
REVIEW 

by Prof. D.Sc. Sonya Ilieva 
for the participation of Associate Prof. Veselina Ivanova, Ph.D. 

in the announcement by Konstantn Preslavsky — University of Shumen in the Official 
Gazette, no. 41/03/06/2022 competition for the occupation of the academic position 

"professor" in the area of higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional field 1.2. 

Pedagogy (5ocio-demographic and environmental education) 

I. Competition details 
The competition was announced by University of Shumen in SG, no. 41 of 

03.06.2022. The professorship is open for teaching in the study courses and programs of 
the Department of "Social and Special Pedagogy", at the Faculty of Education. 

Associate Professor Veselina Radeva Ivanova, Ph.D. is the only candidate for the 
announced competition. She presents a set of documents and puЫications, which is in 
accordance with the Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff of University 
of Shumen. 

II. Biographical and professional data for the candidate 
Associate Professor Veselina Ivanova, PhD was born on November 24, 1979. 
In 2003, she graduated from the "Geography and Biology" specialty at Konstantin 

Preslavsky — University of Shumen, and obtained a bachelor's degree. Later, in 2008, she 

graduated with a master's degree in "РиЫiс Administration" at the same university. From 

2016 to 2019, she was a fu11-time doctoral student in the doctoral program "Theory of 
Education and Didactics (Social Pedagogy)". In 2019, she defended her dissertation before 

а scientific jury and obtained the educational and scientific degree "doctor", in the field of 

higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences, Professional direction 1.2. Pedagogy. 

From 2006 to the present, she worked for Konstntin Preslavsky — University of 

Shumen as follows: in 2006, she held the position of "chief specialist in student affairs"; 

from 2006 to 2017 she was "Chief Human Resources Specialist"; from 2017 to 2020 - 

Associate Professor Ivanova is a teacher in the Department of Social and Special Pedagogy, 

and since 2020 to the present she holds the academic position of Associate Professor in the 

same department. From 10.11.2020 to the present, she is also the director of the Center for 

Continuing Education at Konstantin Preslavsky — University of Shumen. 

III. Scientific indicators 

Associate Professor Veselina Radeva Ivanova, Ph.D., fu11y satisfies the required 

minimum scientometric indicators in professional direction 1.2. Pedagogy. Of the 

required 550 points, the candidate applies 750 as follows: group of indicators A - 50 points, 

group of indicators V - 100 points, group of indicators G- 235 points, group of indicators 

D- 230 points, group of indicators E — 105 points). 
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IV. Evaluation of the candidate's scientific output 
In the scientific production of Associate Professor Veselina Ivanova, there are six 

areas in which she realized her scientific contributions: 
1. А terminological dictionary of DEMOGR.APHY has Ьееп created, which is 

intended for students studying the discipline "Demography", "Socio-demographic 
proЫems", teachers and researchers engaged in this science, and those who are interested in 
the science "Demography". 

The dictionary is constructed around 23 letters of the Bulgarian alphabet and 
contains a completely optimal volume of data for important terms in Demography and is 
an important component related to the preparation of students in the discipline. 

Through the terms presented in the dictionary, Demography is presented as the 
science of human population dynamics, covering questions related to the size, structure 
and distribution of the population. Observes the processes of birth, death, reproduction, 
migration, aging. 1t estaЫishes dependencies in the population from the point of view of 
education, ethnic identity, religion, social affiliation. Demography is generally presented 
as the science of population. 

2. Formulation of the science "Demography" together with its main concepts - the 
theories and models for the development of the population as a whole are systematized; 
focusing on invertebrate issues; analysis of the development of the demographic problem in 
Bulgaria, through the focus of family policy and birth rate policy. 

