. Veselina
Ivanova in the field of demography.

The Terminological Dictionary of Demography presents terms related
to demography as a population science, i.e. on human population dynamics,
covering issues related to population size, structure, distribution, characteristics,
and needs. It is a reference of sorts for anyone dealing with demographic issues.
The high erudition and professionalism of Prof. Dr. Ivanova is evident in the
entire presented scientific production. The educational content in the textbooks
and teaching aids, the clear and precise, at the same time understandable
language are a guarantee of turning the student into an active participant in the
educational process, and this is undoubtedly a guarantee of a higher quality of
mastering the complex material. The proposed scientific output is useful not
only for students but also for all who are interested in the problems of migration,
demography and social ecology.

3 citations in a global database, 15 citations in monographs, peer-
reviewed collective volumes, and 7 citations in non-refereed peer-reviewed
journals were noted.

Assoc. Dr. Ivanova has skills for working in a team, as evidenced by her
participation in 3 national and 8 university projects, as well as the leadership
of the project "Traditions and Innovations in the Provision of Social Services"
this year.

Assoc. Ph.D. Veselina Ivanova is distinguished on the one hand by active
expert, editorial and review activities, and on the other by organizational and



management activities. Member of the editorial boards of: Collection of
scientific works "Traditions and innovations in the provision of social services"
(2020), Yearbook of Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski",
volume XXIV D and volume XXII D of the Faculty of Education. Actively
participates in the organization of doctoral conferences and traditional scientific
conferences at the PF of Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski".

Dr. Ivanova is a participant in the National Ministry of Education and
Science research program "Young scientists and postdoctoral fellows" in the
period from 01.05.2021 to 31.10.2021.

Assoc. Ph.D. Veselina Ivanova's participation in scientific conferences,
online seminars, round tables, discussions organized by various institutions is
diverse and numerous.

She is a member of the Union of Scientists in Bulgaria, "Sociological
Sciences" section. She is a member of the National Association "Women in
Science" - section at "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" Shumen University

Assoc. Ph.D Ivanova is a highly erudite and well-loved teacher with a
broad culture and varied interests. She has conducted and continues to conduct
lectures and exercises with students as follows:

In OKS "Bachelor': Demography, Socio-demographic problems,
Communication attitudes and skills training, Social ecology, Summer practice,
Pre-graduate pedagogical training and practicum part I, Pre-graduate
pedagogical training and practicum part II.

In OKS "master's degree'': Socio-demographic policies, Ecological-
demographic problems, Consulting in a team, Organization and management of
social work, Social legislation and social protection, Social administration.

The overall teaching, scientific and administrative activity of Associate
Professor Dr. Ivanova characterizes her as a competent, ambitious, able to work
in a team and a teacher with versatile interests. Professional experience and high
social intelligence have allowed the candidate to present complex concepts,
norms and case studies in a way that is understandable not only to students, but
also to everyone interested in these issues outside the professional guild, and this
presents the candidate not only as an erudite scientist, but and as a competent
educator. Pedagogical mastery and pedagogical communication are important
elements of the teaching activity, and in this regard I would like to emphasize
that Associate Professor Dr. Ivanova not only has the necessary educational and
scientific training, but also possesses the competencies of an excellent teacher.

I accept the scientific contributions indicated by her.

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize that the scientific output of
Associate Professor Dr. Veselin Ivanova has both theoretical and practical
contributions, the most significant in my opinion, of which are:

* Scientific analysis of the refugee waves, as a result of which the main
factors for international migration were deduced.



 Diagnosis of the impact of the refugee crisis on the demographic,
economic and social problems of all countries affected by migration
waves.

« Terminological dictionary of demography, which can be used not
only by students and researchers, but by all who are interested in
socio-demographic problems.

« Precise and competent analysis,of the demographic problems in the
Republic of Bulgaria.

* Precise and in-depth analysis of online learning in the higher
education system and the challenges facing university teachers in the
context of the COVID-19 pandemic.

* Substantial author's contribution to clarifying the relationship
COVID-19-Economy-Demography.

* Competent presentation of the profile of the global crisis resulting
from the COVID -19 pandemic.

* Theoretical analysis of unemployment as a consequence of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

* Author's empirical study of the social consequences of COVID-19 in
the Shumen region.

* In-depth analysis of the society-nature system, which is the subject of
Social Ecology.

In conclusion, I believe that Associate Professor Dr. Veselina Radeva
Ivanova has fulfilled the minimum national requirements under Art. 26, paras. 2
and 3 of ZRASRB. She is a well-built, erudite, competent, ambitious and
student-loved teacher, possessing the qualities of an excellent specialist,
pedagogue and researcher.

All of the above gives me reason to confidently recommend to the
Respected Scientific Jury to allow the FS of the PF to choose Associate
Professor Veselina Radeva Ivanova, Ph.D., in the academic position of
"Professor' in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical Sciences,
professional direction 1.2. Pedagogy (Socio-demographic and environmental
education) for the needs of the Pedagogical Faculty of the Shumen University
"Bishop Konstantin Preslavski". T
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