The textbook presents 8 lectures that fu11y explain various aspects of the science 
"Demography". They highlight the object and subject of demography, areas of 
demographic research, population theories, population census. A central question for the 
Bulgarian nation - the birth rate, together with the proЫems of birth and fertility 

indicators - is being discussed. The problem of reproduction does not escape the 

professional view of the author. An analysis was also made of one of the main issues of 

demography - marriage and divorce. The issue of mortality was also discussed in detail - 

high mortality is a huge problem for our country. The problem of migration, etc. was also 

discussed. 

What Associate Professor Veselina Ivanova reflects in this scientific iield is that, as a 

result of the demographic aging of the population, employment with productive labor is 

increasingly limited. A1ong with this, education, professional training, skills, competences, 

adaptability, etc. remain an increasingly determining factor for economic development for 

the 1eve1 of employment. With her characteristic analytical spirit, she points out that 

unemployment became a major economic problem in the early 1930s, with more than a 

quarter of the workforce unemployed in some countries. unemployment is typical of the 

market economy of developed countries and as a socio-economic phenomenon. Currently, 

unemployment proЫems are extremely relevant for Bulgaria. In recent years, 

unemployment has become an economic and socio-political problem in many countries 

and has attracted the attention of entire societies. 

З. Social ecology has been identified as a science studying the patterns of interaction 

between society. 

Page 2 of 5 



The author focuses on the fact that environmental proЫems are directly related to 
national security. The theoretical and philosophical question about the interactioп of 
man-society-nature is unfolding. Thus, ecology is presented not only as a natural, but also 
as a social science. Assoc. Ph.D. Veselina Ivanova very successfully formulates the subject 
of ecology, which refers to the influence of the natural environment оп man and the 
influence of man on the natural environment. А11 reasonaЫe human activity should be 
directed to the ecological balance of the planet and overcoming the proЫems caused by 
human activity. 

Basic knowledge about environmental risk, strategic goals related to environmental 
protection, sustainaЫe development, security in the global world, etc. are presented in 
depth, for which serious arguments and analyzes are realized. 

The author concludes that all reasonaЫe activity of human reproduction and 
development should be aimed at restoring and maintaining the ecological balance of the 
planet and overcoming the proЫems that have arisen and arise in most cases not without 
the participation of man. 

4. Elucidation of basic knowledge related to refugees as a national and international 
рrоЫет - identification of the concept "Refugee crisis" as a major internal political issue in 
Bulgaria; refugee waves have been traced as one of the main population movements and 
their connection with a number of demographic processes has been shown. 

Assoc. prof. Veseina Ivanova, Ph.D. showed the essence of migration as a social 

phenomenon, which, especially in its essence of illegal migration, plays an important role 

in the functioning of different societies and humanity as a whole. She draws attention to 

the growing migration crisis on a European and national scale. 
The author defines refugee waves as one of the main movements of the population 

and are related to a number of demographic processes and have a direct impact on the 

economic and social development of any society, as we11 as on the reproduction of the 

population of the countries that are directly affected by these processes. The waves of 

refugees in recent years are the result of deepening differences in the world related to the 

development of the standard of living, the economy, social policy and security, as we11 as 

the state of the labor markets. 

5. The relationship between the Covid-19 pandemic and the direct economic i.mpacts, 

on the demographic consequences - unemployment as a result of Covid-19, which has a 

significant negative impact on economic development, is shown; the impact and changes as 

a result of Covid-19 on the territory of the Shumen region were studied; Covid-19, ап 

unprecedented global crisis is occurring that affects all elements of social, economic and 

political life in countries; defined online learning against the backdrop of the COVID-19 

pandemic in the context of higher education. 

Associate Professor Dr. Veselina Ivanova points out that the Covid-19 pandemic 

"closed" not only individual sectors in the countries, but also some countries. It has a huge 

impact on the economy in a national and global aspect. This pandemic has an 

unprecedented negative effect on the functioning of all humanity. It is facing an 

unprecedented crisis of unknown duration. 
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The conducted sociological study of the impact of Covid-19 оп social processes in 

Shumen OЫast shows that social life in Shumen OЫast is strongly affected by the 
epidemic. Unemployment has increased, including youth unemployment. The death rate 
has increased. Schools and kindergartens have stopped working almost everywhere in the 
district. Regarding how the local leadership has dealt with the pandemic, the respondents 
give rather positive answers. 

Covid-19 caused many universities not only in Bulgaria, but also around the world 
to close their doors. Thus, the students' education is placed in unprecedented conditions. 
University education systems are revising their curricula. Teaching students is moving 
from traditional face-to-face learning to interactioп mediated by communication 
technologies. This inclusion of these technologies makes it possiЫe to teach in places 
other than the classrooms, which is the positive effect of the epidemic. 

б. Proves that the Reports of the C1ub of Rome in a peculiar way trace hцтпап;tу'S 

understanding of sustainaЫe development. 
Associate Professor Veselina Ivanova, Ph.D. makes a detailed analysis of the Reports 

of the Club of Rome, concluding that a significant part of them generate ideas that can be 
systematized in two areas: 1. Society - nature - environmental degradation; extremely 
high population growth; depletion of natural resources; others. 2. Мап - society - arms 

race; international organized crime; lagging behind developing countries. The reports of 

the C1ub of Rome examined in her scientific work trace humanity's understanding of 

sustainaЫe development in a unique way. 

Notes on the presented scientific production 
The entire scientific production presented by Associate Professor Veselina Ivanova 

in the competition for the academic position "Professor" is a reflection of the personality 
of the candidate - accurate, precise and meeting all the requirements for academic writing. 

The writing style is clean so that anyone who comes across her texts can easily read and 

understand what is written. Furthermore, the overall scholarly output corresponds to the 

curricula and programs of the students it teaches. This completes her appearance as a very 

serious teacher and in this case - a serious candidate for the academic position of 

"Professor". I express my personal opinion that she wi11 wear this openness with dignity 

and wi11 represent the professorial class in Bulgaria. 

V. Scienti$с activity 

Assoc. Prof. Veselina Ivanova, Ph.D. participated in 3 national and 8 University 

scientific projects in the field of educational activity. 
No data can be found that the scientific production of the candidate is not her 

personal work. The sources used are indicated correctly. 

Assoc. prof. Ivanova has been cited 12 times in peer-reviewed monographs and 
collective volumes and 2 times in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals. He has puЫished 

5 monographs, 2 teaching aids, 3 puЫications in If and sJR journals (monitored in Scopus 

and Web of Science) and over 25 articles in other scientific journals. It has been cited 36 

times. 
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Veselina Ivanova participates in a number of scientific forums at home and abroad, 
being part of the organizing committee of some of them. She is a member of the editorial 
board of puЫications of the Faculty of Education of Shumen University. She is a 
proofreader and reviewer of various puЫications of her colleagues. 

VI. Teaching workload апд activity 
The main activity of Assoc. Ph.D. Veselina Ivanova is teaching. He developed a 

number of study programs, which she implemented in his teaching activities. 
In the Department she has a serious tëaching load, both with lecture courses and 

seminar exercises in bachelor's and master's degrees. She teaches the following disciplines: 

Demography, Socio-demographic proЫems, Training-communicative attitudes and skills, 

Social ecology, Summer practice, Pre-graduate pedagogical training and practicum - Part 

I, Pre-graduate pedagogical training and practicum - Part 1I, Socio-demographic policies, 

Ecological-demographic proЫems, Consulting work in a team, Organization and 

management of social work, Sociallegislation and social protection, Social administration. 

Conclusion: 

Bearing in mind the above, I confidently give my POSITIVE assessment and 

recommend to the respected members of the scientific jury that we propose to the Faculty 

Council of the Faculty of Education that Assoc. Prof. Veselina Ivanova, Ph.D. to be elected 

for "Professor" in the area of higher education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, professional field 
1.2. Pedagogy (Socio-demographic and environmental education). 

Date: 04/10/2022 Reviewer 
Sonya Ilieva/ 
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